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Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair and two members of the Bureau 
[CDDG(2018)6] 

 

 

Introduction 

 

As a Council of Europe intergovernmental committee, the rules and working methods of 

the European Committee on Democracy and Governance (CDDG) are set out in CM 

Resolution CM Resolution (2011)24. The rules of procedure of intergovernmental 

committees are set out in Appendix 1 to the Resolution. 

 

In accordance with the rules of procedure, the CDDG shall elect a Chair, Vice-Chair and 

may appoint a Bureau.  

 

The rules of procedure stipulate that the role of the Chair is to “conduct proceedings and 

sum up the conclusions whenever he or she thinks necessary”. The Vice-Chair shall 

replace the Chair should the Chair be absent or otherwise unable to preside the meeting.  

 

The functions of the Bureau are: 

- to assist the Chair in conducting the committee’s business; 

- to supervise the preparation of meetings at the committee’s request; 

- to ensure continuity between meetings as necessary;  

- to execute other additional specific tasks delegated by its Committee. 

 

The term of office of the Chair and the Vice-Chair shall be one year and may be renewed 

once. The term of office of members shall correspond to the duration of the mandate of 

the committee and may be renewed once also. A member elected to replace another 

whose term of office has not expired shall complete her/his predecessor’s term. The 

same shall apply to the offices of Chair and Vice-Chair. 

 

In accordance with its Terms of Reference, the CDDG Bureau has 7 members consisting 

of the Chair, Vice-Chair and 5 members.  
 

Election of the Chair, Vice Chair and two members of the Bureau 

 

At its meeting in December 2017, the Committee elected Mr Peter Andre (Austria), Chair, 

for one year; Mr Francesco Giustino (Italy), Vice-Chair, for one year; Bureau members 

elected for two years (2018-2019) were: Mr Damien Feraille (France), Ms Milica Marković 

(Serbia), Mr Paul Rowsell (UK), Ms Stefanía Traustadóttir (Iceland).  

 

In November 2016, Mr Georgios Chrysafis (Greece) was elected Bureau member for a 

second term for the period 2017-2018. On 31 December 2018, Mr Georgios Chrysafis will 

complete his second term of office. 

 

At its meeting on 27 April 2018, the Bureau of the CDDG was notified that, due to a 

change in professional duties, Mr Damien Feraille would be resigning as CDDG member. 

 

The relevant excerpts from the rules of procedure of Council of Europe 

intergovernmental committees are set out in the Appendix. 

 

  

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016805cbc50
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Action required 

 

At the present meeting, the CDDG is invited to elect 

 

- its Chair and its Vice-Chair, each for a term of one year; 

- one member of the Bureau for the period 2019-2020; and 

- one member for the remainder of the mandate of Mr Damien Feraille, i.e. until 31 

December 2019. 

 

Attention is drawn also to the rules of procedure which further call for “an equitable 

distribution of posts, taking into account in particular geographical distribution, gender 

balance and, where relevant, legal systems.”  

 

Members of the CDDG are invited to signal their interest in the role of Chair, Vice Chair 

or Bureau member to the Secretariat no later than the end of the first day of the 

meeting (Wednesday, 28 November 2018, close of business). 

 

Elections of the Chair, the Vice-Chair and two members of the Bureau will take place at 

the end of the morning session of Thursday 29 November 2018, at 12 noon 

approximately. 
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APPENDIX 

 

Appendix 1 to Resolution CM/Res(2011)24 

 

Extract from the Rules of procedure for Council of Europe intergovernmental 

committees 

 

Article 12 – Chair 

 

a.  Every committee shall elect a Chair and Vice-Chair. However, the Chair of a 

subordinate body may be appointed by the steering or ad hoc committee to which it is 

answerable. 

 

b.  The Chair shall conduct proceedings and sum up the conclusions whenever he or 

she thinks necessary. He or she may call to order a speaker who departs from the 

subject under discussion or from the committee’s terms of reference.  The Chair shall 

retain the right to speak and to vote in her/his capacity as a member of the committee, 

except in cases where an additional expert from the same country has been appointed to 

sit on that committee. 

 

c.  The Vice-Chair shall replace the Chair if the latter is absent or otherwise unable to 

preside the meeting. If the Vice-Chair is absent, the Chair shall be replaced by another 

member of the Bureau, appointed by the latter or, where there is no Bureau, by a 

member of the committee appointed by the committee. 

 

d.  Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair shall require a two-thirds majority at the first 

ballot and a simple majority at the second ballot. In steering committees, the election 

shall be held by secret ballot, in other committees by a show of hands, unless a member 

of the committee requests a secret ballot. 

 

e.  The term of office of the Chair and Vice-Chair shall be one year. It may be 

renewed once. 

 

Article 13 – Bureau 

 

a.  Every steering and ad hoc committee may appoint a bureau consisting of the 

Chair, the Vice-Chair and a limited number of other members of the committee.  The 

number of other members shall be specified in the committee’s terms of reference.  Any 

other committee may, if need be, appoint a bureau composed, normally, of not more 

than three members in addition to the Chair and Vice-Chair.  The functions of the Bureau 

are: 

- to assist the Chair in conducting the committee’s business; 

- to supervise the preparation of meetings at the committee’s request; 

- to ensure continuity between meetings as necessary;  

- to execute other additional specific tasks delegated by its Committee. 

 

  



5 

 

Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair and two members of the Bureau 
[CDDG(2018)6] 

 

 

b. No decision on substantive issues shall be taken by the Bureau on behalf of the 

committee.  In exceptional cases and due to time constraint, the Bureau may have 

recourse to the tacit approval of all the members of the committee through electronic 

communication, in order to expedite procedure on decisions requested by the Committee 

of Ministers. 

 

c.  Other members of the Bureau shall be appointed in the same manner as the 

Chair and Vice-Chair. They shall be appointed immediately after the Chair and Vice-Chair 

in accordance with an equitable distribution of posts, taking into account in particular 

geographical distribution, gender balance and, where relevant, legal systems. 

 

d.  The term of office of such members shall correspond to the duration of the 

mandate of the committee and may be renewed once. However, a member may, on 

expiry of her/his second term, be appointed Chair or Vice-Chair. In order to ensure 

partial replacement of the Bureau each year, the first term of at least one such member 

shall be limited to one year. 

 

e.  A member elected to replace another whose term of office has not expired shall 

complete her/his predecessor’s term. The same shall apply to the offices of Chair and 

Vice-Chair. 

 

Article 14 – Working methods 

 

a.  Committees may appoint a rapporteur, a drafting committee or both. 

 

b.  Where necessary, in order to expedite the progress of their work, committees 

may entrust a rapporteur or a limited number of committee members with a specific task 

to be fulfilled by their next meeting, using primarily information technologies. 

 

c.  In exceptional cases, for specialised tasks that cannot be performed by a member 

of the committee or the Secretariat, committees may request the Secretary General to 

have recourse to consultants subject to the provisions of the relevant resolution and 

within the limits of budgetary appropriations. 

 

d.  Time- and cost-efficiency shall be a guiding principle for committee work, 

including best possible use of interactive technologies for networks and meetings. 

 

e. Agenda items for information only shall be communicated to members in advance 

by electronic means allowing the committee to focus during its meeting on agenda items 

for decision. 

 

* 

* * 


