
 

 

 
 

Reference data 2016 (01/01/2016 - 31/12/2016)
 

Start/end date of the data collection campaign : 01/06/2017 - 31/12/2017
 

Objective :
The CEPEJ decided, at its 28th plenary meeting, to launch the seventh evaluation cycle 2016 – 2018, focused on 2016 data.

The CEPEJ wishes to use the methodology developed in the previous cycles to get, with the support of its national

correspondents' network, a general evaluation of the judicial systems in the 47 member states of the Council of Europe as

well as two observer states (Israel and Morocco). This will enable policy makers and judicial practitioners to take account of

such unique information when carrying out their activities.

The present questionnaire was adapted by the Working group on evaluation of judicial systems (CEPEJ-GT-EVAL) in view

of the previous evaluation cycles and considering the comments submitted by CEPEJ members, observers, experts and

national correspondents. The aim of this exercise is to increase awareness of judicial systems in the participating states, to

compare the functioning of judicial systems in their various aspects, as well as to have a better knowledge of the trends of

the judicial organisation in order to help improve the efficiency of justice. The evaluation questionnaire and the analysis of

the results becomes a genuine tool in favour of public policies on justice, for the sake of the European citizens.
 

Instruction :
The ways to use the application and to answer the questions are guided by two main documents:

-User manual

-Explanatory note

 

While the explanatory note gives definitions and explanations on the CEPEJ evaluation questionnaire and the methodology

needed for replying, the User manual is a tool to help you navigate through this application. You can download the

Explanatory note as a whole on the CEPEJ website. The specific explanations are also accessible for each question within

this application under the tab "Explanatory note". This will serve as immediate consultation tool when answering questions.

The user manual is accessible in the "Documentation" tab of the application.

In case you have any questions related to these documents or on the use of the application, please do not hesitate to contact

the Secretariat.

1.General information 

1.1.Demographic and economic data

 

001. Number of inhabitants (if possible on 1 January of the reference year +1)
 

   [ 7101859 ]  
 

Comments 
 

1. Evaluation of the judicial systems (2016-2018 cycle)

Bulgaria Generated on : 29/08/2018 11:17

1.1.1.Inhabitants and economic general information
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002. Total of annual public expenditure at state level and where appropriate, public expenditure at

regional or federal entity level (in €)

 

Comments 
 

003. Per capita GDP (in €) in current prices for the reference year 
 

   [ 6645 ]  
 

Comments No explanation.
 

004. Average gross annual salary (in €) for the reference year 
 

   [ 5900 ]  

[  ] NA
 

Comments No explanation.
 

005. Exchange rate of national currency (non-Euro zone) in € on 1 January of the reference year

+1
 

   [ 1.95583 ] 
Allow decimals : 5

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

A1. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 1 to 5
 

  Sources: Question 1: Population as of 31.12.2016. Source: National Statistical Institute

Question 3: Preliminary data. Source: NSI

Question 4: Preliminary data. Source: NSI, establishment survey on number of employees, wages and salaries and other labour costs

   

 

006. Annual (approved and implemented) public budget allocated to the functioning of all courts,

in € (without the budget of the public prosecution services and without the budget of legal aid). If

you cannot separate the budget allocated to the courts from the budgets of public prosecution

services and/or legal aid, please go to question 7. If you are able to answer this question 6, please

answer NAP to the question 7.

Amount

State or federal level  16612569143
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 Regional / federal entity level (total for all regions / federal entities)  2640358255
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

1.1.2.Budgetary data concerning judicial system
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Comments - Please indicate any useful comment to explain the figures provided. If the annual public budget allocated to the functioning

of all courts actually implemented is different from the approved annual public budget allocated to the functioning of all courts, please

indicate the main differences: In Category 2 Annual public budget allocated to computerisation (approved and implemented) the amount

of 631830 euro has been included, which is used for purchase of computers for the courts from the budget of the Supreme Judicial

Council. The significant difference between approved and implemented budget allocated to computerisation comes from the impossibility

of spending the ensured funds for purchase of computers, because of pending procedures under the Public Procurement Act.

The difference between the approved budget for computerisation between 2014 and 2016 is a result of the additional funds of 631830 euro

that have been included for purchase of computers for the courts from the budget of the Supreme Judicial Council, as well as other

investments in IT. However due to the delays in procurement procedures, these funds were not spent and this is reflected also in the

difference with implemented budget for computerisation for 2016.

The increase in the annual state budget (approved and implemented) for justice expenses – expert opinions, translations, etc. - is due to a

change in the way of determining the remunerations of court experts. According to the Ordinance in force until the middle of 2015, the

court experts shall receive BGN 5 per hour and according to the amendment, the remuneration paid shall be 2.3% of the minimum wage.

This is an increase of 75% of the remuneration per hour in 2015 and 93% in 2016, with a minimum wage as of 01.07.2015 amounting to

BGN 380 and with a minimum wage as of 01.01.2016, amounting to BGN 420. The increase in the annual state budget (approved and

implemented) for court expenditures – expert opinions, translations, etc. - in 2016 compared to 2014 is 36.09%. Besides, the amount of

court expenditures (approved and implemented budget) has been influenced also by the cases related to the flow of refugees, passing or

remaining on the territory of Bulgaria. This is due to the need for specific knowledge in foreign languages, the need for

translators/interpreters, special expert opinions and etc. The fact, that the number of cases, their type and the carrying out of expertise for

which specific knowledge is needed depends on the situation, the situation in the respective year in the country, is not insignificant in

determining the amount of court expenditures. The presence or absence of significant cases, cases involving the interrogation of many

witnesses or others also have a direct impact on the amount of these expenditures. The increase in the annual state budget (approved and

implemented) for training in 2016 and in 2015 compared to 2014 is due to the fact that in 2014 most of the trainings were carried out

through European Union funds under the Operational Programme “Administrative Capacity”. In Category 7 Other, the amounts for

Approved budget (in €) Implemented budget (in €)

TOTAL - Annual public budget allocated to the functioning

of all courts (1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 + 7)

 154970220
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 150207650
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Annual public budget allocated to (gross) salaries  124012010
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 123128396
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Annual public budget allocated to computerisation

(equipment, investments, maintenance)

 2251935
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1031772
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Annual public budget allocated to justice expenses

(expertise, interpretation, etc), without legal aid. NB: this

does not concern the taxes and fees to be paid by the

parties.

 1810000
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1797079
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Annual public budget allocated to court buildings

(maintenance, operating costs)

 11834293
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 9271684
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

5. Annual public budget allocated to investments in new

(court) buildings [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

6. Annual public budget allocated to training  35231
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 33888
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

7. Other (please specify)  15026751
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 14944831
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
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compensations under the Employment Code and Judiciary System Act, costs for apparel, social and cultural services and payments paid

for sickness absence has been paid at the expense of the employer. For 2016 this category also includes the amounts for major renovations

of court buildings - respectively 119690 euro in implemented budget column and 142954 in approved budget column. The last is due to

the amendments in the Judiciary System Act according to which the budget for investments in new (court) buildings and for major

renovations of court buildings is allocated to the Judiciary, not to the Ministry of Justice.

Regarding the approved annual public budget to “court buildings” the increase between 2014 and 2016 is due to the necessary amounts

for the maintenance and running costs for the newly acquired building for Sofia regional court (Sofia first instance court) on “Tsar Boris”

boulevard, which is used for first time for a full year .
 

007. (Modified question) If you cannot answer question 6 because you cannot isolate the budget

allocated to courts from the budget allocated to public prosecution services and/or legal aid, please

fill only the appropriate line in the table according to your system:

 

Comments: 
 

008. Are litigants in general required to pay a court tax or fee to start a proceeding at a court of

general jurisdiction: 

 

Comments - If there are exceptions to the rule to pay a court tax or fee, could you please provide comments on those exceptions?

According to article 83 of the Code of Civil Procedure, fees and costs of the proceeding shall not be deposited: by the plaintiffs who are

factory or office workers or cooperative members in respect of any actions arising from employment relationships; by the plaintiffs in

respect of any actions for maintenance obligations; on any actions brought by a prosecutor; by the plaintiff in respect of any actions for

damages sustained as a result of a tort or offence, for which a sentence has entered into effect; by the ad hoc representatives of the party

whose address is unknown, appointed by the court. Besides, fees and costs of the proceeding shall not be deposited by any natural persons

who have been found by the court to lack sufficient means to pay the said fees and costs. Considering the petition for waiver, the court

shall take into consideration: the income accruing to the person and to the family thereof; the property status, as certified by a declaration;

the family situation; the health status; the employment status; the age; other circumstances ascertained. In all these cases, the costs of the

proceeding shall be paid from the amounts allocated under the budget of the court.

According to article 84 of the Code of Civil Procedure, payment of stamp duty but not of court costs shall be waived for: the State and the

government institutions, except in actions for private state receivables and rights to corporeal things constituting private state property; the

Bulgarian Red Cross; the municipalities, except in actions for private municipal receivables and rights to corporeal things constituting

private municipal property.
 

Approved budget (in €) Implemented budget (in €)

Total annual public budget allocated to all courts and the

public prosecution services together [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Total annual public budget allocated to all courts and legal

aid together [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Total annual public budget allocated to all courts, public

prosecution services and legal aid together [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Litigants required to pay a court tax or
fee to start a proceeding at a court of
general jurisdiction ?

for criminal cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

for other than criminal cases   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
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008-1. Please briefly present the methodology of calculation of court taxes or fees:
 

  - Court taxes are set out in Wage Rate  1 to the Law on State Fees, collected by the courts, prosecution, investigative services and

Ministry of Justice

   
 

008-2. The amount of court fees to commence an action for 3000€ debt recovery:
 

   [ 120 ] 

[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

009. Annual income of court taxes or fees received by the State (in €)
 

   [ 49902118 ] 

[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

012. Annual approved public budget allocated to legal aid, in €. 

 

Comments 
 

012-1. Annual implemented public budget allocated to legal aid, in €.

 

Comments - If the public budget actually implemented regarding legal aid is different from the annual approved public budget allocated to

TOTAL Criminal cases Other than criminal
cases

TOTAL - Annual approved public budget

allocated to legal aid (12.1 + 12.2)

 4202804
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

12.1 for cases brought to court
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

12.2 for non-litigious cases or cases not

brought to court (legal consultation, ADR, etc.) [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

TOTAL Criminal cases Other than criminal
cases

TOTAL - Annual implemented public budget

allocated to legal aid (12-1.1 + 12-1.2)

 4197520
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

12-1.1 for cases brought to court
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

12-1.2 for non-litigious cases or cases not

brought to court (legal consultation, ADR, etc.) [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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legal aid, please indicate the main differences: 
 

013. Total annual (approved and implemented) public budget allocated to the public prosecution

services, in €. 

 

Please indicate any useful comment to explain the figures provided. Moreover, if the annual public budget allocated to the public

prosecution services actually implemented is different from the approved annual public budget allocated to the public prosecution

services, please indicate the main differences: 
 

014. Authorities formally responsible for the budgets allocated to the courts (multiple options

possible):

 

Comments - If any other Ministry and/or inspection body and/or other, please specify:  Under other ministry or office is noted the

Ministry of finances. 
 

A2. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 6 to 14:
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council - When answering questions 6, 9 and 13 data from the Law on the state budget for 2016,

Approved budget (in €) Implemented budget (in €)

Total annual public budget allocated to the public

prosecution services, in €

 103474815
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 102876460
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Preparation of the
total court budget

Adoption/approval
of the total court
budget

Management and
allocation of the
budget among the
courts

Evaluation of the
use of the budget
at a national level

Ministry of Justice   ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

Other ministry   ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

Parliament   (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

Supreme Court   (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

High Judicial Council   ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

Courts   (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

Inspection body   (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

Other   (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP

  (    )  Yes

  ( X )  No
[  ] NAP
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designations of the Council of ministers and financial reports for the execution of the budget at 31.12.2016 has been used.

The source of information under Q12 - State Budget of the Republic of Bulgaria Act for 2016 - budget of the Ministry of Justice -

"Justice Policy", Decree of the Council of Ministers  380 / 29.12.2015 on the implementation of the state budget for 2016 -

Programme "Equal access to justice".

   

 

015-1. Annual (approved and implemented) public budget allocated to the whole justice system, in

€ (this global budget includes the court system as defined under question 6 and also the prison

system, the judicial protection of juveniles, the operation of the Ministry of Justice, etc.). 

