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I.  Introduction

The 4th plenary meeting of the CAHENF in Strasbourg from 21 to 23 March 2018 was chaired by 
Ms Maria-Andriani Kostopoulou (Greece) and opened by Ms Marja Ruotanen, Director of Human 
Dignity, Equality and Sport Values. The agenda and the list of participants are appended to the list of 
decisions. 

II. Decisions

The CAHENF: 

Agenda item 2: Adoption of the agenda and order of business

- adopted the draft agenda and order of business, as it appears in document CAHENF(2018)OJ1rev1.

Agenda item 3: Information by the Chair, by the Chair of the CAHENF-Safeguards and Secretariat: 
update on developments since the last plenary meeting 

- welcomed the update by the Chair of the CAHENF, the Chair of CAHENF-Safeguards and the 
Secretariat;

- welcomed the progress made by the CAHENF Safeguards and noted the report of the third meeting 
of the CAHENF-Safeguards;

Agenda item 4: Exchange with member states on recent developments and challenges with respect 
to children’s rights at national level 

- noted with interest the recent developments and challenges in member and observer states, 
including on the implementation of the Strategy’s priority areas; 

- noted with interest the experience-sharing by Serbia, France, Norway and Slovenia, of their work in 
preparing or monitoring national strategies and action plans, and for developing a children’s well-
being index;

- invited members and observers who have not yet done so to send to the Secretariat their written 
contribution within one week, so that it could be taken into account for the Mid-Term evaluation of 
the implementation of the Strategy;

Priority area 1: Equal opportunities for all children

Agenda item 5: Thematic exchange on legislation, policies, good practices and methods for child-
rights budgeting

- took note with interest the experiences shared by Belgium and UNICEF-Armenia, as well as relevant 
commitments and issues considered in this area at global level;

- instructed the Bureau to reflect on the possible contribution and work of the CAHENF on this issue 
and in consultation with interested member states and observers, and to report back to the 
Committee with suggestions for further action, taking into account the identified needs and the 
CAHENF’s mandate;

- instructed the Secretariat to proceed with the preparation of a thematic exchange on the issue of  
child-impact assessment at a forthcoming meeting and to reach out to members and observers 
who would like to share their experience in this area;  
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Agenda item 6: Children’s rights and safeguards in the context of migration

- heard with great interest the presentation by Ms Velina Todorova, member of the UN Committee 
for the Rights of the Child, and the address of Ms Afshan Khan, Regional Director of UNICEF Europe 
and Central Asia;

6.1 CAHENF

- held a substantive exchange of views on the draft Committee of Ministers' Recommendation on 
guardianship for children in migration who are deprived of parental care, in the light of the finalized 
first draft text by the working group, and decided to invite members and observers who had not yet 
done so, to send their written comments on the draft text by 20 April 2018;

- held an exchange of views on the proposed draft Committee of Ministers' Recommendation on 
Human Rights Principles and implementing guidelines on age assessment for children in migration 
and decided to invite members and observers who have not yet done so, to send their written 
comments on the draft text by 20 April 2018;

- took note of the update by the Secretariat of the options that could be prepared for the CAHENF’s 
review of the implementation of Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)9 of the Committee of Ministers 
to member states on life projects for unaccompanied migrant minors;

- agreed on the modalities and processes for the work ahead, in the light of the updated CAHENF-
Safeguards roadmap;

- took note of the work of the CJ-DAM for the preparation of the draft Codifying instrument of 
European rules on the administrative detention of migrants, and of the outstanding issues with 
respect to the provisions applicable to children, including the need for the CAHENF to continue to 
support the process so as to ensure that the draft instrument codifies adequately the child rights 
standards in this area.

6.2 Updates on relevant Council of Europe actions and activities and possible contributions or 
follow-up by the CAHENF

Monitoring
- took note of the work undertaken by the Lanzarote Committee and the recommendations of the 

special reports, and agreed that their findings should be reflected in the policy work of the CAHENF 
in this area.

CoE Action plan on protecting migrant and refugee children (2017-2019)
- invited CAHENF members to express interest to pilot and contribute to the implementation of the 

Project on Child Friendly Migration Related Information and Life Projects for unaccompanied 
children (2017-2019) in their respective countries.

