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Modifications requested at and after the 36th Standing 
Committee (2016)

Modifications requested by the Confederation of 
European Forest Owners (CEPF) and the European 
Farmers and Agri‑Cooperatives (COPA and COGECA) 
(2017)

Comments from FAO (2017)

Modification requested at and after the Bern 
Convention Group of Experts on Invasive Alien Species 
held in Funchal, Madeira (Portugal) on 1-3 June 2017.
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TITLE
OLD: Code of Conduct on Planted Forest & Invasive Alien Trees

NEW: Code of Conduct for Invasive Alien Trees

Rationale:

Alien trees and well-managed planted forests of alien 
tree species can be useful in providing various forest 
goods and services and helping to reduce the pressure 
on natural forests or provide opportunities for 
adaptation to climate change and global change. Only a 
limited number of alien trees might become invasive.
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DEFINITIONS and MAIN FOCUS
OLD: Code of Conduct on Planted Forest & Invasive Alien Trees

NEW: Invasive Alien Trees

Rationale:

In accordance with the CBD definition, and for the 
purposes of this Code, an invasive alien tree is herewith 
defined as an alien tree species whose introduction 
and/or spread threaten or adversely impact upon 
biodiversity and related ecosystem services.
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EXAMPLES of IATs
OLD: Code of Conduct on Planted Forest & Invasive Alien Trees

NEW: Invasive Alien Trees

Rationale:

There is no single tree can be considered invasive in all 
the 47 States of the Council of Europe, due to a huge 
variation in biogeography and land uses. Although some 
States have declared some trees species as invasive in 
the whole Country or in some regions, generalisations 
are not possible and invasiveness has to be evaluated 
with a dedicated risk assessments.
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https://www.gbif.org/species/3190653 (Ailanthus altissima)
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Thank you for your attention