 

Please indicate any useful comment to explain the figures provided above and specify if a large portion of the budget allocated to the

whole justice system comes from an international organisation. Moreover, if the annual public budget allocated to the whole justice

system actually implemented is different from the approved annual public budget allocated to the whole justice system, please indicate the

main differences: 
 

015-2. (Modified question) Please indicate the budgetary elements that are included in the whole

justice system by specifying on the one hand the elements of the judicial system budget (please

check the consistency with questions 6, 12 and 13). (Note: NAP means that the element does not

exist in your system):

 

Comments: 
 

015-3. (Modified question) On the other hand, please specify the other budgetary elements

included in the whole justice system budget. (Note: NAP means that the element does not exist in

your system):

1.1.3.Budgetary data concerning the whole justice system

Approved budget (in €) Implemented budget (in €)

Total annual public budget allocated to the whole justice

system in €

 377099680
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 367019677
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Included

Court (see question 6)   ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

Legal aid (see question 12)   ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

Public prosecution services (see question 13)   ( X )  Yes

  (    )  No
[  ] NAP

Included
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Comments - If “other”, please specify: 
 

A3. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 15-1, 15-2 and 15-3:
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council, National Legal Aid Bureau, Constitutional Coutr and Ministry of Justice

Prison system   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Probation services   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Council of the judiciary   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Constitutional court   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Judicial management body   (    ) Yes

  (    ) No
[ X ] NAP

State advocacy   (    ) Yes

  (    ) No
[ X ] NAP

Enforcement services   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Notariat   (    ) Yes

  (    ) No
[ X ] NAP

Forensic services   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Judicial protection of juveniles   (    ) Yes

  (    ) No
[ X ] NAP

Functioning of the Ministry of Justice   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Refugees and asylum seekers services   (    ) Yes

  (    ) No
[ X ] NAP

Immigration Service   (    ) Yes

  (    ) No
[ X ] NAP

Some police services (e.g. : transfer, investigation, prisoners’ security)   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Other   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Page 8 of 75



2.Access to justice and all courts 

2.1.Legal Aid

 

016. Does legal aid apply to: 

 

Comments 
 

017. Does legal aid include the coverage of or the exemption from court fees?  
      (    ) Yes  
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

018. Can legal aid be granted for the fees that are related to the enforcement of judicial decisions

(e.g. fees of an enforcement agent)?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

019. Can legal aid be granted for other costs (different from those mentioned in questions 16 to 18,

e.g. fees of technical advisors or experts, costs of other legal professionals (notaries), travel costs

etc.)? 

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 

 

020. (Modified question) Please indicate the number of cases for which legal aid has been granted:

2.1.1.Scope of legal aid

Criminal cases Other than criminal cases

Representation in court   ( X )  Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

  ( X )  Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Legal advice   ( X )  Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

  ( X )  Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Criminal cases Other than criminal cases

Legal aid granted for other costs   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

2.1.2.Quantitative information on legal aid
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Comments - Please specify when appropriate: The increasing of the number of cases other than criminal for which legal aid was provided

is due to the amendments (in force from 19 March 2013) in the Legal Aid Act according to which the circle of persons entitled to legal aid

was broadened. Foremost there was an increase of the number of cases for which legal aid was provided for seekers of international

protection under the Asylum and Refugees Act; under the Law on Child Protection; for persons entitled to maintenance under Council

Regulation (EC) No 4/2009 on jurisdiction, applicable law, recognition and enforcement of decisions and cooperation in matters relating

to maintenance obligations; for victims of domestic or sexual violence or of trafficking in human beings. Furthermore, there are two new

forms for providing legal aid for consultation – the National Telephone Line for Legal Aid as well as Regional Centres for consultation

functioning in some the the Bar Councils. Thanks to those two forms for providing legal aid the number of other than criminal cases

increased. In respect to criminal cases not brought to court, they remain 0 as in 2014. The increase in the number of criminal cases

brought to court for which legal aid has been granted stems also from the amendment to the Legal Aid Act and the extension of the legal

aid scope. 
 

021. In criminal cases, can individuals who do not have sufficient financial means be assisted by a

free of charge (or financed by a public budget) lawyer? 

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

022. If yes, are individuals free to choose their lawyer within the framework of the legal aid

system?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

023. (Modified question) Does your country have an income and assets evaluation for granting

(full or partial) legal aid to the applicant? The answer NAP means that there is no income and/or

assets evaluation system for granting legal aid.

Cases brought to court Cases not brought to court /
non-litigious cases

TOTAL  42466
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 3106
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

In criminal cases  39599
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 0
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

In other than criminal cases  2867
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 3106
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Assisted by a free of charge lawyer

Accused individuals   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Victims   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Annual income value (for
one person), (in €)

Annual assets value (for one
person), (in €)
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Comments - If yes, please indicate if any other criteria are taken into account for the granting of legal aid and any comment that could

explain the figures provided above: According to the Law on Legal Aid, the applicants for legal aid declare their property and for the

value of the annual income a document from the relevant competent authority is required. The monthly income should not exceed the

poverty line for the respective year, which is determined each year by a Council of Ministers Decree. In addition to these criteria, the legal

aid body shall take into account the applicant's employment, age and health status.
 

024. In other than criminal cases, is it possible to refuse legal aid for lack of merit of the case (for

example for frivolous action or no chance of success)?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please explain the exact criteria for denying legal aid: 
 

025. In other than criminal cases, is the decision to grant or refuse legal aid taken by (one option

only):  
      (    ) the court 
      (    ) an authority external to the court 
      ( X ) a mixed authority (court and external bodies)

 

Comments 
 

026. Is there a private system of legal expense insurance enabling individuals (this does not

concern companies or other legal persons) to finance court proceedings?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If appropriate, please inform about the current development of such insurances in your country; is it a growing phenomenon? 
 

027. Can judicial decisions direct how legal costs, paid by the parties during the procedure, will be

shared: 

Full legal aid for criminal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Full legal aid for other than criminal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Partial legal aid for criminal  cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Partial legal aid for other than criminal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Judicial decisions direct how legal
costs will be shared

in criminal cases   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

in other than criminal cases   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
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Comments 
 

B1. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 20 and 23 :
 

  Sources: National Legal Aid Bureau

    

2.2.Users of the courts and victims

 

028. Are there official internet sites/portals (e.g. Ministry of Justice, etc.) for which the general

public may have free of charge access to the following: 

 

Comments - Please specify what documents and information the addresses for “other documents” include: 
 

029. (Modified question) Is there an obligation to provide information to the parties concerning the

foreseeable timeframes of proceedings?  
      ( X ) Yes, always 
      (    ) No 
      (    ) Yes, only in some specific situations

 

Comments - If yes, only in some specific situations, please specify: 
 

030. Is there a public and free-of-charge specific information system to inform and to help victims

of crime?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

031. Are there special favourable arrangements to be applied, during judicial proceedings, to the

following categories of vulnerable persons: 

2.2.1.Rights of the users and victims

Yes, please indicate the
internet adresse(es)

No

legal texts (e.g. codes, laws, regulations, etc.)       ( X ) http://dv.parliament.bg       (    )

case-law of the higher court/s       ( X )

http://www.sac.government.bg

http://www.vks.bg

      (    )

other documents (e.g. downloadable forms, online

registration)

      ( X ) www.compensation.bg       (    )

Information
mechanism

Special arrangements
in hearings

Other specific
arrangements
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Comments - If “other vulnerable person” and/or “other special arrangements”, please specify: Criminal Procedure Code: Where the

victim, on account of being underage or of a physical or mental deficiency, is unable to defend his/her rights and legal interests, the

prosecutor may bring a civil action to his/her benefit (Article 51). Participation of the defence counsel in criminal proceedings shall be

mandatory in cases where: the accused party is underage; the accused party suffers from physical or mental deficiencies, which prevent

him/her from proceeding pro se; the case is concerned with a criminal offence punishable by deprivation of liberty of no less than ten

years or another heavier punishment; the accused party does not have command of the Bulgarian language; the interests of the accused

parties are contradictory and one of the parties has his/her own defence counsel; a request under Article 64 has been made or the accused

party is detained; the case is tried in the absence of the accused party; the accused party cannot afford to pay a lawyer fee, wishes to have

a defence counsel and the interests of justice so require (article 94).

Where the interests of the child or young person victim and his/her parent, custodian or guardian are contradictory, the respective body

shall appoint for him/her a special representative who is a lawyer. A special representative who is a lawyer shall also be appointed for the

victim, where he/she is incapacitated or has limited capacity and his/her interests stand in contradiction to those of his/her custodian or

guardian. The special representative shall participate as attorney in the criminal proceedings. The provisions of Articles 91, paragraph 3

and 92 shall also apply to the special representative mutatis mutandis (article 101).

Children shall be interrogated as witnesses in the presence of a pedagogue or psychologist, and where necessary, also in the presence of

their parent or guardian. Young persons shall be interrogated as witnesses in the presence of the persons under paragraph 1, if the

respective body finds this necessary. With authorisation of the body conducting the interrogation, the persons under paragraph (1) may put

questions to the witness. The body conducting the interrogation shall explain to the witness who is a child the necessity of giving true

testimony, without warning him/her about any responsibility. Children or minors may also be interrogated as witnesses, where necessary,

via a video conference (article 140).

The case shall be examined or individual acts within court proceedings shall occur behind closed doors where this is required in view of

safeguarding the state secret or morality, as well as in the hypotheses of Article 123, Paragraph 2, item 2. The provision of paragraph (1)

may also apply where this is necessary for preventing the divulgence of facts pertaining to the intimate life of citizens. Witnesses who are

children or minors, having become victims of crime, may be interrogated behind closed doors. Sentences shall be announced publicly in

all cases (article 263).

Under Article 28, paragraph 1, items 1 and 2 cases against underage persons shall be examined at first instance in a panel of one judge and

two assessors and in cases under Article 28, paragraph 1, item 3 - in a panel of two judges and 3 assessors. Assessors must be teachers or

educators. Where the underage person is a military service officer, the case shall be examined under the procedure set forth under Chapter

thirty-one (article 390).

The court hearing in cases against underage persons shall be conducted behind closed doors, unless the court finds it in the interest of the

public to examine the case at an open court hearing. By discretion of the court, an inspector from the child pedagogical facility and a

representative of the educational establishment in which the underage person studies may be invited to the court hearing (article 391).

The parents or guardians of underage persons shall be summoned to the hearings of cases against them. They shall have the right to take

Victims of sexual violence/rape   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Victims of terrorism   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Minors (witnesses or victims)   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Victims of domestic violence   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Ethnic minorities   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Disabled persons   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Juvenile offenders   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Other (e.g. victims of human trafficking, forced

marriage, sexual mutilation)

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
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part in the collection and verification of evidentiary materials and to make requests, remarks and objections. Failure of the parents or

guardians to appear shall not be an obstacle to the examination of the case, unless the court finds that their participation is necessary. In

cases against underage persons, the participation of a prosecutor shall be mandatory. In these cases no private prosecutors shall participate

(article 392).
 

031-1. Is it possible for minors to be a party to a judicial proceeding: 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify which procedures can be concerned (civil, criminal, administrative / normal or accelerated procedure)

and at which conditions (can children benefit from legal aid, be represented by a lawyer, etc.): 
 

032. Does your country allocate compensation for victims of crime?  
      ( X ) Yes, please specify for which kind of offences:terrorism; intentional murder; attempted murder; intentional grievous bodily harm;

sexual abuse; rape; trafficking in people;a crime committed by order or under a decision of an organized criminal group;or another serious

premeditated crime resulting in death or grievous bodily harm, as consequences of offence defined by statute. 
      (    ) No

 

Comments  
 

032-1. (New question) Is a court decision necessary in the framework of the compensation

procedure?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments With regard to pending criminal or civil cases - a court decision is necessary.

In the procedure under the Law on Support and Financial Compensation to Victims of Crime - in one of the hypothesis for providing

financial compensation a guilty verdict upon entry into force is required.
 

033. If yes, does this compensation come from: 
      [ X ] a public fund  
      [ X ] damages and interests to be paid by the person responsible 
      [    ] a private fund 

 

Comments 
 

034. Are there studies that evaluate the recovery rate of the damages awarded by courts to victims? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please illustrate with available data concerning the recovery rate, the title of the studies, the frequency of the studies

and the coordinating body: 
 

035. Do public prosecutors have a specific role with respect to the victims (protection and

assistance)?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
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036. Do victims of crime have the right to dispute a public prosecutor’s decision to discontinue a

case? Please verify the consistency of your answer with that of question 105 regarding the

possibility for a public prosecutor "to discontinue a case without needing a  decision by a judge".

(The answer NAP means that the public prosecutor cannot decide to discontinue a case on his/her

own. A decision by a judge is needed.) 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

[  ] NAP
 

Comments - If necessary, please specify: 

 

037. (Modified question) Is there a system for compensating users in the following circumstances: 

 

Comments - Where appropriate, please give details on the compensation procedure and the calculation method for the amount of the

compensation (e.g. the amount per day for unjustified detentions or convictions): The Act on the Liability for Damage Incurred by the

State and the Municipalities sets out the procedure for laibility for activity of the Administration, law-enforcement authorities,

Commission for Forfeiture of Unlawfully Acquired Assets and Liability for actions of the judiciary bodies, for violation of the right to a

hearing and pronouncement of judgment within a reasonable time.

Chapter Three A of the Judiciary System Act regulates the rules for reviewing applications against the right to be heard within a

reasonable time, payment of compensation in case of violations and the relevant measures to remedy the breaches. 
 

038. (Modified question) Did your country implement surveys aimed at legal professionals and

court users to measure their trust in justice and their satisfaction with the services delivered by the

judicial system? If yes, how frequently and up to what level? 