Parliamentarian dimension
- took note of the campaign activities of the PACE jointly with the Children’s Rights Division with 

regards to migrant children, as well as of the plans underway under Phase III of the Campaign 
whose activities are aimed at supporting the CAHENF’s work on age assessment and the review of 
the Life Projects recommendation;

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/lanzarote-committee
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/projects
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/projects
http://website-pace.net/en_GB/web/apce/children-in-detention
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Agenda item 7: Information by CAHENF members and observers on other relevant actions in this 
Priority area 

- took note of relevant initiatives of CAHENF members and observers in the 1st Priority area of the 
Strategy – Equal opportunities for all children;  

Priority area 3: A life free from violence 

Agenda item 8: Agenda 2030 for Children: End Violence Solutions Summit (14-15 February 2018) : 
takeaways and next steps for the CAHENF work

- took note of the overarching conclusions of the Stockholm Summit as published in the 
Proclamation and of the fact that the Summit report would soon be published;

- took note of the preparatory work undertaken towards the 1st meeting of the new Group of 
Experts on responses to violence against children (CAHENF-VAC) to be held on 17-18 May 2018 and 
of the invitation to make suggestions on how to help member States to report progress made 
towards SDG target 16;

Agenda item 9: Presentation of the key findings of the Lanzarote Committee report: “Protection of 
children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust: The strategies”

- took note of the work undertaken by the Lanzarote Committee and the conclusions of its report; 

Agenda item 10: Capacity-building projects and activities to support the ratification/accession and 
implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 

- welcomed with interest the activities and projects to support the ratification/accession and 
implementation of the Lanzarote Convention;

- instructed the Bureau to reflect on opportunities for the CAHENF to support intergovernmental 
policy  and co-operation work in this area and report back; 

Priority 3.4 Protecting children from violence in various settings and forms
Agenda item 11: Raising awareness: Presentation of the Campaign “Start to Talk”
- took note with great interest of the “Start to Talk” Campaign and called  for expressions of interest  

from countries wishing to contribute to the launching of the campaign in their respective countries;

Agenda item 12: Information by CAHENF members and observers on relevant actions to prevent 
and combat violence against children 
- took note of relevant initiatives taken by CAHENF members and observers in the third Priority area 

of the Strategy;

Priority area 2: Participation of all children

Agenda item 13: Implementation of the Child Participation Assessment Tool

- took note of the work undertaken towards the implementation of the Child Participation 
Assessment Tool and the proposed next steps;

http://www.end-violence.org/files/End_Violence_Solutions_Summit_Proclamation.pdf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-channel/stop-child-sexual-abuse-in-sport
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Agenda item 14: Preparation of the Mid-Term Evaluation of the Strategy for the Rights of the Child 
(2016-2021)

-  noted with appreciation that the High-level Conference for the Mid-Term Evaluation of the 
Strategy would be held in France in June 2019, under the French Chairmanship of the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe;

- noted the proposed steps in preparation of the Mid-Term Evaluation, including the preparation of a 
methodology as well as a survey to collect information on the implementation of the Strategy, and  
invited members to send to the Secretariat any further suggestions and proposals by  31 May 2018;

- instructed the Secretariat to send a call for expressions of interest for members in involving 
children in the mid–term evaluation process at national level and contributing to the Mid-Term 
Evaluation of the Strategy within their respective countries;

- instructed  the Bureau to take any necessary decisions between meetings for the preparation of the 
Mid-Term Evaluation of the Strategy;

Priority area 5: Rights of the child in the digital environment

Agenda item 15: CAHENF work (2018-2019)

- took note of the update  by the Secretariat on the process following the approval of the draft 
Guidelines, as well as the next steps for their examination and adoption by the Committee of 
Ministers, and held a preliminary exchange of views on possible plans to promote the 
implementation of the Guidelines;

- instructed the Secretariat to prepare proposals for a roadmap for the promotion and 
implementation of the Guidelines, setting out the possible involvement of relevant stakeholders, 
including children, and to initiate the preparation of the Implementation Handbook;

- noted the Secretariat’s update of the planned co-operation and capacity building projects and 
activities in Council of Europe member states which would be relevant in this context, and the 
future involvement of the CAHENF members; 

Agenda item 16: Communication by CAHENF members and observers on other relevant actions and 
initiatives in this area

- took note with interest of the work undertaken by the Cybercrime Convention Committee (T-CY) 
and the Fundamental Rights Agency, and decided to pursue through the Bureau a reflection on 
these findings as well as relevant related  work of the CAHENF in this area; 

Priority area 4: Child-friendly justice for all children 

Agenda item 17: Updates on relevant Council of Europe actions and activities and possible 
contributions or follow-up by the CAHENF & Item 18: Information by CAHENF members and 
observers on other relevant child-friendly justice actions and initiatives

