COUNCIL OF EUROPE

* ¥k
*
* *
* *
* ok

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Strasbourg, 8 June 2022 CDDG(2022)8

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE
(CDDG)

REPORT OF THE 15th PLENARY MEETING

21-22 April 2022

Strasbourg and by videoconference

Secretariat Memorandum
prepared by the
Directorate General of Democracy
Democratic Governance Division




1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

Mr Paul Rowsell (United Kingdom), Chair of the CDDG, opened the meeting and welcomed
members and other participants. The list of participants appears in Appendix 1. The
Committee adopted its agenda (document CDDG(2022)0J1) as it appears in Appendix 2.

2. Information on recent activities and developments

The Chair briefed participants about the outcome of the Bureau meeting of 24-25 March
2022 (document CDDG-Bu(2022)5) during which, in particular, the work plan of the
Committee were discussed and an exchange of views took place on general working
methods with representatives of another Council of Europe committee. The Chair also
referred to the recent adoption by the CDDG of a statement on the Russian Federation’s
ongoing aggression against Ukraine, which stressed i.a. that good democratic governance
was key to the maintenance of peace and security. The Bureau further discussed potential
impact of the exclusion of Russia Federation on the work of the CDDG.

The Secretariat also provided additional information about the organisation of the meeting.
The CDDG took note of the above.

Exchange of views with Ms Claudia Luciani, Director of Human Dignity, Equality and
Governance

Ms Luciani provided information about the process which had led to the exclusion of the
Russian Federation from the Council of Europe, with immediate effect, following the
Committee of Ministers’ decision of 16 March 2022. The legal and financial implications
had been outlined in Resolution CM/Res2022(3), whilst the many political dimensions and
implications of the situation were still under discussion by the Committee of Ministers. In
the current context, the CDDG had an important contribution to make in terms of
promoting the organisation’s values and that the work on principles of good democratic
governance and on deliberative democracy were particularly relevant. Ms Luciani also
informed the Committee about the launching of work by the newly established Committee
on Artificial Intelligence (CAI), pointing out that there were opportunities for the CDDG to
contribute to this work given its democracy-related aspects. In the ensuing discussion, Ms
Luciani referred to the downward trends regarding the level of democracy, observed in
periodic assessments such as those of Human Rights Watch and the Economist, which
showed once again the importance of the CDDGs work in 2022-2023. The Chair reiterated
the CDDG’s continued support to Ukraine, in particular to its local authorities, as these
were often on the frontline regarding crisis management. Participants also discussed
matters such as the participation of non-Council of Europe member States in a possible
future convention on AI and the financial implications of the Russian Federation’s
expulsion.

The Committee took note of the above information.


https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-oj1e-draft-agenda-and-order-of-business-2771-1512-1414-v-1/1680a63c6e
http://rm.coe.int/cddg-bu-2022-5e-meeting-report-2751-9065-4982-v-1/1680a61fba
https://rm.coe.int/statement-on-the-russian-federation-s-ongoing-aggression-against-ukrai/1680a5ff86
https://rm.coe.int/resolution-cm-res-2022-3-legal-and-financial-conss-cessation-membershi/1680a5ee99?msclkid=60a33447ab8d11ec9c8f9bc54d5831c1

3. Work in 2022
3.1 Information by the Secretariat; updated workplan

The Secretariat presented an updated workplan and timetable for CDDG activities in 2022
(document CDDG(2022)1). It recalled that in the Bureau’s view, the tasks of the working
group on good democratic governance (GT-BG) and the working group on deliberative and
participatory democracy (GT-DD) should remain the priorities for 2022. The benefits of
digital technologies for the CDDG’s work where highlighted, in particular for an additional
informal meeting of each working group before the summer. The Committee took note of
the above information.