2.2.2.Confidence of citizens in their justice system

Number of requests for
compensation

Number of
condemnations

Total amount (in €)

Total
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Excessive length of proceedings
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Non-execution of court decisions
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Wrongful arrest
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Wrongful conviction
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Other
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

National level Court level
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Comments - Please, indicate the references and links to the satisfaction surveys you mentioned above: 
 

040. Is there a national or local procedure for making complaints about the functioning of the

judicial system? (for example the handling of a case by a judge or the duration of a proceeding) 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

041. (Modified question) If yes, please specify certain aspects of this procedure: 

1. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at judges       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

2. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at court staff       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

3. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at public prosecutors       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

4. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at lawyers       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

5. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at the parties       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

6. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at other court users (e.g.

jurors, witnesses, experts, interpreters, representatives of

governmental agencies)

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

7. (Satisfaction) surveys aimed at victims       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

8. Other not mentioned       [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

      [    ]  Annual

      [    ]  Other regular

      [    ]  Ad hoc

Authority responsible for
dealing with the complaint

Time limit for dealing with
the complaint

Court concerned   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Higher court   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Ministry of Justice   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Council of the Judiciary   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Other external bodies (e.g. Ombudsman)   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
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041-1. (Modified question) Please specify further certain aspects of this procedure: 

 

Comments - If possible, please give information concerning the efficiency of this complaint procedure and any useful comment: “Other

external body” is the Inspectorate at SJC, which is a separate body within the Judiciary. Its powers are set out under art. 54 of the

Judiciary System Act:

(1) The Inspectorate shall:

1. check the organisation of administrative operation of the courts, prosecution offices and investigating authorities;

2. check the arrangements made for the institution and progress of court, prosecutorial and investigative cases, as well as the disposal

thereof within the established time limits;

3. analyse and summarise the cases that have been disposed of by virtue of an enforceable judicial instrument, as well as the case files and

cases disposed of by prosecutors and investigating magistrates;

4. in the presence of conflicting case-law, the existence of which has been found in carrying out the activity under Paragraph (3), it shall

alert the competent authorities of the need to request the rendition of interpretative judgements or interpretative decrees;

5. upon breaches identified in the implementation of the activities under Items 1 to 3, it shall alert the administrative head of the judicial

authority concerned and the respective chamber of the Supreme Judicial Council;

6. make proposals for the imposition of disciplinary sanctions on judges, prosecutors and investigating magistrates and on the

administrative heads of judicial authorities;

7. address alerts, proposals and reports to other state bodies, including the competent judicial authorities;

8. carry out integrity testing and examinations for conflict of interest of judges, prosecutors and investigating magistrates, verifications of

the financial interests disclosure declarations, as well as checks for identifying actions damaging the prestige of the Judiciary and such

related to impairment of the independence of judges, prosecutors and investigating magistrates;

9. examine applications against an infringement of the right to have a case examined and disposed of within a reasonable time;

10. adopt internal rules for carrying out the testing and examinations under Items 1 to 3 and Item 8 in the judicial authorities;

11. adopt internal rules for conduct of the integrity testing of experts with the Inspectorate and organise the conduct of such testing;

12. draw up an annual programme for scheduled inspections and an annual report on the activity thereof, which it shall submit to the

Plenum of the Supreme Judicial Council;

13. discuss the draft budget for the Judiciary proposed by the Minister of Justice with regard to the budget of the Inspectorate and submit

it to the Supreme Judicial Council;

14. make publicly available information on the activity thereof and publish the annual report on the activity thereof on the website thereof.

(2) The Inspectorate shall adopt decisions by a majority of more than one-half of its members. 

3.Organisation of the court system 

3.1.Courts

Number of complaints Compensations amount
granted to users

Court concerned
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Higher court
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Ministry of Justice
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Council of the Judiciary
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Other external bodies (e.g. Ombudsman)
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP
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042. Number of courts considered as legal entities (administrative structures) and geographic

locations

 

Comments 
 

043. Number (legal entities) of first instance specialised courts (or specific judicial order)

3.1.1.Number of courts

Number of courts

42.1 First instance courts of general jurisdiction (legal entities)  113
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

42.2 First instance specialised courts (legal entities)  32
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

42.3 All the courts (geographic locations) (this includes 1st instance courts of

general jurisdiction, first instance specialised courts, all second instance courts

and courts of appeal and all supreme courts)

 182
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Number of courts

Total (must be the same as the data given under question 42.2)  32
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Commercial courts (excluded insolvency courts)
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Insolvency courts
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Labour courts
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Family courts
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Rent and tenancies courts
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Enforcement of criminal sanctions courts
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Fight against terrorism, organised crime and corruption
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Internet related disputes
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Administrative courts  28
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments - If “other specialised 1st instance courts”, please specify: 'Other specialised 1st instance courts' - 1 Specialized Criminal

Court.
 

044. Is there a foreseen change in the structure of courts [for example a reduction of the number of

courts (geographic locations) or a change in the powers of courts]?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: Proposals for amendments to the Administrative Procedure Code and the Code of Civil Procedure are

intended to reform the jurisdiction of regional and administrative courts in order to regulate their workload. Within the implementation of

a project under “Good governance” Operational Programme 2014-2020 a model for optimization of the judicial map on regional courts

level will be developed. 
 

045. Number of first instance courts (geographic locations) competent for a case concerning: 

 

Comments Claims brought by natural persons against companies or other natural persons where time, efforts and ongoing expenses could

often be manifestly disproportionate with the value of the claim. 
 

045-1. (New question) Is your definition for small claims the same as the one in the Explanatory

note? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No, please give your definition for small claims: ............................................................ 

 

Comments According to Regulation (EC) No 861/2007 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 11 July 2007

for establishing a European Small Claims Procedure the value of the claim shall not be more than 2000 EUR. There is no national special

procedure and respectively a definition for small claims. 
 

045-2. (New question) Please indicate the value in € of a small claim:
 

   [ 2000 ] 
 

Comments 

Insurance and / or social welfare courts
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Military courts  3
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Other specialised 1st instance courts  1
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Number of courts

a debt collection for small claims  113
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

a dismissal  113
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

a robbery  145
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
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C. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 42, 43 and 45:
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council and Ministry of Justice

    

3.2. Court staff

 

046. Number of professional judges sitting in courts (if possible on 31 December of the reference

year). Please give the information in full-time equivalent and for permanent posts actually filled

for all types of courts - general jurisdiction and specialised courts 

 

Comment - Please provide any useful comment for interpreting the data above:  P. 1 – The number of first instance professional judges

consists of judges in 27 Regional courts within regional centres; 86 out of regional centres; 28 Administrative courts; 1 Specialized

Criminal Court; 3 Military courts; and the number of first instance judges in District courts has been added to them;

P.2 – The number of second instance judges consists of judges in 27 District courts; Sofia City Court; 5 Courts of Appeal; 1 Military court

of appeal and 1 Appealate Specialized Criminal Court. This number does not include the second instance judges who have served in first

instance courts. P.3- The number of working judges in the Supreme Court of Cassation and Supreme Administrative Court at 31.12.2016 
 

047. Number of court presidents (professional judges). Please give the information in full-time

equivalent and for permanent posts actually filled for all types of courts - general jurisdiction and

specialised courts

3.2.1.Judges and non-judge staff

Total Males Females

Total number of professional judges (1 + 2 + 3)  2255
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Number of first instance professional judges  1789
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Number of second  instance (court of appeal)

professional judges

 276
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Number of supreme court professional

judges

 190
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Total Males Females

Total number of court presidents (1 + 2 + 3)  182
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Number of first instance court presidents  145
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Number of second instance (court of appeal)

court presidents

 35
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments 
 

048. Number of professional judges sitting in courts on an occasional basis and who are paid as

such (if possible on 31 December of the reference year): 

 

Comments - If necessary, please provide comments to explain the answer provided: 
 

048-1. (New question) Do these professional judges sitting in courts on an occasional basis deal

with a significant part of cases? 
      (    ) Yes, please give specifications on the types of cases and an estimate in percentage.  ............................................................  
      ( X ) No

 

Comments NAP
 

049. (Modified question) Number of non-professional judges who are not remunerated but who

can possibly receive a simple defrayal of costs (if possible on 31 December of the reference year)

(e.g. lay judges and “juges consulaires”, but not arbitrators and persons sitting in a jury): 

 

Comments 
 

049-1. If such non-professional judges exist in first instance in your country, please specify for

which types of cases: 

3. Number of supreme court presidents  2
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Figure

Gross figure
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

In full-time equivalent
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Figure

Gross figure
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

In full time equivalent
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Yes No Echevinage

in criminal law cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

 - severe criminal cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

- misdemeanour and/or minor criminal cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )
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Comments - If “other”, please specify:  
 

050. Does your judicial system include trial by jury with the participation of citizens?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

050-1. (New question) If yes, for which type of case(s)? (Please, for severe criminal cases and

misdemeanour cases refer to the CEPEJ definitions) 
      [ X ] Severe criminal cases 
      [    ] Misdemeanour cases 
      [    ] Other cases

 

Comments 
 

051. Number of citizens who were involved in such juries for the year of reference: 
 

   [                     ] 

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

052. Number of non-judge staff who are working in courts (on 31 December of the reference year)

(this data should not include the staff working for public prosecutors; see question 60) (please give

the information in full-time equivalent and for permanent posts actually filled) 

in family law cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

in civil cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

in labour law cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

in social law cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

in commercial law cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

in insolvency cases       (    )       ( X )       (    )

other       (    )       ( X )       (    )

Total Males Females

Total non-judge staff working in courts (1 + 2

+ 3 + 4 + 5)

 6174
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments - If “other non-judge staff”, please specify: 
 

053. (Modified question) If there are Rechtspfleger (or similar bodies) in your judicial system,

please specify in which fields do they have a role:  
      [    ] legal aid 
      [    ] family cases 
      [    ] payment orders 
      [    ] registry cases (land and/or business registry cases) 
      [    ] enforcement of civil cases 
      [    ] enforcement of criminal cases  
      [    ] other cases not mentioned (please describe in comment) 
      [    ] non-litigious cases

 

Comments - Please briefly describe their status and duties: 
 

054. Have the courts outsourced certain services, which fall within their powers, to private

providers? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

054-1. (New question) If yes, please specify which services have been outsourced: 
      [ X ] IT services 
      [    ] Training of staff

1. Rechtspfleger (or similar bodies) with

judicial or quasi-judicial tasks having

autonomous competence and whose decisions

could be subject to appeal

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

2. Non-judge staff whose task is to assist the

judges such as registrars (case file preparation,

assistance during the hearing, court recording,

helping to draft the decisions)

 4478
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Staff in charge of different administrative

tasks and of the management of the courts

(human resources management, material and

equipment management, including computer

systems, financial and budgetary management,

training management)

 1162
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Technical staff  481
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

5. Other non-judge staff  53
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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      [    ] Security 
      [    ] Archives 
      [    ] Cleaning 
      [    ] Other types of services (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

C1. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 46, 47, 48, 49 and 52
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council

    

3.3. Public prosecution

 

055. Number of public prosecutors (on 31 December of the reference year). Please give the

information in full-time equivalent and for permanent posts actually filled for all types of courts -

general jurisdiction and specialised courts. 

 

Please indicate any useful comment for interpreting the data above: 1511 is the total number of working prosecutors at 31.12.2016; 888

prosecutors at first instance level includes – the prosecutors from 113 Regional Prosecutor`s Offices and 1 Specialized Prosecotr`s Office;

500 prosecutors work in 28 District Prosecutor`s Offices, 7 Appelate Prosecutor`s Offices and 3 Military District Prosecutor`s Offices;

123 are the prosecutors working in Supreme Prosecutor`s Office of Cassation and Supreme Administrative Prosecutor`s Office and 1

Prosecutor General. (The indicated numbers do not include the number of the investigative magistrates in the investigative departments at

District Prosecutor`s Offices and National Investigation Service and their administrative heads. 
 

056. Number of heads of prosecution offices (on 31 December of the reference year). Please give

the information in full-time equivalent and for permanent posts actually filled, for all types of

courts – ordinary and specialised jurisdictions.

3.3.1.Public prosecutors and staff

Total Males Females

Total number of prosecutors (1 + 2 + 3)  1511
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Number of prosecutors at first instance level  888
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Number of prosecutors at second  instance

(court of appeal) level

 500
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Number of prosecutors at supreme court

level

 123
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Total Males Females
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Please provide any useful comment for interpreting the data above:  113 adminsitrative heads of Regional Prosecutor`s Offices and 1

Specialized Prosecutor`s Office; 38 are the administrative heads of 28 District Prosecutor`s Offices, 3 Military District Prosecutor`s

Offices, 7 Appealte Prosecutor`s Offices; 1 Prosecutor General
 

057. Do other persons have similar duties to public prosecutors?  
      (    ) Yes, please specify their number (in full-time equivalent): ............................................................  
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify their title and functions: 
 

059. If yes, is their number included in the number of public prosecutors that you have indicated

under question 55?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

059-1. Do prosecution offices have specially trained prosecutors in domestic violence and sexual

violence etc.? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

060. Number of staff (non-public prosecutors) attached to the public prosecution service (on 31

December of the reference year) (without the number of non-judge staff, see question 52) (in full-

time equivalent and for permanent posts actually filled).