Promoting child-friendly justice
- took note of the activities aimed at implementing the Council of Europe Guidelines on child-friendly 

justice within the Council of Europe and of other relevant initiatives of member states and 
observers in the area of child-friendly justice, and opportunities for synergies and co-operation with 
other sectors of the Council of Europe and international organisations; 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cybercrime/tcy
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Protecting children in the context of deprivation of liberty 
- welcomed the progress made in the drafting process of a future Committee of Ministers' 

recommendation to member States concerning children with imprisoned parents and expressed 
interest to collaborate in the implementation of this recommendation in due course;

Children’s rights in the family
- took note of the work of the Committee on Bioethics (DH-BIO) work and the preparation of a 

Strategic Action Plan to address human rights challenges, including for children, and the possible 
co-operation and contribution by the CAHENF to the work of the DH-BIO;   

Agenda item 19: Information on relevant work of other sectors and future participation

- took note of the calendar of events of the year and requested representatives taking part in these 
events to report back on outcomes achieved and issues of relevance for its work.

Agenda item 20: Date and place of the 5th meeting of the CAHENF

- decided to hold its next meeting in Strasbourg from 16 to18 October 2018. 

Agenda item 22:  Adoption of decisions and close of the meeting

-  adopted the list of decisions. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/dh-bio
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APPENDIX I

AGENDA

Wednesday, 21 March (9.30-18.00)

1. Opening of the meeting by Ms Marja Ruotanen, Director of Human 
Dignity, Equality and Sport Values

2. Adoption of the agenda and order of business

- Draft Agenda and Order of Business 
- Draft Annotated Agenda and Order of Business

CAHENF(2018)OJ1
CAHENF(2018)OJA1

3. Information by the Chair, Chair of the CAHENF-Safeguards and 
Secretariat : update on developments since the last plenary meeting 

- Update on developments since the last meeting

 
CAHENF-
Safeguards(2018)PV1
CAHENF-VAC(2018)INF1

4. Exchange with member states on recent developments and challenges 
with respect to children’s rights at national level 

- Compilation of replies and Tour de table on recent 
developments and challenges

-  National strategies and action plans: recent developments, 
lessons learnt from implementation and strategic priority areas 

CAHENF(2018)01

5. Thematic exchange on legislation, policies, good practices and methods 
for child-rights budgeting

- Secretariat note

- Information factsheet 

CAHENF(2018)02

CAHENF (2018)INF 1

Priority area 1: Equal opportunities for all children 

6. Children’s rights and safeguards in the context of migration

- Presentation by Ms Velina Todorova, member of the UN 
Committee for the Rights of the Child of the CMW-CRC joint 
General Comments on the Human Rights of Children in the 
Context of International Migration 

- Address by Ms Afshan Khan, Regional Director of UNICEF 
Europe and Central Asia

CMW/C/GC/3-
CRC/C/GC/22

CMW/C/GC/4-
CRC/C/GC/23

Standard-setting and policy work

6.1 CAHENF

- Exchange of views on the proposed draft Committee of 
Ministers Recommendation on guiding principles and guidelines 
for an effective guardianship for unaccompanied and separated 
children in migration 

CAHENF-
Safeguards(2017)7REV3

- Exchange of views on key aspects to be covered by the 
proposed  draft Committee of Ministers Recommendation  on 
Human Rights Principles and implementing guidelines on age 

CAHENF-
Safeguards(2018)2REV1

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/22&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/22&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/23&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/23&Lang=en
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assessment for children in migration 

- Review of the implementation of Recommendation 
CM/Rec(2007)9 of the Committee of Ministers to member 
states on life projects for unaccompanied migrant minors: 
Secretariat update 

- Updated Roadmap for the finalisation of proposals for 
standards on age assessment and guardianship 

CAHENF-
Safeguards(2017)3REV4

- Participation in the work of the CJ-DAM and preparation of the 
1st draft Codifying instrument of European rules on the 
administrative detention of migrants 

Thursday, 22 March (9.30-18.00)

Priority area 1 (continued)

6.2 Updates on relevant Council of Europe actions and activities and 
possible contributions or follow-up by the CAHENF
Monitoring

- Update on the work undertaken by the Lanzarote Committee: 

 Special report “Protecting children affected by the 
refugee crisis from sexual exploitation and sexual 
abuse”