3.2 State of implementation of activities according to the CDDG’s terms of
reference 2022-2023 (-2025)

Principles of good democratic governance

The Committee heard an oral presentation by Mr Peter Andre, Chair of the GT-BG, and
additional information by Ms Siobhan Smyth, Vice-Chair of the GT-BG, about the terms of
reference of the working group, the results of its first meeting of 24-25 February 2022
(document GT-BG(2022)4) and the structure and content of the first draft of a Committee
of Ministers’ recommendation on principles of good democratic governance as set out in
CDDG(2022)2. This first draft contained options for grouping the various principles in six
or seven areas (as a result of the first meeting), or for addressing them as stand-alone
principles. The GT-BG was paying attention to the national level.

The Chair emphasised that this future new recommendation could become a pillar for the
Council of Europe’s work on democracy, next to the standards on human rights and the
rule of law. M. Dan Popescu, Head of the Democracy and Governance Department pointed
out that the CDDG could innovate with regard to working methods; in particular, a public
consultation could be organised when the draft is sufficiently advanced. Also, it was
preferable to have an ambitious document content-wise from the outset and to delete
certain parts later rather than expanding the document in the final stages of discussion.

In the ensuing discussion, participants highlighted inter alia the importance of a
professional administration (and thus of awareness-raising and training) as well as the
need to avoid inconsistent overlapping with existing documents and standards of the EU
or OECD. Some welcomed the grouping of principles but expressed reservations on the
proposals made in some cases (e.g. human rights and the rule of law encompassed too
many aspects) and on a suggestion to relabel the first principle “representative
democracy”. The representative of the INGO Conference supported more explicit language
on the principles in the operative part of the recommendation (rather than in the annex).
It was also stressed that compared to the current 12 Principles of good democratic
governance at local level, this recommendation would address new audience because of
the inclusion of the state level and thus a different approach was needed. Another
delegation recalled that an explanatory report could be drafted if the recommendation
itself were not too detailed.


https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-1e-workplan-and-timetable-2022-update-2750-6272-9990-v-1/1680a62723
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At the closure of discussions, it was agreed that delegations willing to submit additional
proposals or comments should do so by the 15t of June, in time for a revised draft to be
considered by the GT-BG at its additional informal meeting of 9-10 June.

Deliberative democracy

In preparation of the 15t meeting of the Working Group on deliberative and participatory
democracy (GT-DD), the Committee held an exchange of views with:

Mr Art O'Leary, Secretary General of the Electoral Commission and Secretary to the
Citizens' Assembly of Ireland, who presented his country’s experience with deliberative
processes and highlighted that a citizens assembly provided a safe and open space to
discuss sensitive and highly contested issues. So far, Ireland had run four such
assemblies, including on abortion and climate change, and they had become ingrained
in the political system and even led to constitutional changes. Transparency, fairness,
equality of voice, efficiency, and collegiality were of utmost importance for the success
of the process. The selection of participants in a manner that ensures unbiased
representation of the population, as well as the assurance that due consideration and
follow-up will be given to the result of deliberations were particularly important. Thus,
in Ireland, citizens’ assemblies had been set up by the parliament with a clear
commitment to discuss the outcomes of those assemblies. The ensuing discussion
centred around issues such as the criteria for recruiting participants, including how to
reach marginalised groups; the importance of political backing and how to ensure it;
the change in the mindset of citizens and politicians and fostering mutual
understanding; the role of digital technology, as well as mechanisms the for
recommendations to be fed into the overall political process.

Mr George Papandreou, Chair of the sub-committee on Democracy, Committee on
Political Affairs and Democracy of the Parliamentary Assembly underlined that
deliberative democracy had the potential to complement representative democracy and
revive trust in democratic institutions, yet it was no panacea in itself. He cautioned
against the tendency of governments to see current crises, e.g. climate change or the
pandemic, as technical problems to be solved by technical means, thus ignoring citizens’
collective wisdom. Mr Papandreou also highlighted the potential of digital technology
and innovation in designing participatory processes. The discussion addressed
questions such as how to counterbalance lobbying and vested interest and ways to
reflect the diversity of democratic traditions in member States. The Chair also invited
Mr Papandreou to join the work of the GT-DD.



