
CAHDPH(2017)4E
28 July 2017

Ad Hoc Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CAHDPH)

6TH MEETING, 27-29 SEPTEMBER 2017
STRASBOURG, COUNCIL OF EUROPE - AGORA BUILDING, MEETING ROOM G03

Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair

Document prepared by the Secretariat



2

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Article 12 of Appendix 1 to Resolution CM/Res (2011) 24 of the Committee of Ministers on 
intergovernmental committees and subordinate bodies, their terms of reference and working 
methods, deals with the election of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of Council of Europe 
committees and Article 13 with the Bureau. The key passages of these two Articles read as follows:

“Article 12 – Chair

a. Every committee shall elect a Chair and Vice-Chair. However, the Chair of a subordinate 
body may be appointed by the steering or ad hoc committee to which it is answerable.

b. The Chair shall conduct proceedings and sum up the conclusions whenever he or she 
thinks necessary. He or she may call to order a speaker who departs from the subject under 
discussion or from the committee’s terms of reference. The Chair shall retain the right to speak and 
to vote in her/his capacity as a member of the committee, except in cases where an additional 
expert from the same country has been appointed to sit on that committee.

c. The Vice-Chair shall replace the Chair if the latter is absent or otherwise unable to preside 
the meeting. If the Vice-Chair is absent, the Chair shall be replaced by another member of the 
Bureau, appointed by the latter or, where there is no Bureau, by a member of the committee 
appointed by the committee.

d. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair shall require a two-thirds majority at the first ballot and 
a simple majority at the second ballot. In steering committees, the election shall be held by secret 
ballot, in other committees by a show of hands, unless a member of the committee requests a 
secret ballot.

e. The term of office of the Chair and Vice-Chair shall be one year. It may be renewed 
once.

Article 13 – Bureau

a. Every steering and ad hoc committee may appoint a bureau consisting of the Chair, the 
Vice-Chair and a limited number of other members of the committee.  The number of other 
members shall be specified in the committee’s terms of reference.  Any other committee may, if 
need be, appoint a bureau composed, normally, of not more than three members in addition to the 
Chair and Vice-Chair.  The functions of the Bureau are:

- to assist the Chair in conducting the committee’s business;
- to supervise the preparation of meetings at the committee’s request;
- to ensure continuity between meetings as necessary; 
- to execute other additional specific tasks delegated by its Committee.

b. No decision on substantive issues shall be taken by the Bureau on behalf of the committee.  
In exceptional cases and due to time constraint, the Bureau may have recourse to the tacit 
approval of all the members of the committee through electronic communication, in order to 
expedite procedure on decisions requested by the Committee of Ministers.

c. Other members of the Bureau shall be appointed in the same manner as the Chair and 
Vice-Chair. They shall be appointed immediately after the Chair and Vice-Chair in accordance with 
an equitable distribution of posts, taking into account in particular geographical distribution, gender 
balance and, where relevant, legal systems.

d. The term of office of such members shall correspond to the duration of the mandate of the 
committee and may be renewed once. However, a member may, on expiry of her/his second term, 
be appointed Chair or Vice-Chair. In order to ensure partial replacement of the Bureau each year, 
the first term of at least one such member shall be limited to one year.
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e. A member elected to replace another whose term of office has not expired shall complete 
her/his predecessor’s term. The same shall apply to the offices of Chair and Vice-Chair.”

II. 5th MEETING OF CAHDPH, 5-7 October 2016

The Committee agreed by consensus to elect Mr. Alfredo FERRANTE (Italy), as Chair for one 
year. 

The Committee held a vote on the election of the Vice Chair and members of the Bureau. The 
Committee elected Ms. Eveliina PÖYHÖNEN (Finland) as Vice-Chair for one year and for the 
Bureau, Ms.  Brigitte PLUMET (Belgium) and Ms. Nadezhda HARIZANOVA (Bulgaria) for two 
years, and Ms. Margaryta KROPIVNYTSKA (Ukraine) for one year.  

The current terms of reference of CAHDPH will expire on 31 December 2017. By that date, the 
Committee is entitled to hold one single meeting – the present plenary.

Therefore, at its 6th meeting, the Committee should elect/re-elect the Chair and Vice Chair (see 
article 12 e above) as well as ensure partial replacement of its Bureau (see article 13 d above – 
“In order to ensure partial replacement of the Bureau each year, the first term of at least one 
such member shall be limited to one year”. All member States’ official representatives to the 
CAHDPH are eligible to stand for election.