 

Comments 
 

C2. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 55, 56 and 60
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council

Total number of heads of prosecution offices (1

+ 2 + 3)

 153
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Number of heads of prosecution offices at

first instance level

 114
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Number of heads of prosecution offices at

second instance (court of appeal) level

 38
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Number of heads of prosecution offices at

supreme court level

 1
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Total Males Females

Number of staff (non-public prosecutors)

attached to the public prosecution service [ X ] NA [ X ] NA [ X ] NA
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3.4. Management of the court budget

 

061. Who is entrusted with responsibilities related to the budget within the court? 

 

Comments - If “other”, please specify:  

3.6.Performance and evaluation

 

066. Are quality standards determined for the judicial system (are there quality systems for the

judiciary and/or judicial quality policies)?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

067. Do you have specialised court staff that is entrusted with these quality standards? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

068. Is there a national system to evaluate the overall (smooth) functioning of courts on the basis

of an evaluation plan agreed beforehand? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

068-1. (New question) If yes, please specify the frequency of this evaluation: 
      (    ) Annual 
      (    ) Less frequent 
      (    ) More frequent

3.4.1.Court budget

Preparation of the
budget

Arbitration and
allocation of the
budget

Day to day
management of the
budget

Evaluation and
control of the use
of the budget

Management Board   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Court President   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Court administrative director   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Head of the court clerk office   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Other   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

3.6.1.National policies applied in courts and public prosecution services
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Comments - If "less frequent" or "more frequent", please specify: 
 

069. Is there a system for monitoring and evaluating the performance of the public prosecution

service?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please give further details: 

 

070. Do you have, within the courts, a regular monitoring system of court activities concerning: 
      [ X ] number of incoming cases 
      [ X ] number of decisions delivered 
      [ X ] number of postponed cases 
      [ X ] length of proceedings (timeframes) 
      [    ] age of cases 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

071. Do you monitor backlogs and cases that are not processed within a reasonable timeframe for:  
      [ X ] civil law cases 
      [ X ] criminal law cases 
      [ X ] administrative law cases

 

Comments 
 

072. Do you have an evaluation process to monitor waiting time during court procedures?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

073. Do you have a system to evaluate regularly the activity (in terms of performance and output)

of each court? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

073-0. (New question) If yes, please specify the frequency: 
      (    ) Annual 
      (    ) Less frequent 
      (    ) More frequent

 

Comments - If "less frequent" or "more frequent", please specify: 

3.6.2.Performance and evaluation of courts
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073-1. Is this evaluation of the court activity used for the later allocation of means to this court?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

074. Are there performance targets defined at the level of the court?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

075. (Modified question) Please specify the main targets applied to the courts:  
      [    ] to increase efficiency / to shorten the length of proceedings 
      [    ] to improve quality 
      [    ] to improve cost efficiency / productivity 
      [    ] Other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

076. Who is responsible for setting the targets for the courts?  
      [    ] Executive power (for example the Ministry of Justice) 
      [    ] Legislative power 
      [    ] Judicial power (for example High Judicial Council, Higher Court) 
      [    ] President of the court 
      [    ] Other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

077. Concerning court activities, have you defined performance and quality indicators (if no,

please skip to question 79)  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

078. If yes, please select the main performance and quality indicators that have been defined:  
      [ X ] incoming cases 
      [ X ] length of proceedings (timeframes)  
      [ X ] closed cases 
      [ X ] pending cases and backlogs 
      [    ] productivity of judges and court staff 
      [    ] percentage of cases that are processed by a single sitting judge 
      [    ] enforcement of penal decisions 
      [    ] satisfaction of court staff 
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      [    ] satisfaction of users (regarding the services delivered by the courts) 
      [    ] judicial quality and organisational quality of the courts 
      [    ] costs of the judicial procedures 
      [    ] number of appeals 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

079. Who is responsible for evaluating the performance of the courts (multiple options possible) : 
      [ X ] High Council of judiciary 
      [    ] Ministry of Justice 
      [ X ] Inspection authority 
      [    ] Supreme Court 
      [ X ] External audit body 
      [    ] Other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 

 

080. Is there a centralised institution that is responsible for collecting statistical data regarding the

functioning of the courts and judiciary?  
      ( X ) Yes (please indicate the name and the address of this institution):Supreme Judicial Council of the Republic of Bulgaria, 1000,

Sofa, Ekzarh Yosif Street 12 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

080-1. Does this institution publish statistics on the functioning of each court: 
      ( X ) Yes, on internet 
      (    ) No, only internally (in an intranet website) 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

081. Are individual courts required to prepare an activity report (that includes, for example, data

on the number of cases processed or pending cases, the number of judges and administrative staff,

targets and assessment of the activity)?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please describe the content of the report and its audience (i.e. to whom the report is intended): 
 

081-1. If yes, please specify in which form this report is released:  
      [ X ] Internet 
      [    ] Intranet (internal) website 
      [    ] Paper distribution

3.6.3. Court activity and administration
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Comments 
 

081-2. (New question) If yes, please, indicate the periodicity at which the report is released: 
      ( X ) Annual 
      (    ) Less frequent 
      (    ) More frequent

 

Comments 
 

082. (Modified question) Is there a process or structure of dialogue between the public prosecutor

service and courts as regards the way cases are presented before courts (for example the

organisation, number and planning of hearings, on-call service for urgent cases, selection of

simplified procedures of prosecution…)? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

082-1. (Modified question) Is there a process or structure of dialogue between lawyers and courts

as regards the way cases are presented before courts in other than criminal matter (e.g.

organisation, number and planning of hearings, on-call service for urgent cases)?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 

 

083. Are there quantitative performance targets (for instance a number of cases to be addressed in

a month) defined for each judge?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

083-1. Who is responsible for setting the targets for each judge?  
      [    ] Executive power (for example the Ministry of Justice) 
      [    ] Legislative power 
      [    ] Judicial power (for example the High Judicial Council, Supreme Court) 
      [    ] President of the court 
      [    ] Other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 

3.6.4.Performance and evaluation of judges

New node
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4.Fair trial 

4.1.Principles

 

084. Percentage of first instance criminal in absentia judgments (cases in which the suspect is not

attending the hearing in person nor represented by a lawyer)? 
 

   [                     ] 

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

085. Is there a procedure to effectively challenge a judge if a party considers that the judge is not

impartial?  
      ( X ) Yes, number of successful challenges in a year NA 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - Please could you briefly specify: 
 

086. Is there in your country a monitoring system for the violations related to Article 6 of the

European Convention on Human Rights?

 

Comments - Please, specify what are the terms and conditions of this monitoring system (information related to violations at the

State/courts level; implementation of internal systems to remedy the established violation; implementation of internal systems to prevent

other violations (that are similar) and if possible to measure an evolution of the established violations: 
 

D1. Please indicate the sources for answering questions in this chapter.
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council

    

4.2.Timeframe of proceedings

4.1.1.Principles of fair trial

Monitoring system

For civil procedures (non-enforcement)   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

For civil procedures (timeframe)   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

For criminal procedures (timeframe)   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

4.2.1. General information
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087. Are there specific procedures for urgent matters as regards:  
      [    ] civil cases 
      [ X ] criminal cases 
      [    ] administrative cases 
      [    ] There is no specific procedure

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

088. Are there simplified procedures for:  
      [ X ] civil cases (small disputes) 
      [ X ] criminal cases (misdemeanour cases)  
      [    ] administrative cases 
      [    ] There is no simplified procedure

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

088-1. (Modified question) For these simplified procedures, may judges deliver an oral judgement

with a written order and dispense with a full reasoned judgement? 
      [ X ] civil cases 
      [ X ] criminal cases 
      [    ] administrative cases

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: For civil cases – by issuing of written order; For criminal cases – by issuing of penal order. 
 

089. Do courts and lawyers have the possibility to conclude agreements on arrangements for

processing cases (presentation of files, decisions on timeframes for lawyers to submit their

conclusions and on dates of hearings)?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 

 

091. (Modified question) First instance courts: number of other than criminal law cases.

4.2.2. Case flow management – first instance

Pending cases
on 1 Jan. ref.
year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases
on 31 Dec. ref.
year

Pending cases
older than 2
years from the
date the case
came to the first
instance court
(Please insert
NA for category
2)

Total of other than criminal law

cases (1+2+3+4)

 73159
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 340272
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 336056
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 77375
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments 
 

092. If courts deal with “civil (and commercial) non-litigious cases”, please indicate the case

categories included:
 

  . The most common civil and commercial non-litigious cases are on demand for payment and security proceedings. 

   
 

1. Civil (and commercial)

litigious cases (including litigious

enforcement cases and if possible

without administrative law cases,

see category 3)

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Non litigious cases

(2.1+2.2+2.3) [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2.1. General civil (and

commercial) non-litigious cases,

e.g. uncontested payment orders,

request for a change of name,

non-litigious enforcement cases

etc. (if possible without

administrative law cases, see

category 3; without registry cases

and other cases, see categories

2.2 and 2.3)

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2.2. Registry cases

(2.2.1+2.2.2+2.2.3) [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.1. Non litigious land registry

cases [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.2 Non-litigious  business

registry cases [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.3. Other registry cases
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

2.3. Other non-litigious cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Administrative law cases  8759
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 25072
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 26117
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 7714
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Other cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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093. Please indicate the case categories included in the category "other cases":
 

  . NA

   
 

094. (Modified question) First instance courts: number of criminal law cases.

 

Comments - If you cannot make a distinction between misdemeanour criminal cases and severe criminal cases (according to the CEPEJ

definitions), please indicate the categories of cases reported in the category "serious offences" and cases reported in the category "minor

offences": 

 

097. (Modified question) Second instance courts (appeal): Number of “other than criminal law”

cases. 

Pending cases
on 1 Jan. ref.
year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases
on 31 Dec. ref.
year

Pending cases
older than 2
years from the
date the case
came to the first
instance court

Total of criminal law  cases (1+2)  20644
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 164897
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 164126
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 21415
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Severe criminal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Misdemeanour and / or minor

criminal cases [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4.2.3. Case flow management – second instance

Pending cases
on 1 Jan. ref.
year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases
on 31 Dec. ref.
year

Pending cases
older than 2
years from the
date the case
came to the
second instance
court (Please
insert NA for
category 2)

Total of other than criminal law

cases (1+2+3+4)

 12788
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 59309
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 59636
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 12461
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Civil (and commercial)

litigious cases (including litigious

enforcement cases and if possible

without administrative law cases,

see category 3)

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Non litigious cases

(2.1+2.2+2.3) [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments here is no particular explanation for the downward trend observed between 2014 and 2016 in respect of the number of pending

cases on 1 January for the categories "total" and "administrative law cases". All the data provided is correct. 
 

098. (Modified question) Second instance courts (appeal): number of criminal law cases. 

 

Comments 

2.1. General civil (and

commercial) non-litigious cases,

e.g. uncontested payment orders,

request for a change of name,

non-litigious enforcement cases

etc. (if possible without

administrative law cases, see

category 3; without registry cases

and other cases, see categories

2.2 and 2.3)

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2.2. Registry cases

(2.2.1+2.2.2+2.2.3) [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.1. Non litigious land registry

cases [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.2 Non-litigious  business

registry cases [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.3. Other registry cases
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

2.3. Other non-litigious cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Administrative law cases  2932
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 15481
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 15724
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 2689
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Other cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Pending cases
on 1 Jan. ref.
year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases
on 31 Dec. ref.
year

Pending cases
older than 2
years from the
date the case
came to the
second instance
court

Total of criminal law  cases (1+2)  1959
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 13409
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 13496
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1872
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Severe criminal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Misdemeanour and / or minor

criminal cases [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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099. (Modified question) Highest instance courts (Supreme Court): number of “other than criminal

law” cases.

4.2.4. Case flow management – Supreme Court

Pending cases
on 1 Jan. ref.
year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases
on 31 Dec. ref.
year

Pending cases
older than 2
years from the
date the case
came to the
Supreme court
(Please insert
NA for category
2))

Total of other than criminal law

cases (1+2+3+4)

 9960
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 23604
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 22636
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 10928
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Civil (and commercial)

litigious cases (including litigious

enforcement cases and if possible

without administrative law cases,

see category 3)

 3736
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 8605
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 8388
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 3953
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Non litigious cases

(2.1+2.2+2.3)

 4
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 161
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 162
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 3
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2.1. General civil (and

commercial) non-litigious cases,

e.g. uncontested payment orders,

request for a change of name,

non-litigious enforcement cases

etc. (if possible without

administrative law cases, see

category 3; without registry cases

and other cases, see categories

2.2 and 2.3)

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

2.2. Registry cases

(2.2.1+2.2.2+2.2.3) [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.1. Non litigious land registry

cases [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.2 Non-litigious  business

registry cases [  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

  2.2.3. Other registry cases
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

2.3. Other non-litigious cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments There are also some other non-litigious cases that are not included in the data. However their number is insignificant. The

increase in the number of pending administrative law cases (in the beginning and at the end of the year) is explained by the fact that data

has been provided by different sources for 2014 and 2016. 
 