e Dr Andy Williamson, Council of Europe Expert, then presented a “Study on Deliberative
Democracy”, (document CDDG(2022)3). highlighting that deliberative processes had
distinct characteristics and were one form of participatory democracy. For deliberative
processes to be effective, among other conditions, the mandate must be clear and
transparent; likewise, findings must have impact otherwise deliberative processes lack
credibility. Mr Williamson also pointed out that deliberative processes required new
skills and a change of culture by public authorities, when it comes to interactions with
citizens, how to listen to their needs etc. Furthermore, the evidence collected
throughout a deliberative process needed to be well balanced and to reflect the plurality
of perspectives. The subsequent discussion addressed the appropriate timing of
deliberative processes; the relations and interaction between deliberative and
representative democracy; the mandate of the deliberative body; the recruitment of
participants; factors of success such as facilitation of discussions, a flexible design, the
level of resources as well as the provision of balanced information; how to mitigate the
risk of manipulation.

At the closure of discussions, the Committee entrusted the working group with the drafting
of a report focusing on the position of deliberative democracy in the context of
representative democracy; by identifying preconditions for deliberative processes to be
effective, taking into account that democracy was not monolithic, and that democratic
maturity and culture differed across member States; and by adding case studies where
necessary.

The CDDG also agreed that, in addition to the Report, a draft recommendation on
deliberative democracy should be prepared, provided that there is no objection from the
Committee of Ministers.

4. Promoting democratic governance through shared experience
4.1 Reports by members about pertinent developments

Presentation of a research project by Professor Joachim Beck, Dean of the University of
Applied Sciences in Kehl, Germany

After recalling the key tasks of his University (including the initial and in-service training
for civil servants and employees taking up management duties and for staff of local and
regional authorities), Professor Beck presented the research project for which a
questionnaire on “Practical examples of administrative modernisation at the macro level
of European countries” had been circulated through the CDDG’s Rapid Response Service.
This will result in a study providing a snapshot of trends across Europe regarding
administrative modernisation with regard to: public task policies (e.g. privatisation/re-
nationalisation, de-/reregulation, strategic planning, impact-assessment etc.);
organisational policies (e.g. territorial reform, functional reform, new forms of organisation
etc.); personnel policies (e.g. status, career structure, remuneration systems, personnel
recruitment and development etc.); financial management (e.g. budgeting, controlling,
accounting, double-entry budgeting, vertical financial relations etc.); digitalisation
management (introduction of electronic record keeping, digital infrastructures, e-
government and other "e"-solutions/offers etc.); open government (new approaches to
promote transparency, participation of target groups and citizens; collaborative



https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-3e-mappingdeliberativedemocracy-2-2-2765-5446-0166-v-1/1680a62671
https://rm.coe.int/rrs-cddg-eng/1680a55caf

approaches with other administrations etc.); other approaches to administrative
modernisation.

At the end of his presentation, professor Beck recalled that the deadline for responses was
15 June and he offered to present the results of the study at a future CDDG meeting. The
Chair concurred that the study would be of interest to many countries and members were
encouraged to provide responses.

Information from CDDG members

The Delegation of Azerbaijan updated the Committee on: 1. new legislative amendments
to improve the collection of local taxes and contributions, 2. new legislative provisions in
the Law on the Status of Municipalities, which eases the possibility for local officials to
share experience with each other and with foreign counterparts; 3. a legislative package
to improve local self-government; 4. the launching — as a pilot project - of an e-portal for
municipalities and citizens to facilitate access to updated information on legislation,
international cooperation etc., 5. a new project to prepare electronic maps (upon a
recommendation from the Congress), 6. a new automated information system for
municipalities. Reference was also made to two general priorities: increasing State
subsidies to the municipalities and increasing women representation in local self-
governance bodies.

The delegation of Belgium referred to the development of a framework for deliberative
democracy which is aimed at giving the possibility to individual citizens, organisations,
associations, partnerships, and entrepreneurs to submit policy proposals and to work
closely with local authorities.