 Special report further to a visit undertaken by a 
delegation of the Lanzarote Committee to transit zones 
at the Serbian/Hungarian border (5-7 July 2017) 

T-ES(2016)17
T-ES(2017)13 (§17) 

T-ES(2017)11
T-ES(2018)01 (§3)

CoE Action plan on protecting migrant and refugee children (2017-2019)
- Project on Child Friendly Migration Related Information and Life 

Projects for unaccompanied children (2017-2019)

Project summary
Report 

Parliamentarian dimension

- End immigration detention of children campaign: Phase III

7. Information by CAHENF members and observers on other relevant 
actions in this Priority area 

Priority area 3: A life free from violence for all children 

Priority 3.1. Promoting an integrated approach to protection from violence

8. Agenda 2030 for Children: End Violence Solutions Summit (14-15 
February 2018) : takeaways and next steps for the CAHENF work

Website
Proclamation 

Priority 3.2. Combating sexual exploitation and sexual abuse

9. Presentation of the key findings of the Lanzarote Committee report: 
“Protection of children against sexual abuse in the circle of trust: The 
strategies”

T-ES(2017)12

https://rm.coe.int/special-report-protecting-children-affected-by-the-refugee-crisis-from/168075b9df
https://rm.coe.int/list-of-decisions-19th-meeting/168076711b
https://rm.coe.int/special-report-further-to-a-visit-undertaken-by-a-delegation-of-the-la/1680784275
https://rm.coe.int/list-of-decisions-20th-meeting/16807850c2
https://rm.coe.int/child-friendly-information-for-children-in-migration-roundtable-confer/168078b512
http://www.end-violence.org/summit
http://www.end-violence.org/files/End_Violence_Solutions_Summit_Proclamation.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/t-es-2017-12-en-final-report-cot-strategies-with-executive-summary/1680788770
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10. Capacity-building projects and activities to support the 
ratification/accession and implementation of the Lanzarote Convention 

Priority 3.4 Protecting children from violence in various settings and forms

11.Raising awareness: Presentation of the Campaign “Start to Talk”

12.Information by CAHENF members and observers on relevant actions to 
prevent and combat violence against children 

Priority area 2: Participation of all children

Priorities 2.1 and 2.2: Promoting children’s right to participate and reaching 
out to children

13. Implementation of the Child Participation Assessment Tool
-  Update and next steps

14.Preparation of the Mid-Term Evaluation of the Strategy for the Rights 
of the Child (2016-2021)

- Update by the Secretariat 
- Methodology for involving children in the mid-term evaluation 

process and conference 

CAHENF  (2017)11

Advocacy Tool

Dinner 

Friday, 23 March (9.30-17.00)

Priority area 5: Rights of the Child in the Digital Environment 

15.CAHENF work (2018-2019)

- Update on developments and exchange of views on CAHENF’s 
next steps to set in motion the implementation of the 
Guidelines 

- Update on co-operation and capacity building projects and 
activities in Council of Europe member states 

16. Communication by CAHENF members and observers on other relevant 
actions and initiatives in this area

- Presentation  by Ms Astrid Podsiadlowski of the findings of the 
FRA  report “Mapping minimum age requirements concerning 
the rights of the child in the EU” in the context of the digital 
world and data protection aspects 

Priority area 4: Child Friendly Justice for all Children

17.Updates on relevant Council of Europe actions and activities and 
possible contributions or follow-up by the CAHENF

Promoting child-friendly justice
-  Updates on the implementation of the Council of Europe 

Guidelines on child-friendly justice 

Draft text and 

http://rm.coe.int/draft-concept-note-delivering-the-strategy-process-for-the-mid-term-ev/1680764862
http://www.eurochild.org/fileadmin/public/05_Library/Thematic_priorities/05_Child_Participation/Eurochild/Training_Tool_on_engaging_children_in_advocacy_work.pdf
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Protecting children in the context of deprivation of liberty
- Addressing the situation of children whose parents are 

detained: draft recommendation CM/REC(2018)XX of the 
Committee of Ministers to member States concerning children 
with imprisoned parents

Children’s rights in the family 
- Update by the Secretary of the Committee on Bioethics (DH-

BIO)
- Follow up to the Conference “20th Anniversary of the Oviedo 

Convention”, relevance and challenges: focus on children's 
rights related conclusions 