099-1. At the level of the Highest court (Supreme Court), is there a procedure of manifest

inadmissibility? 
      ( X ) Yes, please indicate the number of cases closed by this procedure:913 
      (    ) No

 

Comments Supreme Court of Cassation - 561 and Supreme Administrative Court - 352
 

100. (Modified question) Highest instance courts (Supreme Court): number of criminal law cases. 

 

Comments Comment on question 100

Till 2015 only the Supreme Court of Cassation was hearing the requests for resumption of criminal cases. In 2015 the Criminal Procedure

Code was amended with the Law For Amendment and Supplementation of Criminal Procedure Code /SG, 42/2015/.

According to the amendment the request for resumption of the criminal case grounded on art. 422, par. 1, p. 5 of the Criminal Procedure

Code shall be heard by the respective court of appeal, when the judgments under art. 419 of the Criminal Procedure Code were decreed by

a regional or district court, except of the new verdicts.

As a result of the legislative amendment, a significant part of the requests under Chapter Thirty-three of Criminal Procedure Code are

heard by the courts of appeal in the state.

The above led to reduction in the number of cases related to the resumption of criminal cases heard by the Supreme Court of Cassation.

This is also the reason for the presence of more than 20% deviation from the total number of criminal cases heard by the Supreme Court

of Cassation during 2016 than those from previous years.

 

101. (Modified question) Number of litigious divorce cases, employment dismissal cases,

insolvency, robbery cases, intentional homicide cases, cases relating to asylum seekers and cases

relating to the right of entry and stay for aliens received and processed by first instance courts. 

3. Administrative law cases  6220
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 14838
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 14086
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 6972
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 479
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Other cases
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Pending cases
on 1 Jan. ref.
year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases
on 31 Dec. ref.
year

Pending cases
older than 2
years from the
date the case
came to the
Supreme court

Total of criminal law  cases (1+2)  303
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1369
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1352
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 320
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Severe criminal cases  226
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 749
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 726
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 249
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Misdemeanour and / or minor

criminal cases

 77
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 620
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 626
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 71
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4.2.5. Case flow management – specific cases
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Comments There is no particular explanation in respect of the observed variations. All the data provided is correct. 
 

101-1. (New question) Could you briefly describe the system in your country dealing with judicial

remedies relating to asylum seekers (refugee status under the 1951 Geneva Convention) and the

right of entry and stay for aliens:
 

  . The procedures for granting foreigners protection into the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as their rights and duties are

set out in Asylum and Refugees Act.

The procedures under which foreigners can enter, reside and leave the Republic of Bulgaria are set out in Foreigners in the Republic

of Bulgaria Act.

   
 

102. Average length of proceedings, in days (from the date the application for judicial review is

lodged). The average length of proceedings has to be calculated from the date the application for

judicial review is lodged to the date the judgment is made, without taking into account the

enforcement procedure. 

Pending cases on 1
Jan. ref. year

Incoming cases Resolved cases Pending cases on
31 Dec ref. year

Litigious divorce cases  2332
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 5663
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 5622
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 2373
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Employment dismissal cases  661
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1604
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1527
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 738
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Insolvency  967
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1281
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1219
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1029
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Robbery case  384
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 732
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 811
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 305
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Intentional homicide  65
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 102
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 92
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 75
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Cases relating to asylum seekers

(refugee status under the 1951 Geneva

Convention)

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Cases relating to the right of entry and

stay for aliens [ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

% of
decisions
subject to
appeal

Average
length in 1st
instance (in
days)

Average
length in 2nd
instance (in
days)

Average
length in 3rd
instance (in
days)

Average total
length of the
total
procedure (in
days)

% of cases
pending for
more than 3
years for all
instances
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Comments The reply NA in respect of "% of decisions subject to appeal" is due to the fact that the Sofia Regional Court, which deals with

the biggest number of cases, has not provided data for the appealed criminal cases for 2016. 
 

103. Where appropriate, please indicate the specific procedure as regards divorce cases (litigious

and non-litigious): 
 

  . The divorce due to breakdown of marriage is regulated by article 49 of the Family Code. By virtue of this provision, either spouse

may request divorce in the case of deep and irremediable breakdown of marriage. The court has the duty to guide spouses to reconcile

through mediation or another voluntary dispute resolution mechanism. In its judgment on granting a divorce, the court must also rule

on the fault for the breakdown of marriage, where either spouse has requested this. In all stages of the proceedings, the spouses may

submit to court an agreement on all or some effects of their divorce. The court approves the agreement after having verified the

protection of the interests of the children. The court may request an opinion from the Social Welfare Directorate. The no fault divorce

is regulated by articles 50 and 51 of the Family Code. In case of serious and unswerving consent of the spouses to divorce, the court

shall grant divorce without seeking the grounds for the dissolution of marriage. Spouses shall submit an agreement on the place of

residence of the children, the exercise of parental rights, personal relations and the maintenance of children, as well as the use of the

marital home, the maintenance of spouses and the family name. They may agree also on other effects of the divorce. The court

approves the agreement after having verified the protection of the interests of the children. It may request an opinion from the Social

Welfare Directorate. Where the agreement is incomplete or the interests of children are not well protected, the court shall rule on a

time limit to remove deficiencies. Failing to remove deficiencies within the prescribed time limit, the court shall not grant a divorce.

Any change in the place of residence of the children, the exercise of parental rights, personal relations and the maintenance of children

may be requested in case of changed circumstances.

   
 

104. How is the length of proceedings calculated for the five case categories of question 102?

Please give a description of the calculation method. 
 

  . NA

   

Litigious divorce case  6
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Employment dismissal case  55
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Insolvency  53
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Robbery case
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Intentional homicide  103
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4.2.6. Case flow management – public prosecution
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105. Role and powers of the public prosecutor in the criminal procedure (multiple options

possible):  
      [ X ] to conduct or supervise police investigation 
      [ X ] to conduct investigations 
      [ X ] when necessary, to request investigation measures from the judge 
      [ X ] to charge 
      [ X ] to present the case in court 
      [ X ] to propose a sentence to the judge 
      [ X ] to appeal 
      [ X ] to supervise the enforcement procedure 
      [ X ] to discontinue a case without needing a decision by a judge (ensure consistency with question 36!) 
      [    ] to end the case by imposing or negotiating a penalty or measure without requiring a judicial decision 
      [ X ] other significant powers (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

106. (Modified question) Does the public prosecutor also have a role in:  
      [ X ] civil cases 
      [ X ] administrative cases 
      [ X ] insolvency cases

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: By “role in insolvency cases" we understand the role of the prosecutor, including its powers to seek the

termination of commercial companies and non-profit legal and political organizations.
 

107. Cases processed by the public prosecutor - Total number of first instance criminal cases:

 

Comments 
 

107-1. (Modified question) If the guilty plea procedures exist, how many cases were brought to

court by the prosecutor through this procedure? 

Received during
the reference year

Discontinued
during the
reference year (see
Q108 below)

Concluded by a
penalty or a
measure imposed
or negotiated by
the public
prosecutor

Cases brought to
court

Total number of first instance cases

processed by the public prosecutor

 128834
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 121732
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

 34234
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Number of guilty plea procedures

Total  20418
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Before the court case  11546
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments 
 

108. Total cases which were discontinued by the public prosecutor:

 

Comments 
 

109. Do the figures include traffic offence cases?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

D2. Please indicate the sources for answering questions  91, 94, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 107,

107-1 and 108.
 

  Sources: Questions 91, 94, 97, 98, 101, 102,Supreme Judicial Council, Questions 99, 99-1, 100- Supreme Court of Cassation and

Supreme Administrative Court

Questions 107, 107-1 and 108 - Supreme Cassation Prosecutor’s Office

    

5.Career of judges and public prosecutors 

5.1.Recruitment and promotion

 

110. (Modified question) How are judges recruited?  
      [ X ] mainly through a competitive exam (open competition) 
      [    ] mainly through a recruitment procedure for experienced legal professionals (for example experienced lawyers) 
      [    ] a combination of both (competitive exam and working experience)

During the court case  8872
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Number of cases

Total cases which were discontinued by the public prosecutor (1+2+3)  121732
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Discontinued by the public prosecutor because the offender could not be

identified

 53384
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Discontinued by the public prosecutor due to the lack of an established

offence or a specific legal situation

 68348
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Discontinued by the public prosecutor for reasons of opportunity
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

5.1.1.Recruitment and promotion of judges
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      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 
 

Comments  
 

110-1. Are there specific provisions for facilitating gender equality within the framework of the

procedure for recruiting judges? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

111. Authority(ies) responsible for recruitment. Are judges initially/at the beginning of their career

recruited and nominated by:  
      [    ] an authority made up of judges only 
      [    ] an authority made up of non-judges only 
      [ X ] an authority made up of judges and non-judges

 

Comments - Please indicate the name of the authority(ies) involved in the whole procedure of recruitment and nomination of judges. If

there are several authorities, please describe their respective roles:  
 

112. Is the same authority (Q111) competent for the promotion of judges?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

112-1. Are there specific provisions for facilitating gender equality within the framework of the

procedure for promoting judges? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

113. What is the procedure for judges to be promoted? (multiple answers possible) 
      [    ] Competitive test / Exam 
      [ X ] Other procedure (interview or other) 
      [    ] No special procedure 

 

Comments - Please specify how the promotion of judges is organised (especially if there is no competition or examination): 
 

113-1. Please indicate the criteria used for the promotion of a judge? (multiple answers possible)  
      [ X ] Years of experience 
      [ X ] Professional skills (and/or qualitative performance) 
      [ X ] Performance (quantitative) 
      [ X ] Assessment results 
      [ X ] Subjective criteria (e.g. integrity, reputation) 
      [    ] Other
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      [    ] No criteria
 

Comments - Please specify any useful comment regarding the criteria (especially if you have checked the box “performance” or “other”): 
 

114. (Modified question) Is there a system of qualitative individual assessment of the judges’

work?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments  
 

114. If yes, please specify the frequency of this assessment: 
      (    ) Annual 
      ( X ) Less frequent 
      (    ) More frequent

 

115. What is the status of prosecution services? 
      [ X ] statutory independent 
      [    ] under the authority of the Minister of justice or another central authority  
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments - When appropriate, please specify the objective guarantees of this independence (transfer, appointment...).  
 

115-1. Does the law or another regulation prevent specific instructions to prosecute or not,

addressed to a prosecutor in a court.  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

116. How are public prosecutors recruited?  
      [ X ] mainly through a competitive exam (open competition) 
      [    ] mainly through a recruitment procedure for experienced legal professionals (for example experienced lawyers) 
      [    ] a combination of both (competitive exam and working experience) 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments Pursuant to the Law to Amend and Supplement the Judiciary System Act (amended SG  62/ 09.08.2017): Competition for

junior prosecutors, competition for initial appointment of prosecutors at the first instance bodies of the Judiciary and competitions for

promotion in office or transfer the prosecutors to the bodies of the Judiciary.
 

117. Authority(ies) responsible for recruitment. Are public prosecutors initially/at the beginning of

their career recruited by:  
      [    ] an authority composed of public prosecutors only 
      [    ] an authority composed of non-public prosecutors only 
      [ X ] an authority composed of public prosecutors and non-public prosecutors 

5.1.2.Status, recruitment and promotion of prosecutors
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Comments - Please indicate the name of the authority(ies) involved in the whole procedure of recruitment and nomination of public

prosecutors. If there are several authorities, please describe their respective roles:  
 

117-1. Are there specific provisions for facilitating gender equality within the framework of the

procedure for recruiting prosecutors? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

118. Is the same authority (Q.117) formally responsible for the promotion of public prosecutors?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No, please specify which authority is competent for promoting public prosecutors ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

119. What is the procedure for prosecutors to be promoted? (multiple answers possible) 
      [    ] Competitive test / exam 
      [ X ] Other procedure (interview or other) 
      [    ] No special procedure 

 

Comments - Please, specify the procedure (especially if it is a procedure different from a competitive test or an exam): 
 

119-1. Are there specific provisions for facilitating gender equality within the framework of the

procedure for promoting prosecutors? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

119-2. Please indicate the criteria used for the promotion of a prosecutor:  
      [ X ] Years of experience 
      [ X ] Professional skills (and/or qualitative performance) 
      [ X ] Performance (quantitative) 
      [ X ] Assessment results 
      [ X ] Subjective criteria (e.g. integrity, reputation) 
      [    ] Other 
      [    ] No criteria

 

Comments - Please, specify any useful comment regarding the criteria (especially if you have checked the box “performance” or “other”):
 

120. Is there a system of qualitative individual assessment of the public prosecutors’ work?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
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121. Are judges appointed to office for an undetermined period (i.e. "for life" = until the official

age of retirement)? 
      ( X ) Yes, please indicate the compulsory retirement age:65 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, are there exceptions (e.g. dismissal as a disciplinary sanction)? Please specify: 
 

121-1. Can a judge be transferred (to another court) without his/her consent:  
      [ X ] For disciplinary reasons 
      [    ] For organisational reasons 
      [    ] For other reasons (please specify modalities and safeguards): ............................................................  
      [    ] No

 

Comments 
 

122. Is there a probation period for judges (e.g. before being appointed "for life")? If yes, how

long is this period?  
      ( X ) Yes, duration of the probation period (in years):5 
      (    ) No

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

123. Are public prosecutors appointed to office for an undetermined period (i.e. "for life" = until

the official age of retirement)? 
      ( X ) Yes, please indicate the compulsory retirement age:65 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, are there exceptions (e.g. dismissal as a disciplinary sanction)? Please specify: 
 

124. Is there a probation period for public prosecutors? If yes, how long is this period?  
      ( X ) Yes, duration of the probation period (in years):5 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

125. If the mandate for judges is not for an undetermined period (see question 121), what is the

length of the mandate (in years)? Is it renewable? 
      (    ) Yes, what is the length of the mandate (in years)? ............................................................  
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

126. If the mandate for public prosecutors is not for an undetermined period (see question 123),

what is the length of the mandate (in years)? Is it renewable?