The Cypriot delegation presented the recent local government reform, including the
adoption of amendments to the Law on municipalities, which was aimed at strengthening
the financial independence and administrative autonomy of municipalities. The Law on
Communities had also been amended to better reflect requirements of the European
Charter of Local Self-Government; local government organisations at district level would
have direct responsibility to deal with water supply, waste management, urban planning
permits among others. The implementation of the reform would be carried out with support
from the Centre of Expertise, through capacity building and training of local authorities,
among others.

The delegation of Finland presented a recent report of the government on the future of
local self-governance in Finland, summarised in a shorter paper made available to all
participants. The report was included three strategical orientations for the Finnish
municipalities: 1. a scenario in which the challenges of the operating environments are
tackled with the municipalities’ operational reform; 2. a scenario in which criteria for
services are set up and the equal provision of services is ensured; 3. a scenario in which
the model of uniform municipalities is abandoned.



The delegation of the United Kingdom provided information on a recent White Paper on
Levelling Up, which included four pillar definitions concerning the main implications of
levelling up: 1. boosting productivity jobs and living standards; 2. providing equal access
to opportunities and improving public services; 3. restoring the sense of community; 4.
empowering local leaders and communities.

The Serbian delegation referred to the adoption of a five year-programme for the reform
of local self-governance and the adoption of the first 3-year action plan for its
implementation. The programme includes a series of measures connected with the planned
ratification of the additional Protocol to the European Charter of Local Self-Government.

Members sought further clarification on some of the reforms and the CDDG took note of
the above information.

4.2 Exchange of views with senior officials from member States

Exchange of views with Mr Viacheslav NEHODA, Deputy Minister for Communities and
Territorial Development, Ukraine

The Committee heard a presentation by Mr Viacheslav Nehoda, Deputy Minister for
Communities and Territorial Development of Ukraine about the impact of war on local
authorities. Reforms of local self-governance had been put on hold and many cities where
particularly affected by the attacks of the Russian Federation (Kharkiv, Mariupol, Bucha,
Trostyanets). Local authorities faced a variety of challenges including the kidnapping of
mayors, decreasing revenues and handling the increase of population due to the arrivals
of internally displaced persons. Regions under attack had to focus on the evacuation of
civilians and supplying essential goods while regions located farther from the frontline had
to provide support to the former. Mr Nehoda thanked the Council of Europe for its support
and called for the continuation of the project on the decentralisation reform in Ukraine
launched before the war.

The CDDG expressed full support to Ukraine and took note of the call for the continuation
of the Council of Europe project.

Exchange of views with Ms Mzia GIORGOBIANI, Deputy Minister of Regional Development
and Infrastructure, Georgia

Ms Giorgobiani updated the Committee on the decentralisation reform in Georgia, based
on a Decentralisation Strategy adopted for the years 2020-2025 together with an action
plan. The strategy was based on increasing municipal capacities, providing municipalities
with additional funding through fiscal decentralisation, and allocating property rights for
unregistered properties. Echoing Mr Nehoda, Ms Giorgobiani referred to the situation of
the 5 municipalities in the Georgian territories of South Ossetia and Abkhazia where
Russian troops have been stationed since the war of 2008. Ms Giorgobiani noted that public
engagement in decision-making processes and intensifying inter-municipal cooperation
remained high on the agenda and welcomed the cooperation with international partners.



The Centre of Expertise for Good Governance was ready to provide further support to
Georgia. The Committee expressed full support for the reforms and offered assistance.

Exchange of views with Mr Dumitru UDREA, the Government’s General Secretary, Republic
of Moldova

Mr Udrea updated the Committee on recent developments in local government reform and
the implementation of a resilience and recovery plan which was currently in its final stage.
He stressed that the Russian Federation’s attack on Ukraine had also impacted the
Republic of Moldova in multiple ways, among others through a sudden influx of Ukrainian
refugees, an increase in food and energy prices. Mr Udrea informed the Committee on
progress with regards to promoting good governance in the Republic of Moldova and noted
that a new strategy on public administration reform was currently being developed.
Transparency and access to information were priority areas of the reforms. Multi-functional
centres and unified public service delivery centres had been set up at local level; efforts
were also made to develop the delivery of public services through digitalisation.

The Committee expressed full support for these reforms and offered assistance.