18. Information by CAHENF members and observers on other relevant 
child-friendly justice actions and initiatives 

explanatory 
memorandum

Provisional 
proceedings

Rapporteur report

19.Information on relevant work of other sectors and future participation
- Calendar of events 
- Participation of CAHENF representatives in other events 

CAHENF(2018)03

CAHENF(2018)04

20.Date and place of the 5th meeting of the CAHENF

21. Other business

22. Adoption of decisions and close of the meeting CAHENF(2018)LD1

http://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/20th-anniversary-of-the-oviedo-convention
http://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics/20th-anniversary-of-the-oviedo-convention
https://rm.coe.int/20-anniv-proceedings-e/16807724ea
https://rm.coe.int/20-anniv-proceedings-e/16807724ea
https://rm.coe.int/oviedo-conference-rapporteur-report-e/168078295c
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APPENDIX II

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

MEMBERS / MEMBRES

ALBANIA/ALBANIE

Ms Alida Mici Apologised / Excusée
Director
Ministry of Health and Social Protection

ANDORRA/ANDORRE

Mr Jordi Olive Cadena
Head of the Department of Children and Adolescents
Ministry of Social Affairs, Justice and Interior

ARMENIA/ARMÉNIE

Mr Eduard Israyelyan
Head of the Child Rights Protection Unit of the RA Human Rights Defender’s Office

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE 

Mr Ewald Filler
Ombudsman for Children and Youth
Federal Ministry of Family and Youth
Vienna

AZERBAIJAN/AZERBAÏDJAN

Ms Jeyran Arif Rahmatullayeva 
Head of Staff
State Committee on Family, Women and Children Affairs of Azerbaijan Republic (SCFWCA)

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE

Ms Anne Swaluë
Chargée de recherche
Observatoire de l’Enfance, de la Jeunesse et de l’Aide à la Jeunesse
Ministère de la Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles

Ms Christel de Craim 
Attaché 
Service for criminal policy-juvenile affairs
Federal Government - Ministry of Justice 

Mr Joost van Haelst 
Policy Advisor Children's Rights 
Division for Youth  - Department for Culture, Youth and Media 
Flemish Government
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA/ BOSNIE ET HERZÉGOVINE

Mr Elmedin Muratbegović
Associate Professor, Faculty of Criminal Justice, Criminology and Security Studies
University of Sarajevo

BULGARIA/BULGARIE

Ms Eleonora Lilova
President of the State Agency for Child Protection

Ms Iliana Hristova 
Director a.i.
Policies and Programmes for the Child, Strategic Development and Co-ordination Directorate 
State Agency for Child Protection

CROATIA/CROATIE

Ms Margareta Mađerić  Apologised / excusée
State Secretary
Ministry of Demography, Family, Youth and Social Policy

Ms Tatjana Katkić Stanić
Head of Sector for Policy Coordination and Enhancement of Social Welfare Centres Professional 
Work
Ministry for Demography, Family, Youth and Social Policy

CYPRUS/CHYPRE

Ms Leda Koursoumba Apologised / excusée
Commissioner for the Protection of Children's Rights

CZECH REPUBLIC/RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE

Ms Petra Kalenská Apologised / excusée
Human Rights and Protection of Minorities Department 
Office of the Government of the Czech Republic 

DENMARK/DANEMARK 

Ms Anne Martha Malmgren-Hansen
Head of Section
Legal and International 
Ministry for Children and Social Affairs

ESTONIA/ESTONIE

Ms Elise Nikonov Apologised / excusée
Chief Specialist
Department of Children and Families
Ministry of Social Affairs

Ms Viola Läänerand
Head of Prevention and Development of the Child Protection Department
Social Insurance Board
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FINLAND/FINLANDE

Ms Satu Sistonen
Legal Officer
Unit for Human Rights Courts and Conventions
Legal Service
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

FRANCE

Mr Alexis Rinckenbach 
Chef du Bureau des affaires européennes et internationales
Direction Générale de la Cohésion sociale
Ministère des solidarités et de la santé

GEORGIA/GÉORGIE

GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE

Ms Claudia Fligge-Hoffjann
Head of Division 514 "Rights of the Child, Child Protection"
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 

Mr Stefan Haddick Apologised / excusé
Head of Division 503 - Youth and Media, Youth Protection Act 
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

Mr Jonas Kohl Apologised / excusé
Unit 514 “Rights of the Child, Child Protection”
Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth

GREECE/GRÈCE

Ms Panagiota Margaroni Apologised / excusée
Ministry of Labour, Social Security and Social Solidarity