5.1.3.Mandate and retirement of judges and prosecutors
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      (    ) Yes, what is the length of the mandate (in years)? ............................................................  
      ( X ) No, what is the length of the mandate (in years)? ............................................................ 

 

Comments  

5.2.Training

 

127. Types of different trainings offered to judges

 

Comments 
 

128. Frequency of the in-service training of judges: 

 

Comments - Please indicate any information on the periodicity of the continuous training of judges: 

5.2.1.Training of judges

Compulsory Optional No training proposed

Initial training (e.g. attend a judicial school,

traineeship in the court)

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

General in-service training   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

In-service training for specialised judicial

functions (e.g. judge for economic or

administrative issues)

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

In-service training for management functions

of the court (e.g. court president)

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

In-service training for the use of computer

facilities in courts

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Frequency of the judges training

General in-service training       [    ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [ X ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed

In-service training for specialised judicial functions (e.g. judge for economic or

administrative issues)

      [    ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [ X ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed

In-service training for management functions of the court (e.g. court president)       [    ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [ X ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed

In-service training for the use of computer facilities in courts       [    ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [    ] Occasional (as needed)

      [ X ] No training proposed

5.2.2.Training of prosecutors
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129. Types of different trainings offered to public prosecutors

 

Comments 
 

130. Frequency of the in-service training of  public prosecutors :

 

Comments - Please indicate any information on the periodicity of the in-service training of prosecutors: The continuous training of

prosecutors is organised by the National Institute of Justice on a regular basis, taking into account the outcomes of regular training needs

assessments, conducted as part of the annual planning of training programmes and activities. The process of planning training needs is

conducted in cooperation and interaction with the Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Bulgaria. The in-house training programme

offered by the the Prosecutor’s Office supplements the NIJ annual training programme, thus expanding the training opportunities provided

to prosecutors. Within the framework of the continuing training prosecutors are granted the opportunity to take part in face-to-face, e-

learning or blended courses, aimed at developing their knowledge, skills and attitudes. In cases of promotion, appointment as a head of

prosecution office or specialisation, the respective college of the Supreme Judicial Council may decide that particular courses are

mandatory for prosecutors. The NIJ annual training programme reflects the needs of specialized training of prosecutors, taking stock of

their special judicial functions entrusted (complex economic cases, corruption and organised crime, judicial cooperation in criminal

Compulsory Optional No training proposed

Initial training   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

General in-service training   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

In-service training for specialised functions

(e.g. public prosecutors specialised on

organised crime)

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

In-service training for management functions in

the courts (e.g. Head of prosecution office,

manager)

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

In-service training for the use of computer

facilities in office

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Frequency of the in-service training

General in-service training       [ X ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [    ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed

In-service training for specialised functions (e.g. public prosecutor specialised

on organised crime)

      [ X ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [    ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed

In-service training for management functions in office (e.g. Head of prosecution

office, manager)

      [ X ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [    ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed

In-service training for the use of computer facilities in office       [    ] Regularly (for example every

year)

      [ X ] Occasional (as needed)

      [    ] No training proposed
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matters, forensic expertise) and management functions (head of prosecution offices). Trainers of the programs are judges, prosecutors and

investigating magistrates. Occasionally, trainers are experts in the field, not discharging judicial functions - PR specialists, journalists or

forensic experts. For 2016, 397 prosecutors are trained in 42 trainings, organised by the National Institute of Justice. The number of

trained prosecutors is almost doubled for the following year (2017) - 737 prosecutors have been trained in 76 training activities. Special

focus in the training programs is set on effective investigation in the light of the European Court of Human Rights judgements. 
 

131. Do you have public training institutions for judges and / or prosecutors?

 

Comments 
 

131-0. (Modified question) If yes, what is the budget of such institution(s)?

 

Comments 
 

131-1. If judges and/or prosecutors have no compulsory initial training in such institutions, please

indicate briefly how these judges and/or prosecutors are trained?
 

  . NAP

    

5.3.Practice of the profession

 

132. Salaries of judges and public prosecutors on 31 December of the reference year: 

Initial training only Continuous training
only

Initial and continuous
training

One institution for judges       [    ]       [    ]       [    ]

One institution for prosecutors       [    ]       [    ]       [    ]

One single institution for both judges and

prosecutors

      [    ]       [    ]       [ X ]

Budget of the institution for the
reference year, in €

One institution for judges
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

One institution for prosecutors
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

One single institution for both judges and prosecutors  1854199
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

5.3.1.Salaries and benefits of judges and prosecutors

Gross annual
salary, in €

Net annual salary,
in €

Gross annual
salary, in local
currency

Net annual salary,
in local currency
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Comments Under the provisions of Art. 218 (2) of the Judiciary System Act, the basic monthly remuneration for the lowest judicial,

prosecutorial or investigating magisterial position shall be set at the double amount of the average monthly salary of employees in the

public-financed sphere according to data of the National Institute of Statistics.

The increase in the salaries of the magistrates that occupy the lowest position is in line with the increase of the average monthly salary of

the employees in the public-financed sphere, according to data of the National Statistical Institute and the financial resources of the budget

of the judiciary.

Under the provisions of Art. 218, (3) of the Judiciary System Act, the remuneration of the other positions, including judges and

prosecutors in the Supreme Court / Supreme Prosecution Office in the bodies of the judiciary, shall be determined by a decision of the

SJC Plenum and taking into account the financial possibilities on the budget of the judiciary.
 

133. Do judges and public prosecutors have additional benefits?

 

Comments 
 

134. If “other financial benefit”, please specify: 
 

  . Under art. 223 of JSA while in office, judges, prosecutors and investigating magistrates may use housing of the departmental

housing stock of the judicial authorities.

Under art. 224 of JSA the compulsory social and health insurance of judges, prosecutors and investigating magistrates shall be

covered by the Judiciary budget.

First instance professional judge at the

beginning of his/her career

 18867
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 16975
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 36900
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 33200
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Judge of the Supreme Court or the

Highest Appellate Court (please

indicate the average salary of a judge at

this level, and not the salary of the

Court President)

 33055
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 29757
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 64650
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 58200
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Public prosecutor at the beginning of

his/her career

 18867
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 16975
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 36900
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 33200
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Public prosecutor of the Supreme

Court or the Highest Appellate

Instance (please indicate the average

salary of a public prosecutor at this

level, and not the salary of the Attorney

General).

 33055
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 29757
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 64650
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 58200
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Judges Public prosecutors

Reduced taxation   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Special pension   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Housing   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Other financial benefit   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
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[  ] NAP
 

135. Can judges combine their work with any of the following other functions/activities? 

 

Comments - If rules exist in your country (e.g. authorisation needed to perform these activities), please specify. If “other function”, please

specify. The positive answer for “Other functions” is related with the possibility for participation or management of judges in European

and other international projects in favour of the Judiciary. 
 

137. Can public prosecutors combine their work with any of the following other

functions/activities? 

 

Comments -  If rules exist in your country (e.g. authorisation needed to perform these activities), please specify. If “other function”, please

specify. The positive answer for “Other functions” is related with the possibility for participation or management of prosecutors in

European and other international projects in favour of the Judiciary. 
 

With remuneration Without remuneration

Teaching   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Research and publication   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Arbitrator   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Consultant   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Cultural function   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Political function   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Other function   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

With remuneration Without remuneration

Teaching   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Research and publication   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Arbitrator   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Consultant   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Cultural function   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Political function   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Other function   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
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139. Productivity bonuses: do judges receive bonuses based on the fulfilment of quantitative

objectives in relation to the delivery of judgments (e.g. number of judgments delivered over a

given period of time)or cases examination?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify the conditions and possibly the amounts:  

5.4.Disciplinary procedures

 

140. Who is authorised to initiate disciplinary proceedings against judges (multiple options

possible)?  
      [    ] Court users 
      [ X ] Relevant Court or hierarchical superior 
      [    ] High Court / Supreme Court 
      [    ] High Judicial Council 
      [    ] Disciplinary court or body 
      [    ] Ombudsman 
      [    ] Parliament 
      [ X ] Executive power (please specify):Minister of Justice 
      [ X ] Other (please specify):Inspectorate to SJC 
      [    ] This is not possible

 

Comments 
 

141. Who is authorised to initiate disciplinary proceedings against public prosecutors: (multiple

options possible):  
      [    ] Citizens 
      [ X ] Head of the organisational unit or hierarchical superior public prosecutor 
      [ X ] Prosecutor General /State public prosecutor 
      [    ] Public prosecutorial Council (and Judicial Council) 
      [    ] Disciplinary court or body 
      [    ] Ombudsman 
      [    ] Professional body 
      [ X ] Executive power (please specify):Minister of Justice 
      [ X ] Other (please specify):Inspectorate to SJC 
      [    ] This is not possible

 

Comments 
 

142. Which authority has disciplinary power over judges? (multiple options possible) 

5.4.1.Authorities responsible for disciplinary procedures and sanctions
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      [    ] Court 
      [    ] Higher Court / Supreme Court 
      [ X ] Judicial Council 
      [    ] Disciplinary court or body 
      [    ] Ombudsman 
      [    ] Parliament 
      [    ] Executive power (please specify): ............................................................  
      [ X ] Other (please specify):Administrative head

 

Comments 
 

143. Which authority has disciplinary power over public prosecutors? (multiple options possible):  
      [    ] Supreme Court 
      [ X ] Head of the organisational unit or hierarchical superior public prosecutor 
      [ X ] Prosecutor General /State public prosecutor 
      [ X ] Public prosecutorial Council (and Judicial Council) 
      [    ] Disciplinary court or body 
      [    ] Ombudsman 
      [    ] Professional body 
      [    ] Executive power (please specify): ............................................................  
      [    ] Other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 

 

144. Number of disciplinary proceedings initiated during the reference year against judges and

public prosecutors. (If a disciplinary proceeding is undertaken because of several reasons, please

count the proceedings only once and for the main reason.)

5.4.2.Number of disciplinary procedures and sanctions

Judges Prosecutors

Total number (1+2+3+4)  8
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 13
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Breach of professional ethics  1
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 8
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Professional  inadequacy
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

3. Criminal offence
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

4. Other  7
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 5
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments - If “other”, please specify: "Other": Systematic failure to comply with the deadlines provided for in procedural laws and / or

action or omission which unduly slows down proceeding; non-performance of other official duties.
 

145. Number of sanctions pronounced during the reference year against judges and public

prosecutors:

 

Comments - If “other”, please specify. If a significant difference exists between the number of disciplinary proceedings and the number of

sanctions, please indicate the reasons. There are imposed sanctions “reprimand” and “removal from post of administrative head and

deputy administrative head”. The disciplinary proceedings initiated in previous years have been completed. "Suspension" is possible when

a judge, prosecutor or investigating magistrate is constituted as a party accused of a publicly prosecutable offence but it is not a

disciplinary sanction. 
 

E3. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 144 and 145:
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council

    

Judges Prosecutors

Total number (total 1 to 9)  8
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 18
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Reprimand  2
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 6
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Suspension
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

3. Withdrawal from cases
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

4. Fine
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

5. Temporary reduction of salary  4
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 2
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

6. Position downgrade  2
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 1
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

7. Transfer to another geographical (court) location
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

8. Resignation  0
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 2
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

9. Other  0
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

 7
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
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6.Lawyers  

6.1.Profession of lawyer

 

146. Total number of lawyers practising in your country:
 

   [ 13500 ] 

[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

147. Does this figure include “legal advisors” who cannot represent their clients in court (for

example, some solicitors or in-house counsellors)?  
     Yes (    )  
     No ( X ) 

 

Comments 
 

148. Number of legal advisors who cannot represent their clients in court: 
 

   [                     ] 

[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

149. (Modified question) Do lawyers have a monopoly on legal representation in (multiple options

are possible): 

6.1.1.Status of the profession of lawyers

First instance Second instance Highest instance court
(Supreme Court)

Civil cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

Dismissal cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

Criminal cases - Defendant   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

Criminal cases - Victim   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

Administrative cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

There is no monopoly   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP
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Comments - Please, indicate any useful clarifications regarding the content of lawyers’ monopoly: 
 

149-0. (New question) If there is no monopoly, please specify the organisations or persons that

may represent a client before a court:

 

Comments - If "other", please specify. In addition, please specify for the categories mentioned, the types of cases concerned by this/these

representation(s):  Legal advisors can be hired in a legal entity to represent it before a court, institutions, other legal entities or natural

persons.
 