5. Review of implementation of treaties falling under the responsibility of the
CDDG

The CCDDG held an exchange of views on the current status regarding the signature,
ratification and implementation of the seven treaties falling under its responsibility, in the
light of document CDDG(2022)4. The Belgian delegation informed the Committee that it
expected to ratify Protocol No. 3 to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-
operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities concerning Euroregional Co-
operation Groupings (ECGs) (CETS 206) by the end of the year. In the context of Belgium,
it remained a procedural challenge. The UK delegation mentioned the recent evaluation
under the monitoring procedure of the Congress and that the ratification of the Additional
Protocol to the European Charter of Local Self-Government on the right to participate in
the affairs of a local authority (CETS 207) was under consideration; it remained a lengthy
and difficult process due to lots of cross-governmental work and interactions with local
and regional partners.

The CDDG took note of the above information. It agreed that in future, the CDDG would
carry out a more in-depth review of the implementation of the treaties every two years,
instead of updates at every meeting.


https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-4e-status-of-conventions-and-protocols-under-cddg-responsibi/1680a62956

6. Centre of Expertise for Good Governance

The Secretariat updated the Committee about the activities of the Centre of Expertise for
Good Governance and its ongoing projects in Armenia, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Estonia,
Lithuania, new cooperation projects with Bulgaria, Cyprus, Finland, and Hungary, as well
as activities related to the project in Ukraine (a series of webinars had been organised on
local government in times of war, giving Ukrainian mayors an opportunity to exchange
with their peers). Peer reviews had been carried out or were being planned in Serbia,
Finland, Slovak Republic, Lithuania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Cyprus and possibly Albania.
Overall, 23 capacity building toolkits on a wide range of areas were now available to
member States. Committee members were encouraged to disseminate them to public
authorities possibly interested in their countries and to come forward with proposals of
experts to participate in particular in peer reviews.

The Secretariat and the Chair also provided information on the European Label of
Governance Excellence (ELoGE) and the 7t meeting of the ELoGE platform of 25 March
2022 (DG-AP(2022)3). Renewals or new accreditations to run ELOGE had been granted to
France, Latvia, Turkey, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Romania (CDDG(2022)5).

The CDDG took note of the above information.
7. Activities of the Committee of Ministers and other Council of Europe bodies

In addition to the general overview of developments since the 14™ meeting provided in
the information document CDDG(2022)6 prepared by the Secretariat, the Committee
heard specific interventions.

Mr Christoph Spreng, vice-president of the Conference of INGOs, provided an update on
its recent developments and activities in which he referred inter alia to the Conference’s
concerns regarding the recent dissolution of the International Memorial Society under the
Russian Federation’s law on foreign agents; on-going work on the legal status of NGOs in
Europe; the Campaign to Uphold Rights in Europe (CURE) launched in February this year;
a contribution to the World NGO Day 2022 (27 February); the publication in March of a
study on challenges associated with the execution of judgments of the European Court of
Human Rights involving freedom of association; the imminent launching of the Civil
Participation Forum (BePart); CINGO’s General Assembly of 4-6 April, largely devoted to
humanitarian matters and the context of war including support to Russian human rights
activists; efforts to support a fourth Council of Europe summit devoted to the consequences
of the war and a restructuring of the organisation.

Ms Jelena Drenjanin, Chair of the Governance Committee, Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities, presented the tasks of her Committee, recalled the priorities of the
Congress for 2021-2026 and referred to activities under way and various reports adopted
recently including Report CG(2022)42-12 “Beyond elections - the use of deliberative
methods in European municipalities and regions” and Report CG(2022)42-13 “The situation
of independent candidates and the opposition in local and regional elections.

The Chair invited the Congress to play an active part in the CDDG’s working groups and
the Committee took note of the information provided.
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The Secretariat of the World Forum for Democracy (WFD) briefed the CDDG about
the 2022 edition of the WFD, with a broad approach: “Democracy: a new hope?”
(Strasbourg, 7-9 November”). The Committee took note of the invitation made to CDDG
delegations to support the organising team of the WFD by disseminating the call for the
submission of initiatives (deadline: 15 June) and by proposing speakers of particular
relevance.