Ms Paraskevi Kakara
Ministry of Labour, Social Security and Social Solidarity
International Relations Directorate

Ms Maria-Andriani Kostopoulou (Chair / Présidente)
Attorney at Law
Supreme Court of Greece

HUNGARY/HONGRIE 

Mr Árpád Mészáros J.D.
Deputy State Secretary for International and European Union Affairs
Ministry of Human Capacities
Department for EU Affairs and International Organisations

ICELAND/ISLANDE
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IRELAND/IRLANDE

Ms Lara Hynes Apologised / excusée
Principal Officer
Family Functioning and Children's Rights Policy Unit
Department of Children and Youth Affairs

ITALY/ITALIE

Mme Ermenegilda Siniscalchi
Chef du Département pour les politiques de la famille
Présidence du Conseil des Ministres

Mr Michele Palma
Director General 
Department of Family Policy
Presidency of the Council of Ministers

Ms Alessandra Bernardon
Ufficio Autorità Garante per l'Infanzia e l'Adolescenza

LATVIA/LETTONIE

Ms Līga Āboliņa Apologised / excusée
Director of Children and Family Policy Department
Ministry of Welfare

LIECHTENSTEIN

LITHUANIA/LITUANIE

Ms Daina Urbonaitienė
Director of the Family and Communities Department
Ministry of Social Security and Labour

LUXEMBOURG 

M. Claude Janizzi Apologised / excusé
Maître en psychologie
Conseiller de direction première classe
Ministère de l’Education nationale, de l’Enfance et de la Jeunesse, Service des droits de l’enfant / 
Service des relations internationales

MALTA/MALTE 

Ms Carmen Buttigieg
Director
Department for Social Welfare Standards

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA/REPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA

Mr Corneliu Tarus
Deputy Head, Directorate for  Family Protection and  the Rights of the Child Policies
Ministry of Labour, Social Protection and Family
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MONACO

Ms Corinne Magail Apologised / excusée
Chargée de mission
Direction des Affaires Internationales
Ministère d'Etat

MONTENEGRO

Ms Blanka Radošević-Marović
General Director of Directorate for Improvement and Protection for Human Rights and Freedom
Ministry of Human and Minority Rights

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS 

Ms Jolande Calkoen-Nauta
Juvenile Judge
District court of Zeeland West-Brabant

NORWAY/NORVEGE

Ms Elise Skarsaune
Senior Adviser
Section for Violence
Department of Upbringing
Norwegian Directorate for Children, Youth and Family Affairs

POLAND/POLOGNE 

Ms Klara Wigier
Chief Specialist
Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Policy

PORTUGAL

Mme Odete Severino
Directrice du Service des Relations Internationales et de la Coopération
Cabinet de la Stratégie et de la Planification
Ministère du Travail, de la Solidarité et de la Sécurité Sociale

ROMANIA/ROUMANIE

Ms Gabriela Coman 
President of the National Authority for the Protection of
the Rights of the Child and Adoption

RUSSIAN FEDERATION/FEDERATION DE RUSSIE

Ms Olga Opanasenko
Expert
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

SAN MARINO/SAINT-MARIN

Ms Sylvie Bollini Apologised / excusé
First Secretary
Department of Foreign Affairs
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SERBIA/SERBIE

Ms Ivana Banković
Senior Advisor
Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs
Department for International Relations, European Integration and Project Management

SLOVAK REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

Ms Janka Divincova Apologised / excusée
Director of Joint Secretariat of Committees
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family

SLOVENIA/SLOVENIE

Mr Andrej Del Fabro 
Director General
Directorate for Family
Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

Ms Ružica Boškić
Secretary
Analysis, Development and European Affairs Coordination Service
Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

SPAIN/ESPAGNE

Ms Silvia Rodríguez Novoa
Head of the Department of Children´s Affairs
Ministry of Health, Social Services and Equality

SWEDEN/SUEDE 

Mr Christopher Carlson Apologised / excusé
Division for Family and Social Services
Coordination on the Rights of the Child
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE

M. Jean-Marie Bouverat
Affaires internationales
Secteur Organisations internationales
Office fédéral des assurances sociales

«THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA» / «L’EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE 
DE MACEDOINE»

TURKEY/TURQUIE

UKRAINE/UKRAINE

Mr Kyrylo Dombrovskyi
Deputy Director of the Department for Protection of Children's 
Rights and Adoption 
Head of the Division for Interstate Adoption
Ministry of Social Policy
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UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAUME-UNI