149-1. In addition to the functions of legal representation and legal advice, can a lawyer exercise

other activities?  
      [    ] Notarial activity 
      [ X ] Arbitration / mediation 
      [ X ] Proxy / representation 
      [    ] Property manager 
      [    ] Real estate agent 
      [ X ] Other law activities (please specify):trustee

 

Comments 
 

149-2. What are the statuses for exercising the legal profession in court?  
      [ X ] Self-employed lawyer 
      [ X ] Staff lawyer 
      [ X ] In-house lawyer

 

Comments 
 

150. Is the lawyer profession organised through: 
      [ X ] a national bar association 
      [    ] a regional bar association

First instance Second instance Highest instance court
(Supreme Court)

Civil society organisation   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

Family member   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Self-representation   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Trade union   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP

Other   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP
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      [ X ] a local bar association
 

Comments 
 

151. Is there a specific initial training and/or exam to enter the profession of lawyer?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If not, please indicate if there are other specific requirements as regards diplomas or university degrees: 
 

152. Is there a mandatory general system for lawyers requiring in-service professional training?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

153. Is the specialisation in some legal fields linked to specific training, levels of qualification,

specific diploma or specific authorisations? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

F1. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 146 and 148:
 

  Sources: Supreme Bar Council 

   

 

154. Can court users establish easily what the lawyers’ fees will be (i.e. a prior information on the

foreseeable amount of fees)? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

155. Are lawyers' fees freely negotiated?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

156. Do laws or bar association standards provide any rules on lawyers’ fees (including those

freely negotiated)?  
      [    ] Yes laws provide rules 
      [ X ] Yes standards of the bar association provide rules

6.1.2.Practicing the profession
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      [    ] No neither laws nor bar association standards provide rules
 

Comments 

 

157. Have quality standards been determined for lawyers?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, what are the quality criteria used? 
 

158. If yes, who is responsible for formulating these quality standards:  
      [    ] the bar association 
      [    ] the Parliament 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

159. Is it possible to file a complaint about:  
      [ X ] the performance of lawyers 
      [ X ] the amount of fees

 

Comments - Please specify: 
 

160. Which authority is responsible for disciplinary procedures?  
      [    ] the judge 
      [    ] the Ministry of Justice 
      [ X ] a professional authority 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

161. Disciplinary proceedings initiated against lawyers. (If a disciplinary proceeding is undertaken

because of several reasons, please count the proceedings only once and for the main reason.)

6.1.3.Quality standards and disciplinary procedures

Number of disciplinary proceedings

Total number of disciplinary proceedings initiated (1 + 2 + 3 + 4)
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Breach of professional ethics
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Professional inadequacy
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Criminal offence
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments - If "other", please specify: 
 

162. Sanctions pronounced against lawyers. 

 

Comments - If "other", please specify. If a significant difference between the number of disciplinary proceedings and the number of

sanctions exists, please indicate the reasons.  

7.Alternative dispute resolutions 

7.1.Mediation

 

163. Does the judicial system provide for judicial mediation procedures? If this is not the case you

will go directly to question 168.  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

163-1. In some fields, does the judicial system provide for mandatory mediation procedures? 
      [    ] Before going to court 
      [    ] Ordered by a judge in the course of a judicial proceeding

 

Comments - If there are mandatory mediation procedures, please specify which fields are concerned: There is no mandatory mediation

procedures in Bulgaria.
 

164. Please specify, by type of cases, the organisation of judicial mediation: 

4. Other
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Number of sanctions

Total number of sanctions (1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5)
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Reprimand
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Suspension
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Withdrawal from cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Fine
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

5. Other
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

7.1.1.Details on mediation procedures and other ADR
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Comments 
 

165. Is there a possibility to receive legal aid for judicial mediation procedures? 
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

166. Number of accredited or registered mediators who practice judicial mediation: 
 

   [                     ] 

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

167. Number of judicial mediation procedures. 

Court annexed
mediation

Private
mediator

Public authority
(other than the
court)

Judge Public
prosecutor

Civil and commercial cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Family law cases (ex. divorce)   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Administrative cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Employment dismissals   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Criminal cases   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

  (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Number of judicial mediation
procedures

Total number of mediation cases (total 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5)
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Civil and commercial cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Family cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Administrative cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Employment dismissal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

5. Criminal cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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Comments - Please indicate the source: 
 

168. Does the legal system provide for the following alternative dispute resolutions (ADR):  
      [ X ] mediation other than judicial mediation 
      [ X ] arbitration 
      [ X ] conciliation 
      [ X ] other ADR (please specify):sectoral procedures

 

Comments 
 

G1. Please indicate the source for answering question 166:
 

  Source: Ministry of Justice

    

8.Enforcement of court decisions 

8.1.Execution of decisions in civil matters 

 

169. Do you have enforcement agents in your judicial system?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

170. Number of enforcement agents
 

   [ 418 ] 

[  ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments In Bulgaria there are two categories of enforcement agents: State enforcement agents - 214 and private enforcement agents -

204.
 

171. Are enforcement agents (multiple options are possible):  
      [    ] judges 
      [ X ] bailiffs practising as private professionals under the authority (control) of public authorities 
      [ X ] bailiffs working in a public institution 
      [    ] other

 

Comments - Please specify their status and powers: 
 

171-1. Do enforcement agents have the monopoly in exercising their profession?  
      (    ) Yes 

8.1.1.Functioning
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      ( X ) No
 

Comments - Please indicate any useful clarifications regarding the content of the enforcement agents’ monopoly or on the opposite

regarding the competition they have to deal with: 
 

171-2. Can the enforcement agent carry out the following civil enforcement proceedings: 

 

Comments 
 

171-3. Apart of the enforcement of court decisions, what are the other activities that can be

carried out by enforcement agents?  
      [ X ] Service of judicial and extrajudicial documents 
      [ X ] Debt recovery 
      [ X ] Voluntary sale of moveable or immoveable property at public auction 
      [ X ] Seizure of goods 

Option

Seizure of movable tangible properties   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Seizure of immovable properties   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Seizure from a third party of the debtor claims regarding a sum of money   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Seizure of remunerations   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Seizure of motorised vehicles   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Eviction measures   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Enforced sale by public tender of seized properties   (    ) Yes with monopole

  ( X ) Yes without monopole

  (    ) No
[  ] NAP

Other   (    ) Yes with monopole

  (    ) Yes without monopole

  ( X ) No
[  ] NAP
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      [ X ] Recording and reporting of evidence 
      [    ] Court hearings service 
      [    ] Provision of legal advice 
      [    ] Bankruptcy procedures 
      [ X ] Performing tasks assigned by judges  
      [    ] Representing parties in courts 
      [    ] Drawing up private deeds and documents 
      [    ] Building manager 
      [    ] Other

 

Comments 
 

172. Is there a specific initial training or exam to become an enforcement agent? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

172-1. Is there a system of mandatory general continuous training for enforcement agents?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

173. Is the profession of enforcement agents organised by (the answer NAP means that the

profession is not organised):  
      [ X ] a national body 
      [    ] a regional body 
      [    ] a local body

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

174. Are enforcement fees easily established and transparent for the court users?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

175. Are enforcement fees freely negotiated?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

176. Do laws provide any rules on enforcement fees (including those freely negotiated)?  
      ( X ) Yes
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      (    ) No
 

Comments 
 

H0. Please indicate the sources for answering question 170
 

  Source: Ministry of Justice

   

 

177. Is there a body entrusted with supervising and monitoring the enforcement agents’ activity?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

178. Which authority is responsible for supervising and monitoring enforcement agents? 
      [ X ] a professional body  
      [ X ] the judge 
      [ X ] the Ministry of Justice 
      [    ] the public prosecutor  
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

179. Have quality standards been determined for enforcement agents?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, what are the quality criteria used? 
 

180. If yes, who is responsible for establishing these quality standards?  
      [ X ] a professional body  
      [    ] the judge 
      [    ] the Ministry of Justice 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

181. Is there a specific mechanism for executing court decisions rendered against public

authorities, including supervising such execution?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 

8.1.2.Efficiency of enforcement services
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182. Is there a system for monitoring how the enforcement procedure is conducted by the

enforcement agent?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: 
 

183. What are the main complaints made by users concerning the enforcement procedure? Please

indicate a maximum of 3.  
      [    ] no execution at all  
      [    ] non execution of court decisions against public authorities 
      [    ] lack of information 
      [ X ] excessive length 
      [ X ] unlawful practices 
      [    ] insufficient supervision 
      [ X ] excessive cost 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

184. Has your country prepared or established concrete measures to change the situation

concerning the enforcement of court decisions – in particular as regards decisions against public

authorities? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify: See comments to Q 181.
 

185. Is there a system measuring the length of enforcement procedures:

 

Comments 
 

186. As regards a decision on debt collection, please estimate the average timeframe to notify the

decision to the parties who live in the city where the court sits (one option only):  
      (    ) between 1 and 5 days 
      (    ) between 6 and 10 days 
      ( X ) between 11 and 30 days 
      (    ) more (please specify): ............................................................ 

Existence of the system

for civil cases   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

for administrative cases   ( X ) Yes

  (    ) No

Page 64 of 75



Comments 
 

187. Number of disciplinary proceedings initiated against enforcement agents. (If a disciplinary

proceeding is undertaken because of several reasons, please count the proceedings only once and

for the main reason.)

 

Comments - If “other”, please specify: For 2017 - 30 initiated disciplinary proceedings - 25 disciplinary proceedings are initiated under

the Law on Private Enforcement Agents and 5 are initiated under the Law on the Judiciary.
 

188. Number of sanctions pronounced against enforcement agents:

 

Comments - If “other”, please specify. If a significant difference between the number of disciplinary proceedings and the number of

sanctions exists, please indicate the reasons: 
 

H1. Please indicate the sources for answering questions 186, 187 and 188:

Number of disciplinary proceedings
initiated

Total number of initiated disciplinary proceedings (1+2+3+4)  30
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. For breach of professional ethics
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. For professional inadequacy
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. For criminal offence
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Other
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

Number of sanctions pronounced

Total number of sanctions (1+2+3+4+5)
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

1. Reprimand
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

2. Suspension
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

3. Withdrawal from cases
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

4. Fine
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP

5. Other
[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
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  Source: Ministry of Justice

    

8.2.Execution of decisions in criminal matters

 

189. Which authority is in charge of the enforcement of judgments in criminal matters? (multiple

options possible) 
      [    ] Judge 
      [    ] Public prosecutor 
      [ X ] Prison and Probation Services 
      [    ] Other authority (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments - Please specify his/her functions and duties (e.g. initiative or monitoring functions).  
 

190. Are the effective recovery rates of fines decided by a criminal court evaluated by studies?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

191. If yes, what is the recovery rate?  
      (    ) 80-100% 
      (    ) 50-79% 
      (    ) less than 50%

 

Comments - Please indicate the source for answering this question:  

9.Notaries 

9.1.Profession of notary

 

192. Number and type of notaries in your country. If you do not have notaries skip to question

197.