The CDDG also agreed to contribute to the Forum in the areas of good democratic
governance and deliberative democracy.

Items 8 and 10. Information by the rapporteurs

Edwin Lefebre (Belgium) and Siobhan Smyth (United Kingdom), the rapporteurs on gender
mainstreaming, recalled the value and content of the CDDG guidelines adopted in 2021.
They pointed out that it had been used for the revision of the recent texts produced by
the CDDG and that in the coming months, the work pursued in respect of deliberative
democracy and principles of good democratic governance would provide further
opportunities to reflect on, and take into account the gender perspective.

Mr Peter Andre (Austria), Rapporteur on democracy and technology, reported on the work
and first meeting (6-8 April 2022) of the Committee on Artificial Intelligence (CAI) which
has been tasked to prepare a draft legal instrument on the use of Al by November 2023
on the basis of the previous ad hoc committee’s concluding report and feasibility study
entitled “Possible elements of a legal framework on artificial intelligence, based on the
Council of Europe’s standards on human rights, democracy and the rule of law” (link) which
the rapporteur encouraged all delegations to consult.

The CDDG took note of the above information.
9. Presidencies of the Committee of Ministers

The Committee heard information on the priorities of the Italian presidency, including
commitment to shared principles and values, inter alia, dialogues about cultural heritage,
sport, social cohesion, etc.; women empowerment, fighting discrimination and gender-
based violence, and promoting youth policies; building a people-centred future based on
technology and science, including with regard to artificial intelligence. The Italian delegate
highlighted the successful launching event of ELOGE on 11 April 2022 in Venice, noting
that given the high number of municipalities involved (106), this might be the largest
ELOGE process run in a country so far.

Mr Shane Griffin, Deputy Permanent Representative of Ireland to the Council of Europe
briefed the Committee about the priorities of the upcoming Irish presidency (20 May-
November 2022 - link). Given Ireland’s strong commitment to defending human rights and
promoting peacebuilding across Europe, the Irish presidency will focus on the three core
areas of the Council of Europe values with a view to renewing the ‘conscience of Europe’.
One focus area would be reinforcing the human rights protection of civilians in Europe in
a context of war as this had taken on a new salience and urgency in relation to the Russian
Federation’s invasion of Ukraine. On the 15t September, Ireland would host a conference
in Galway on this subject. The conference would also reflect on the protection of human
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rights both in “active” and in “frozen” conflicts. In September, in cooperation with the
Venice Commission, Ireland would host a high-level event in Strasbourg on the application
of European standards on freedom of association in modern societies. Furthermore, the
Irish presidency intends to focus on promoting participatory democracy, in particular
drawing on the Irish experience with citizens’ assemblies. A keynote at the World Forum
of Democracy by a high-level official was planned as well as additional contributions on
the experience with deliberative democracy during the Forum. Ireland was also planning
over 30 events to highlight and foster inclusiveness and celebrate diversity across Europe.

The CDDG took note of the above information.
11. Election of two Bureau members

The CDDG took note of the resignation from the CDDG and Bureau of Ms Monika Kurian
(Slovak Republic) and Ms Stefania Traustadottir (Iceland). It thanked them for their long-
standing contribution to the CDDG’s work and wished them luck. Using the Kudo platform,
the CDDG elected Ms Puck Gorrissen (Netherlands) for the period 2022-2023, and Mr
Georgios Chrysafis (Greece) for the remainder of the year 2022, to complete the terms of
office of Ms Kurian and Ms Traustadottir, respectively.

The CDDG also agreed to suggest to the Committee of Ministers that in case Resolution
CM/Res(2021)3 on intergovernmental committees and subordinate bodies, their terms of
reference and working methods is further revised, the voting rules for the election of
Bureau members be amended to eliminate the need for three voting rounds, given that
thresholds are difficult to reach in case of multiple candidatures, making the process
unnecessarily cumbersome.