****

PARTICIPANTS

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe / Assemblée Parlementaire du Conseil de 
l’Europe

Lord Don Touhig
Member of the House of Lords (United Kingdom)
Member of the Sub-Committee on Children of the Parliamentary Assembly

Committees or other bodies of the Council of Europe engaged in related work / Comités ou 
autres organes du Conseil de l’Europe engagés dans des travaux similaires

Council of Europe Development Bank / Banque de Développement du Conseil de l’Europe

Mr Konstantin Doulamis
External Affairs Officer, Executive Office & Corporate Services /
Chargé des Relations Extérieures, Bureau Exécutif & Services Corporate

European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) / Commission européenne pour 
l'efficacité de la justice

Apologised / excusée

European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ) / Comité européen sur la coopération 
juridique (CDCJ)

Mr Philippe KRANTZ
Council of Europe Secretariat (see section below) / Secrétariat du Conseil de l'Europe (voir ci-
dessous)

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPEENE

Ms Stéphanie Toschi
Political officer
EU Delegation to the Council of Europe

Ms Margaret Tuite Apologised / excusée
Commission coordinator for the rights of the child
Unit C1: Fundamental rights and rights of the child
Directorate-General Justice
European Commission

Ms Ellen Gorris Apologised / excusée
Assistant Policy Officer 
Rights of the Child
Directorate-General for Justice
Unit C2: Fundamental Rights Policy
European Commission
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Ms Astrid Podsiadlowski 
Head of Sector Rights of the Child
Equality and Citizens’ Rights Department
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)

OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / AUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES

Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children / Bureau 
de la Représentante spéciale du Secrétaire général des Nations Unies chargée de la question de la 
violence à l’encontre des enfants

Ms Marta Santos Pais Apologised / excusée
Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Violence against Children

Ms Ann-Kristin Vervik
Child Protection Expert to the SRSG on Violence against Children

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) / Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies 
pour les Réfugiés (HCR)

Mr Roland-François Weil
Representative / Représentant
Representation of the UNHCR to the European Institutions in Strasbourg / Représentation de 
l'UNHCR auprès des Institutions européennes à Strasbourg

Ms Delphine Leneutre
Legal Associate / Associée juridique
Representation of the UNHCR to the European Institutions in Strasbourg / Représentation de 
l'UNHCR auprès des Institutions européennes à Strasbourg

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) / Fonds des Nations Unies pour l’enfance (Unicef)

Ms Afshan Khan
Regional Director
UNICEF Regional Office for Central and Eastern Europe 
and Commonwealth of Independent States (CEE/CIS)

Ms Michaela Bauer
Partnerships Manager
UNICEF Regional Office for Central and Eastern Europe 
and Commonwealth of Independent States (CEE/CIS)
UNICEF Brussels Office

Ms Armenuhi Hovakimyan 
Social Protection Officer 
UNICEF Country Office in Armenia 

United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) / Comité des droits de l'enfant des Nations 
Unies (CRC)

Ms Velina Todorova
Independent expert of the CRC
Institute for the State and the Law - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences



19

OBSERVER STATES TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / ETATS OBSERVATEURS AUPRES DU 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Canada

Holy See / Saint Siège

Mme Alessandra Aula
Secrétaire Générale du Bureau international catholique de l'enfance / Secretary General of the 
International Catholic Child Bureau

Japan/Japon

Mexico/Mexique

Mr Ricardo Bucio Mujica
Executive Secretary to the National System of Integral Protection of Children and Adolescents 
(SIPINNA) /
Secrétaire Exécutif du Système National de Protection Intégrale des enfants et adolescents 
(SIPINNA)

Ms Lorena Alvarado Quezada
Deputy to the Permanent Observer of Mexico to the Council of Europe /
Adjointe à l’Observateur Permanent du Mexique auprès du Conseil de l’Europe

Mr Juan Antonio Avendaño Lara
Trainee, Permanent Representation of Mexico to the Council of Europe
Stagiaire, Représentation permanente du Mexique auprès du Conseil de l'Europe

United States of America/Etats Unis d’Amérique

Countries concerned with the Council of Europe policy towards neighbourhood regions / Pays 
concernés par la politique du Conseil de l’Europe à l’égard des régions voisines

JORDAN / JORDANIE

MOROCCO / MAROC

TUNISIA/TUNISIE

***
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OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS

Children’s Rights Information Network (CRIN) / Réseau d’information sur les droits des enfants 
(CRIN)