8.2.1.Functioning of execution in criminal matters

9.1.1.Number and status of notaries

Number of notaries

TOTAL  676
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Private professionals (without control from public authorities)
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP
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Comments - If "other", please specify the status: 
 

192-1. What are the access conditions to the profession of notary:  
      [    ] diploma 
      [    ] payment of a fee (e.g. purchasing office) 
      [    ] co-opting of peers 
      [ X ] other

 

Comments 
 

192-2. (Modified question) What is the duration of appointment of a notary? 
      [    ] Limited duration, please indicate it in years: ............................................................  
      [ X ] Unlimited duration

 

Comments 
 

194. Do notaries have duties (multiple options possible):  
      [ X ] within the framework of civil procedure 
      [ X ] in the field of legal advice 
      [ X ] to certify the authenticity of legal deeds and certificates 
      [    ] in the field of mediation 
      [ X ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

194-1. Do notaries have the monopoly when exercising their profession:  
      [    ] in civil procedure  
      [    ] in the field of legal advice  
      [ X ] to authenticate deeds/certificates  
      [    ] in the field of mediation 
      [    ] other

 

Comments - Please indicate any useful clarifications regarding the content of the notaries’ monopoly or on the opposite regarding the

competition they have to deal with: 
 

194-2. As well as these activities, what are the other ones that can be carried out by notaries? 
      [ X ] Real estate transaction 
      [ X ] Settlement of estates

Private professionals under the authority (control) of public authorities  676
[  ] NA

[  ] NAP

Public agents
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP

Other
[  ] NA

[ X ] NAP
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      [    ] Legality control of gambling activities 
      [ X ] Authentication of documents 
      [    ] Translations  
      [ X ] Signatures 
      [ X ] Other

 

Comments 
 

195. Is there an authority entrusted with supervising and monitoring the notaries’ work?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

196. If yes, which authority is responsible for supervising and monitoring notaries?   
      [ X ] a professional body 
      [ X ] the judge 
      [ X ] the Ministry of Justice 
      [    ] the public prosecutor 
      [    ] the Ministry of Interior 
      [    ] other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

196-1. Is there a system of general continuous training mandatory for all notaries?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

I1. Please indicate the sources for answering question 192:
 

  Sources: Notary Chamber of the Republic of Bulgaria 

    

10.Court interpreters 

10.1.Details on profession of court interpreter

 

197. Is the title of court interpreters protected?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

10.1.1.Status of court interpreters
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Comments 
 

198. Is the function of court interpreters regulated by legal norms?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

199. Number of accredited or registered court interpreters:
 

   [                     ] 

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

200. Are there binding provisions regarding the quality of court interpretation within judicial

proceedings? 
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify:  Art.8 of Regulation H-1 from 16 May 2014 for court interpreters (issued by Ministry of Justice) sets

out the conditions, which specialist, approved for court interpreters shall meet:

1. Must have C1 or C2 level on the respective language according to Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

2. Must not have been convinced for a crime;

3. Must not have been deprived of the rights to exercise profession or activity;

4. Must not exercise functions on administration of justice within the Judiciary

5. Must have permission for permanent residence in the Republic of Bulgaria, if he/she is not a citizen.
 

201. Are the courts responsible for selecting court interpreters?  
      [ X ] Yes, for recruitment and/or appointment for a specific term of office 
      [ X ] Yes, for recruitment and/or appointment on an ad hoc basis, according to the specific needs of given proceedings 
      [    ] No, please specify which authority selects court interpreters ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

J1. Please indicate the sources for answering question 199
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council

    

11.Judicial experts 

11.1.Profession of judicial expert

 

202. In your system, what type of experts can be requested to participate in judicial procedures

11.1.1.Status of judicial experts
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(multiple choice possible):  
      [    ] "expert witnesses", who are requested by the parties to bring their expertise to support their argumentation, 
      [ X ] "technical experts" who put their scientific and technical knowledge on issues of fact at the court's disposal, 
      [    ] "legal experts" who might be consulted by the judge on specific legal issues or requested to support the judge in preparing the

judicial work (but do not take part in the decision). 
      [    ] Other (please specify): ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

202-1. Are there lists or databases of technical experts registered?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - Please, indicate any useful comment regarding these lists of experts if they do exist (e.g. : who decide of the registration on

the list ? Is the registration limited in time ? does the expert take the oath ? how is his/her skill evaluated ? by whom ?)  
 

203. Is the title of judicial experts protected?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If appropriate, please explain the meaning of this protection:  
 

203-1. Does the expert have an obligation of training?

 

Comments 
 

203-2. If yes, does this training concern:  
      [    ] the proceeding 
      [    ] the profession of expert 
      [    ] other

 

Comments 
 

204. Is the function of judicial experts regulated by legal norms?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments 
 

204-1. On the occasion of a mission entrusted to him/her, does the expert have to report any

potential conflicts of interest?  
      ( X ) Yes

Obligation of training

Initial training   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Continuous training   (    ) Yes

  ( X ) No

Page 70 of 75



      (    ) No
 

Comments 
 

205. Number of accredited or registered judicial / technical experts:
 

   [                     ] 

[ X ] NA

[  ] NAP
 

Comments 
 

205-1. Who sets the expert remuneration? 
 

  - The body which has assigned the expert expertise in compliance with the terms and conditions for the payment of fees to the

judicial experts according to the Ordinance  2 of 29 June 2015. 

   
 

206. Are there binding provisions regarding the exercise of the function of judicial expert within

judicial proceedings?  
      ( X ) Yes 
      (    ) No

 

Comments - If yes, please specify, in particular the given time to provide a technical report to the judge: 
 

207. Are the courts responsible for selecting judicial experts?  
      [ X ] Yes, for recruitment and/or appointment for a specific term of office 
      [ X ] Yes, for recruitment and/or appointment on an ad hoc basis, according to the specific needs of given proceedings 
      [    ] No, please specify which authority selects judicial experts ............................................................ 

 

Comments 
 

207-1. Does the judge control the progress of investigations?  
      (    ) Yes 
      ( X ) No

 

Comments 
 

K1. Please indicate the sources for answering question 205
 

  Sources: Supreme Judicial Council
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12.1.Foreseen reforms 

 

208. Can you provide information on the current debate in your country regarding the functioning

of justice? Are there foreseen reforms? Please inform whether these reforms are under preparation

or have only been envisaged at this stage. Have innovative projects been implemented?  If

possible, please observe the following categories: 
 

   1. (Comprehensive) reform plans NAP

   
 

  2. Budget NAP

   
 

  3. Courts and public prosecution services (e.g. powers and organisation, structural changes - e.g. reduction of the number of courts -,

management and working methods, information technologies, backlogs and efficiency, court fees, renovations and construction of

new buildings) With the amendment to Article 130a of the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria (SG 100/2015) and Article 387 of

the Judicial System Act (SG 28/2016), the management of the property of the judiciary is administrated by the Plenary of the Supreme

Judicial Council. In this regard, the documentation on the property of the judiciary was submitted by the Ministry of Justice to the

Supreme Judicial Council and registered in its balance sheet in June 2016.

In order to exercise the new rights and obligations stemming from the legal changes, the Plenary of the SJC established a permanent

Commission for Property Management, and within the SJC Administration was created a Directorate for the Management of the

Property of the Judiciary. The functional competencies of the directorate are stipulated in Art. 15 and Art. 70 of the Rules on

Organization of the SJC and its Administration.

The immovable properties owned by the bodies of the judiciary are located on the territory of the whole country and consist of more

than 290 buildings, including buildings and land for administrative use, departmental apartments, educational and recreational

facilities. Regarding the repairs and the construction of new buildings for the needs of the judiciary bodies, it should be noted that the

Supreme Judicial Council's activity is carried out in two directions:

- Current repairs, maintenance and equipment of buildings, facilities and installations

- Major repairs and construction of new court buildings

Since the beginning of 2017, there were completed and put into operation three sites of the bodies of the judiciary. 

   
 

  3.1. Access to justice and legal aid Two new forms of legal aid for consultation and preparation of case files have been introduced in

the legal aid system in order to facilitate citizens' access to legal aid, as follows: National Legal Aid Call Number and Regional

Centers for consultation to the Regional Bar Councils.

The introduction of an electronic interregisters data exchange between the National Bureau of Legal Aid and the agencies responsible

for providing information on the social status, employment, income and assets of the person seeking legal aid is foreseen to alleviate

the administrative burden on citizens.

The introduction of a unified information system for the electronic exchange of information between the bodies of the legal aid system

12.1.1.Reforms
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and electronic reporting of legal aid is envisaged.

   
 

  4. High Judicial Council NAP

   
 

  5. Legal professionals (judges, public prosecutors, lawyers, notaries, enforcement agents, etc.): organisation, education and training,

etc. The Act Amending and Supplementing the Judicial System Act (promulgated SG, No 62 of 9 August 2016) which is in line with

the Act Amending and Supplementing the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria (promulgated SG, No 100 of 18 December 2015)

provides:

Improving the regime of acquiring legal capacity

The amendments create prerequisites for intern lawyers to acquire practical knowledge and skills in a specific area of legal science of

their choosing, preserving the principle of a minimum knowledge on the functioning of the judiciary. The focus in the theoretical and

practical examination to acquire legal capacity is placed precisely on the practical knowledge and gained skills.

Currently the Ministry of Justice is working on amending and supplementing the Ordinance on acquiring legal capacity in order to

ensure its compliance with the amendments in the Judicial System Act.

   
 

  6. Reforms regarding civil, criminal and administrative laws, international conventions and cooperation activities The Bill to Amend

the Criminal Code includes measures to combat money laundering and financing of terrorism, and expanding the range of crimes

related to committing and threatening to commit terrorist acts. The proposed texts are in line with the recommendation of the

Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism (MONEYVAL) with

the Council of Europe. The Bill implements the following three directives in the Bulgarian national legislation:

- Directive 2013/40/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 August 2013 on attacks against information systems and

replacing Council Framework Decision 2005/222/JHA;

- Directive 2014/57/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 on criminal sanctions for market abuse; -

Directive 2014/62/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 on the protection of the euro and other

currencies against counterfeiting by criminal law, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2000/383/JHA.

The Bill on European Investigation Order aims to introduce the requirements of Directive 2014/41/EU of the European Parliament and

of the Council of 3 April 2014 regarding the European Investigation Order in criminal matters (EIO) in the Bulgarian legislation. The

EIO established a comprehensive system for obtaining evidence in cases with a cross-border dimension, based on the principle of

mutual recognition, in the relations between the European Union Member States. The EIO Bill established a single regime of

gathering evidence in the relations between the European Union Member States placing the main emphasis on certain types of

procedural and investigative activities: temporary transfer of persons held in custody; hearing by video or telephone conference;

obtaining of information related to bank accounts or banking transactions, controlled deliveries or covert investigations; procedural

and investigative activities related to the gathering of evidence in real time, continuously and over a certain period of time;

interception of telecommunications.
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  7. Enforcement of court decisions NAP

   
 

  8. Mediation and other ADR NAP

   
 

  9. Fight against crime  The proposed amendments to the Commercial Act aim to introduce a high standard of transparency and

exchange of information for tax purposes in relation to the commercial companies, which have issued bearer shares, in the Bulgarian

legislation. This will ensure that all participants in commercial transactions will observe the rules which will be of benefit to the

Bulgarian businesses as a whole inasmuch as the investment climate in the country depends on the reputation of the Republic of

Bulgaria as a transparent tax jurisdiction. This will be to the advantage of all Bulgarian citizens as well inasmuch as the welfare of

each of them depends on the investment climate and the economic situation. The proposed Bill to Amend the Commercial Act

provides for eliminating the possibility for joint-stock companies and limited partnerships with shares to issue bearer shares in the

future. Any bearer shares issued prior to the entry into force of the Act will be replaced by registered shares. The Bill implements Art.

10 (2) Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2015 on the prevention of the use of the

financial system for the purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, amending Regulation (EU) No 648/2012 of the European

Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Commission

Directive 2006/70/EC, which provides that Member States shall take measures to prevent misuse of bearer shares and bearer share

warrants.

   
 

  9.1. Prison system  NAP

   
 

  9.2 Child friendly justice A Bill on Diversion of Underage Offenders from Criminal Proceedings and Implementation of Educational

Measures has been drafted. The Bill has undergone coordination procedure and public discussion. It is being finalized and an impact

assessment will be conducted.

It is part of the National Strategy for Children for 2008-2018, the Concept of State Policy in the area of justice for children and the

Roadmap for its implementation adopted by the Council of Ministers in 2011. The reform of the juvenile justice system was also

recognized as a priority by the Updated Strategy to Continue the Reform of the Judicial System, adopted by the National Assembly on

21st January 2015 under Specific Objective 7: “System of juvenile justice, focused on prevention, guaranteeing efficient legal defense

and humane correctional measures”.

The Bill aims to encourage the lawful behaviour of juveniles in conflict with the law, while they receive support for their integration

into society through the imposition of educational measures and involvement in appropriate educational programs. It will amend the

Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. The amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code are related to the implementation of

Directive (EU) 2016/800 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 on procedural safeguards for children who

are suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings.
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  9.3.Violence against partners NAP

   
 

  10. New information and communication technologies NAP

   
 

  11. Other A Bill on Counteracting Corruption and Illegal Asset Forfeiture has been drafted. It has been publicly discussed and is

coordinated with the other stakeholders. The Bill aims at improving counteraction of corruption on all levels by introducing a single

anticorruption regulation that will incorporate all the fragmented provisions and setting up a new anticorruption body on the basis of

the Commission for Illegal Asset Forfeiture. The Bill on Prevention of Corruption and Asset Forfeiture aims to protect the interests of

the public through effectively combating corruption; creating guarantees that the persons occupying public positions exercise their

powers and perform their duties honestly and with integrity in accordance to the Constitution and the laws of the country; preventing

possibilities to acquire assets illegally and dispose of them.

The proposed Bill codifies and optimizes the regulatory framework in the area of combating corruption:

•It reflects the will to set up a unified authority to combat corruption which integrates the efforts and expertise of the units up until

now

•It sets a unified approach, coordination and effective interinstitutional and international cooperation in the fight against corruption at

high levels of power

•It creates a mechanism of an optimal restructuring related to the closing down and transformation of the institutions in existence so

far

•It lays down a clear sequence of the procedures to take measures to combat corruption, establish and forfeit illegal assets

•It guarantees a new level of integration of the existing information data bases as a foundation to combat corruption

•It takes a significant step forward in establishing and analysing the networks of dependencies which link corruption to organised

crime.
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