12. Other business

The Secretariat indicated that the Committee of Ministers had just agreed, on 20 April, to
transmit to the CDDG, for information and possible comments before 15 June 2022,
Congress Recommendation 472 (2022) “"Beyond elections: the use of deliberative methods
in European municipalities and regions” and Recommendation 476 (2022) “The situation
of independent candidates and the opposition in local and regional elections”. The CDDG
agreed to prepare and adopt such comments by written procedure.

The Secretariat also informed the CDDG that the European Committee on Legal
Cooperation (CDCJ), had recently sent a request for possible comments and/or additional
information on a draft evaluation report on Recommendation CM/Rec(2014)7 on the
protection of whistleblowers. The CDDG agreed that the draft should be circulated, and
possible inputs should be collected within the deadline (15 May).

13 and 14. Date of the next meeting; adoption of the abridged report

The CDDG agreed that its 16™ meeting be held on 28-29 November 2022, preferably in-
person. It also considered and adopted the draft abridged report. The full report will be
sent at a later date. The Chair thanked all participants for the fruitful discussions, the
Secretariat and interpreters for their support, and closed the meeting.


http://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM/Res(2021)3
http://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM/Res(2021)3
http://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM/Res(2021)3
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APPENDIX 2
AGENDA

THURSDAY 21 APRIL

Welcome coffee and pastry, offered in front of the
meeting room

Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

[CDDG(2022)011]

For information and discussion

Information on recent activities and developments

. Bureau meeting of 24-25 March: report by the Chair

o Information by the Secretariat: Claudia Luciani, Director
of Human Dignity, Equality and Governance. Exchange
of views on the implications of the exclusion of the
Russian Federation from the Council of Europe.

[CDDG-Bu(2022)5]

For information

Work in 2022

3.1 Information by the Secretariat; updated workplan
For discussion

3.2 State of implementation of activities according to the
CDDG's terms of reference 2022-2023 (-2025)

Good democratic governance: Report of the 15t meeting of the
Working Group on principles of good democratic governance
(GT-BG) of 24-25 February; Consideration of a draft
recommendation

[CDDG(2022)1]

[Terms of
reference]
[GT-BG(2022)4]
[CDDG(2022)2]

Deliberative democracy:

Exchange of views with:

- Mr Art O'Leary, Secretary General of the Electoral
Commission and Secretary to the Citizens' Assembly,
Ireland and Mr Shane Griffin, Deputy Permanent
Representative of Ireland (upcoming Irish Presidency)

- Mr George Papandreou, Chair of the sub-committee on
Democracy, @ Committee on  Political Affairs and
Democracy of the Parliamentary Assembly

- Representative of Iceland

- Preparation of the 1st meeting of the Working Group on
deliberative and participatory democracy (GT-DD):
Presentation of the Study on Deliberative Democracy: Dr
Andy Williamson, Council of Europe Expert and the
Secretariat of the Division on Elections and Participatory
Democracy

[Terms of
reference]
[CDDG(2022)3]



http://rm.coe.int/cddg-bu-2022-5e-meeting-report-2751-9065-4982-v-1/1680a61fba
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-1e-workplan-and-timetable-2022-update-2750-6272-9990-v-1/1680a62723
https://rm.coe.int/gt-bg-terms-of-reference-2777-4142-0037-v-1/1680a56b52
https://rm.coe.int/gt-bg-terms-of-reference-2777-4142-0037-v-1/1680a56b52
http://rm.coe.int/gt-bg-2022-4e-meeting-report-2770-2939-6230-v-1/1680a5edda
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-2e-draft-recommendation-on-principles-of-good-democratic-gov/1680a61f97
https://rm.coe.int/gt-dd-terms-of-reference-2749-5699-2005-v-1/1680a56b55
https://rm.coe.int/gt-dd-terms-of-reference-2749-5699-2005-v-1/1680a56b55
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-3e-mappingdeliberativedemocracy-2-2-2765-5446-0166-v-1/1680a62671
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13.00- | Lunch break
14.30
14.30 For information and discussion
4, Promoting democratic governance through shared
experience:
4.1. Presentation of a research project by Professor Joachim
Beck, Dean of the University of Applied Sciences in Kehl,
Germany (rapid response service n°48 on Practical
examples of administrative modernisation at the macro
level of European countries)
4.1 (Cont.) Reports by members about pertinent developments
15.30 For information
6. Centre of Expertise for Good Governance: on-going and new
cooperation projects - update by the Secretariat
ELoGE (European Label of Governance Excellence): latest [CDDG(2022)5]
developments, new accreditations, ELOGE Platform meeting - [DG-AP(2022)3]
Chair of the Platform
16.00 For information and discussion
5. Review of implementation of treaties falling under the [CDDG(2022)4]
responsibility of the CDDG: information from members of the
CDDG on recent or upcoming signatures and ratifications, and
exchange of views on lessons and challenges in the
implementation of those instruments
17.30 End of discussions day 1