Ms Louise de Brisson  Apologised / Excusée
Francophone countries consultant / Consultante francophonie

Defence of Children International (DEI) / Défense des Enfants International (DEI)

Mr Benoît van Keirsbilck
Director / Président

Eurochild

Ms Mieke Schuurman
Senior Policy and Advocacy Coordinator
Children's Rights & Child Participation

European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC)

Mr Tuomas Kurttila
ENOC Chair and Ombudsman for Children Finland

Ms Polina Atanasova
ENOC Coordinator

International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates / Association 
Internationale des Magistrats de la Jeunesse et de la Famille (AIMJF)

M. Daniel Pical
Président de la Section Européenne

Missing Children Europe

Ms Liuska Sanna
Secretary General

***
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE / CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Tél.: +33 3 88 41 20 00 ; Fax: + 33 3 88 41 27 81/82/83 ; E-mail: http://www.coe.int

DGII – Directorate General of Democracy / Direction générale de la démocratie

Ms Marja RUOTANEN
Director of Human Dignity, Equality and Sport Values / Directrice de la dignité humaine, de l'égalité et 
des valeurs du sport

Ms Elda MORENO
Head of the Children's Rights and Sport Values Department / Chef du Service des droits des enfants 
et des valeurs du sport
Directorate of Human Dignity and Equality/Direction de la Dignité humaine et de l‘égalité

Secretariat to the Ad hoc Committee for the Rights of the Child / Secrétariat du Comité ad hoc 
pour les droits de l'enfant

Ms Regina JENSDOTTIR
Children's Rights Co-ordinator, Executive Secretary to the Ad hoc Committee for the Rights of the Child / 
Secrétaire exécutive du Comité ad hoc pour les droits de l'enfant

Ms Livia STOICA BECHT
Secretary to the Ad hoc Committee for the Rights of the Child / Secrétaire du Comité ad hoc pour les 
droits de l'enfant
Programme Officer / Responsable de programme

Ms Maren LAMBRECHT
Co-Secretary to the Ad hoc Committee for the Rights of the Child / Co-secrétaire du Comité ad hoc pour 
les droits de l'enfant
Programme Officer / Responsable de programme

Ms Jackie RENAUDIN-SIDDALL
Assistant / Assistante

Children's Rights Division / Division des droits des enfants

Ms Gioia SCAPPUCCI
Secretary to the Committee of the Parties to the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of 
Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Committee) / Secrétaire du Comité 
des Parties de la Convention sur la Protection des enfants contre l'exploitation et les abus sexuels 
(Comité de Lanzarote)

Mr Mikaël POUTIERS
Administrator, Committee of the Parties to the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of 
Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Committee) / Administrateur, 
Comité des Parties de la Convention sur la Protection des enfants contre l'exploitation et les abus 
sexuels (Comité de Lanzarote)

Ms Barbara KOZIORI
Policy Advisor / Conseillère en politiques

Ms Isra OZSALAR
Trainee / stagiaire
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Roma and Travellers Team / Equipe Roms et Gens du voyage

Ms Valerie POPPE-MUESS
Project manager / Chargée de projet

DGI – Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law / Direction générale des Droits de 
l'Homme et de l'Etat de Droit

Justice and Legal Co-operation Department / Service de la coopération judiciaire et juridique

Mr Philippe KRANTZ
Legal officer / Juriste
Division for Legal Co-operation / Division de la coopération juridique
Council of Europe / Conseil de l'Europe 

Human Rights Policy and Co-operation Department

Ms Laurence LWOFF
Secretary of the Committee on Bioethics (DH-BIO) /
Secrétaire du Comité de Bioéthique (DH-BIO) 

Penological Co-operation, Medicrime and Trafficking of Organs Unit / Unité de la coopération 
pénologique, médicrime et du trafic d'organes

Ms Ilina TANEVA-NIKOLOVA
Head of Unit, Secretary of the PC-CP
Chef d'Unité, Secrétaire du PC-CP

Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe / Secrétariat de 
l'Assemblée parlementaire du Conseil de l'Europe

Ms Yulia PERERVA
Secretary to the Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development / Secrétaire de la 
Commission des questions sociales, de la santé et du développement durable

Ms Rikke VITTERSTEN
Trainee, Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development / Stagiaire, Commission 
des questions sociales, de la santé et du développement durable

INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES

Ms Elisabetta Bassu
Ms Gillian Wakenhut
Mr Rémy Jain
Ms Katia Di Stefano


