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INDICATIVE TABLE OF ONGOING AND PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE DISABILITY STRATEGY 

HUMAN RIGHTS: A REALITY FOR ALL
Internal co-operation activities 

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

1. Update the case law on disability-related issues. ECHR OB 2017-2023 On-going

2. Raise awareness of, and integrate disability-related issues in the work of  
independent monitoring bodies and structures of the Council of Europe 

RPD in cooperation 
with monitoring 

bodies/ 
intergovernmental 

committees and 
Partial Agreements

OB 2017-2023 On-going

3. Training on the human rights of persons with disabilities for staff members.
RPD in cooperation 
with DHR and other 

CoE entities
OB 2018-2023

General activities

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

4. Organise an event to mark the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. RPD (in cooperation 
with ) DHR OB

3 
December
2017-2023 

5. Organise the Conference launching the Disability Strategy in co-operation with the 
Presidency of the Committee of Ministers. RPD + Cyprus OB

27-28 
March 
2017

Completed

6. Collect information from the member States on the implementation of the CoE RPD + CAHDP OB 2017-2023 On-going
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Disability Strategy; Analyse and compile information document to be used for 
biennial reporting.

7. Two side-events at COSP-10 on “Reforming social services in Europe to embrace 
the human rights approach” and on “A journey to strengthen cooperation between 
the international, regional and national human rights mechanisms on 
implementing the CRPD and SDGs ”.

RPD in co-operation 
with national, 

regional, international 
and NGO partners

OB+VC June 2017 Completed

8. Establish an informal network of disability focal points from national PWDOs and 
national human rights institutions, equality bodies and Ombudsman institutions 
and organise an event to discuss their participation and contribution towards the 
implementation of the Coe Disability Strategy. 

RPD + NHRI OB 2018 - 
2023

9. 6th Meeting of CAHDPH. RPD OB
27-29 

September 
2017

On-going

10. Prepare biennial reports of the implementation of the Disability Strategy for the 
Committee of Ministers. RPD OB 2018-2020-

2022
11. Factsheet on the rights of persons with disabilities under the (revised) European 

Charter of Social Rights ESC OB 2017 On-going

Publications
Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

12. Publish the Disability Strategy in English and French. RPD OB 2017 Completed
13. Publish the Disability Strategy as an easy to read version in English and French. RPD OB+VC 2017 On-going
14. Publish the Disability Strategy in braille and international sign language versions. RPD OB 2017 Completed 
15. Prepare factsheets for each of the five priority areas of the Strategy RPD OB 2018-2023
16. Publish and disseminate the report of the Conference launching the Disability 

Strategy. RPD OB 2017 On-going

17. Compile an on-line collection of good/best practices on the five priority areas of 
the Strategy. RPD OB 2018-2023
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Priority area 1:  Equality and non-discrimination

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

18. Publication and dissemination of the research study on equality and non-
discrimination. RPD OB 2017 Completed

19. Workshop to encourage the prohibition of all discrimination on the basis of 
disability and guarantee to persons with disabilities equal and effective legal 
protection against discrimination on all grounds. 

RPD + relevant in-
house and other 

partners
OB 2019-2020

20. Side-event on disability and non-discrimination during the Parliamentary Assembly 
Session. RPD + PACE OB 2018

21. Compile an on-line database and network of experts, organisations and other 
institutes that work in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities. RPD OB 2019-2020 On-going

22. Develop disability impact assessment tools to avoid potentially adverse effects of 
programmes/legislation on persons with disabilities. 

RPD + other regional 
and international 
partners/service 

providers
OB+VC 2018-2023

23. Draft guidelines for civil participation in political decision-making (which will be on 
the agenda of the GR-DEM on 11 July) including the principle:
4g Gender equality and equal participation of all groups including those with 
particular interests and needs such as young people, the elderly, people with 
disabilities, minorities, etc.;

European Committee 
on Democracy and 

Governance (CDDG)
2017
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Priority 2: Awareness raising

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

24. Publication and dissemination of the research study on awareness raising. RDP OB 2017 Completed

25. Compile and make available on line national translations of the Disability Strategy. RPD OB + VC 2017-2023

26. Compile and make available on line the publication of the Disability Strategy in 
accessible formats in member States. RPD OB + VC 2027-2023

27. Compile and make available an online a summary document providing an 
overview of specifically disability-related activities within the Council of Europe.

RPD + other CoE 
entities OB 2018-2023

28. Workshop on the image of persons with disabilities and challenging stereotypes in 
the media. 

RPD + DC + 
European/national 

media organisations
OB+VC 2018-2019

29. Seminar on awareness-raising of the rights, conditions of life and potentials of 
persons with disabilities in co-operation with the Presidency of the Committee of 
Ministers.

RPD + Denmark OB+VC 2018

30. Organise a youth and disability event with the No Hate Speech Movement RPD + No Hate Speech 
Movement OB 2018/2020

31. Build a communication plan. RPD in cooperation 
with DC OB 2018

Priority area 3: Accessibility

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

32. Publication and dissemination of the research study on accessibility. RPD  OB 2017 Completed

33. Organise two RTs on accessibility during the plenary meeting of the CAHDPH RPD OB 2017 On-going
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34. Conduct an audit on accessibility of the CoE disability website. RPD + DIT OB 2017-2018 Completed

35. Prepare a report on “Children with disabilities and digital media” RPD+Children’s Rights OB 2017-2018 On-going

Priority area 4: Equal recognition before the law

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

36. Publication of the research study on equal recognition before the law. RPD OB March 
2017 Completed

37. Workshop to share good practices of anti-discrimination policy and legislation with 
particular focus on the shift from the medical model to the social model and 
supported decision-making options. 

RPD OB 2019-2020

Priority area 5: Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse

Activities Entity Budget Timeframe Current Status

Publication and dissemination of the research study on freedom from exploitation, 
violence and abuse. RPD OB 2017 Completed

Organise a round-table on the rights of persons with disabilities to live free from 
exploitation, violence and abuse and the support services and report procedures.

RPD + relevant CoE 
entities (GE, SOGI, 

Children, HT, Youth, 
Education, etc.).

OB 2018-2019

Round-table on freedom from violence and abuse for girls and women with disabilities 
in co-operation with the Presidency of the Committee of Ministers. RPD + Denmark OB + VC 2018 

PACE report on Detainees with severe disabilities in Europe PACE OB 2017/2018 On-going
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PACE report on Protecting the rights of people with psychosocial disabilities with 
regard to involuntary measures in psychiatry PACE OB 2017/2019 On-going

Cross-Cutting Themes

Round-table on multiple discrimination, compilation and dissemination of good 
practice

RPD + relevant CoE 
entities and external 

partners
OB + VC 2020

Round-table on women and girls with disabilities RPD + relevant CoE 
entities OB 2021

Round table on quality education, including human rights education, compilation and 
dissemination of good practice

RPD + relevant CoE 
entities OB 2022

Round table on universal design and reasonable accommodation, , compilation and 
dissemination of good practice

RPD + relevant CoE 
entities and external 

partners
OB 2023

Abbreviations: 

CAHDPH: Ad Hoc Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
CoE Council of Europe
COSP: Conference of State Parties to the UN CRPD
CRPD: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
DRH: Council of Europe Directorate of Human Resources
ECtHR: European Court of Human Rights 
ESC: European Social Charter
GE: Gender Equality Unit 
MS: Member States
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NHRI: National Human Rights Institutions
OB: Ordinary Budget
PACE: Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
PWDO: Persons with Disabilities Organisations 
RPD: Rights of Persons with Disabilities Unit 
VC: Voluntary Contribution