https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-5e-eloge-progress-2762-7855-3606-v-1/1680a62043
https://rm.coe.int/dg-ap-2022-3e-report-7th-meeting-eloge-platform-2778-1340-6726-v-1/1680a63184
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-4e-status-of-conventions-and-protocols-under-cddg-responsibi/1680a62956
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FRIDAY 22 APRIL

9.30 Welcome coffee and pastry, offered in front of the
meeting room
10.00-
11.30 For information and discussion
4, (Cont.) Promoting democratic governance through
shared experience
4.2. Exchange of views with senior officials from member
States
e Mr Viacheslav NEHODA, Deputy Minister for Communities
and Territorial Development, Ukraine (on-line)
e Ms Mzia GIORGOBIANI, Deputy Minister of Regional
Development and Infrastructure, Georgia
e Mr Dumitru UDREA, the Government’'s General Secretary,
Republic of Moldova
e Other officials and CDDG members: Ms Kakia Demetriou,
Local Government Directorate, Ministry of interior of Cyprus
11.30
7. (Cont.) Activities of the Committee of Ministers and other
Council of Europe bodies
For information and discussion
Exchange of views with:
e Ms Jelena Drenjanin, Chair of the Governance Committee,
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
e Mr Christoph Spreng, Vice-president of INGO Conference
For information
Information from the Secretariat [CDDG(2022)6]
13.00- lunch break
14.30
14.30 For information and discussion
4, (Cont.) Promoting democratic governance through
shared experience
15.00 For information and discussion
8. Democracy and technology: information by the rapporteur on

democracy and technology, including on the first meeting of the
Committee on Artificial Intelligence; exchange of views on the
CDDG contributions to the CAI work



https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-6e-activities-of-other-coe-bodies-nov-2021-april-2022-2778-1/1680a61f99
https://www.coe.int/en/web/artificial-intelligence/cai
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15.15 For information and discussion
9. Presidencies of the Committee of Ministers:
e  Priorities and agenda of Italy (Nov 2021-May 2022);
Discussion on CDDG contributions and involvement
15.30
7. (Cont.) Activities of the Committee of Ministers and other
Council of Europe bodies
For discussion and possible decision
e World Forum for Democracy 2022: information by the | [link]
Secretariat; exchange of views on a possible CDDG
contribution
16.00 For information
10. Information by the rapporteurs on gender mainstreaming
and on social matters including rights of persons with
disabilities
16.20 For decision
12, Election of two Bureau members. Following the resignation [CDDG(2022)7 +
of Ms Monika Kurian (Slovak Republic and Stefania Traustadottir Addendum]
(Iceland), the CDDG needs to elect two new bureau members
who would complete their terms of office for 2022-2023
13. Other business
For decision
14.
Date of the next meeting (28-29 November 2022; modalities
to be confirmed)
17.15 For decision [CDDG(2022)8]
15. Adoption of the abridged report
17.30 End of meeting



https://rm.coe.int/priorities-of-the-italian-presidency-of-the-committee-of-ministers-of-/1680a48d39&format=native
https://www.coe.int/en/web/world-forum-democracy/forum-2021
https://rm.coe.int/cddg-2022-7e-elections-2775-6456-6790-v-1/1680a628b2

