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In Favour: 

1. Most of the previous comments have been taken into account;
2. General agreement on the principles (but not on 3.2.1).



The top Critical Issues:

The term “invasive alien trees” should not be 
associated with planted forest

A part from Ailanthus altissima and Acacia spp., 
for all the other tree species cited in the Code at 
least one Country did not agree on the 
invasiveness.



The top Critical Issues:
The forest sector needs/wants Alien Trees to cope 
with Climate Change & Low productivity of 
native Trees



The top Critical Issues:
Definitions are unclear.



ALIEN species (CBD, IUCN, UNEP-WCMC, European 
Strategy CoE, EU Biodiversity Strategy, Regulation EU No. 
1143/2014, IPPC/EPPO, WTO, CITES);

NON-Native species (e.g., NN Species Secretariat in the UK; 
Art 11 of the Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats, Bern, 19.IX.1979; Council 
Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 );

INTRODUCED Tree (FAO 2012, i.e. FRA 2015 terms & 
definitions, FOREST EUROPE, 2015: State of Europe’s Forests 
2015);

EXOTIC tree (FAO 2002);

NON-AUTOCHTHONOUS/NON-INDIGENOUS (Council 
Directive 1999/105/EC of 22 December 1999);

A Code of Conduct for Invasive Alien Trees



DO WE KNOW The total number of tree species that are 
INVASIVE to BCC as they cause NEGATIVE IMPACTs sensu 
CBD?

A Code of Conduct for Invasive Alien Trees

NO – there are different definitions of invasiveness in 
practice, science and in legislation among Countries

NO – there is only a limited number of tree species that 
have been risk assessed for the whole Europe / EU 

NO – negative impacts may vary across countries and biogeographical 
regions and habitats, Country boundaries are meaningless

NO – the number is probably varying as some non-
invasive may switch to invasive and vice-versa

NO – our knowledge on the effects & impacts may have gaps (e.g. for species, 
habitats and ecosystem services) & impacts are contest-dependents
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Are there Invasive Alien Trees in the BCC?

Are there other invasive alien trees in the Bern 
Convention Countries (a part from Ailanthus 
altissima and Acacia spp.)?

If Yes - regardless to their use in planted forest – is 
there a benefit in producing a Code, as an 
addition to the Code on Horticulture and the Code 
for Botanic Gardens?

Is the European Union considering any tree in the 
framework of the Reg. EU no. 1143/2014?



Padova 21-13 June 2016 – G. Brundu Invasive Alien Trees and Forestry Management

Workshop on Forest management and Natura 2000 in the alpine and continental biogeographic regions: bridging research and practice





Padova 21-13 June 2016 – G. Brundu Invasive Alien Trees and Forestry Management

Workshop on Forest management and Natura 2000 in the alpine and continental biogeographic regions: bridging research and practice

Prunus serotina, Robinia pseudoacacia, 
Ailanthus altissima, Acacia sp.pl.



Is there a WAY OUT (TREEXIT)?



Code 5th Version:

The Code will focus on generic Invasive Alien Trees (sensu 
CBD and CoE European Strategy);

The text of the Code will be reduced and it will avoid citing 
Alien Tree species that are evaluated differently among 
Countries;

Each Country, when implementing the Code will assess 
which Alien Trees are Invasive (if not already assessed);

If there will be (in the future) Invasive Alien Trees of Union 
Concern, EU Countries might consider the Code for 
preventing further spread for those tree species.



Looking forward to YOUR comments and 
suggestions


