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1. Adoption of the agenda

Mr Jén Gunnar Ottosson, Char of the Standing Citbesrof the Convention, opened the meeting
on 28 March 2008 and welcomed the other Bureau mrsmbir Jan Plesnik, Vice-Chair, and Ms
Veronique Herrenschmit, former Chair, as welhesrépresentatives of the Secretariat.

The draft agendawas adopted, as set out in Appnd
The participants are listed in Appendix 2.

2. Implementation of the 2008 programme of activigs

The Secretariat outlined progress on the work arogie and the planned meetings for the first
half of 2008, including particpation at a Europesomference on invasive alien species (IAS) in
January 2008; the organisation of two side-eventshe Pan-European Ecological Network and 1AS,
respectively) held during CBD meetings in Romeefiitary 2008; the second meeting of the Group
of Experts on Biodiversity and Climate Change (43March); the Group of Specialists on the
European Diploma (17-18 March); an on-the-spot widitaly in mid-May 2008; a side-event during
CBD COP-9in Bonn, on 22 May 2008; and a meetintpeiGroup of Experts on the Conservation of
Invertebrates (23-24 June 2008).

The Secretariat further informed that the new EaStrategy on Plant Conservation has been
submitted to the CBD Secretariat, jointly with PéarEuropa, so that it is distributed as an
‘information document’ at the forthcoming CBD CORRrBeting in Bonn. As agreed by the Standing
Commitee at its meeting in November 2007, a ctarsiihas been engaged for the preparation of an
European Action Plan for the Conservation of then@on hamsterQ(icetus cricetul which willbe
submitted to this year’'s meeting of the Standingh@dtee. The Secretariat informed that the only
activity experiencing delays was the preparatidh@freport on the Bern Convention’s contributimn t
the 2010 target.

In addition, the Secretariat informed that a reporthe legal implementation of the convention in
Bulgaria is being prepared. Furthermore, new patios include a “Questions and Answers”
brochure on the Bern Convention, published in é20§8. Plans are underway to publish the results
of 2007 activities such as species action planshanéuropean Charter on Hunting and Biodiversity,
which has akeady been published by the InterratiGouncil for Game and Wildlife Conservation
(CIC), and the federation of associations for mgntind conservation of the EU (FACE). Finally, the
report of the 27 meeting of the Standing Committee will be subhittethe Commitee of Ministers
of the Council of Europe, for information, in Ma§(B.

Mrs Herrenschmidt added that a Memorandum of @ation between the Bern Convention
Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Conventiddigratory Species (CMS) is under development,
with a view to is signature during the next megtifthe Parties to the CMS, in December 2008. This
enhanced co-operation follows on a meeting betwetn secretariats held in July 2007 to explore
areas of common nterest, at the request of timel BtaRCommittee of the Bern Convention.

The Bureau thanked the Secretariat and notecipyiftoval the progress made in implementing the
work programme.

3. Implementation of the Convention: Files

3.1 Specific sites — Files open
- Ukraine: Proposed navigable waterway in the Bystre Estuary (Danube delta)

At its 27" meeting, the Standing Committee requested altiticementation mentioned by the
Ukrainian delegation concerning this project, idiclg the EIA and compensatory measures, in order to
be examined by a group of independent expertsSTdmeling Commitee decded to keep the file open
and carry out an on-the-spat visit in 2008, to Witiee Ukrainian delegation agreed.

The Secretariat wrote to the Ukrainian author iekanuary 2008 but no further information was
received. An independent consultant has been tedttx carry out the on-the-spot appraisal in the
summer of 2008.
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The Romanian government informed the Secretarceit @ Verbal Note received from Ukraine
in January 2008 and transmitting “the Final Deadieken by Ukrane concerning the Full-Scale
Implementation of the Danube-Black Sea Navigatimut® Project in the Ukrainian Part of the
Danube Delta” whereby the Ukrainian governmentiooefd the decision of carrying out this project.

The Secretariat informed the Bureau that the ESpaovention is organising an informal
consultation to exchange information with other @mtions or legal instruments dealing with the
“Bystroe Canal issue” n order to consider ‘possiibleasures that might be taken to support general
compliance by Ukraine with its international obligas. The Secretariat of the Bern Convention will
be represented at this meeting, to be held in Gemet8 April 2008.

The Bureau expressed its deep concern regar éirigfthmations received from Romania and the
lack of communication from Ukraine. The Bureau etigd the lack of collaboration from the
Ukrainan authorities and was worried about thk éddmplementation of Recommendation No. 111
(2004) of the Standing Committee on the proposedaale waterway through the Bystroe estuary.
The Bureau asked the Secretariat to contact thairibm authorities with urgency to inform them
about the meeting n Geneva and ask them for wpds#e/s on the status of the works. The
Secretariat will write to the Ukrainian author ieggain after the Geneva meeting to inform themtabou
its outcome and to ask for all relevant informat@ive received before the next Bureau meeting.

- Cyprus: Akamas Peninsula

At the 27" meeting of the Standing Commitee, the Cyprusgdétn confrmed that the Council

of Ministers had approved a Management Plan foAkamas Peninsula to protect nesting beaches of
the two turtle species. They reported that no dpwednts are permitted on coastal areas and that
there is a programme to exchange private propartyublic land inthis area. The Cyprus delegation
added that permits for safaris had been frozentiaatdthe species to be protected are those in
designated areas under the Brds and Habitatsti#ecThe Standing Committee decided to keep the
file open and urged the Cyprus government to fafiplement the Recommendation from the
Standing Committee.

The secretariat wrote to the Cyprus authoritiesmuary 2008 but no reply has been received.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to contact tipeicCyauthorities again and ask them for all
relevant informations needed before the next Bunasiing.

- Bulgaria: Project to build a motorway through the Kresna gorge

At its 27" meeting, in November 2007, the Standing Commitie€omed the forthcoming
finalisation of the EIA for this project and agrdedkeep the file open until the final decisiontiois
project is taken.

The Secretariat wrote to the Bulgarian authoritie3anuary 2008 and a report was received on
18" March 2008 (see document T-PVSFiles (2008) Iisiwihcludes the following information:

» In January 2008, the Higher Expert Ecological Céwhdhe MoEW considered the EIA Report
and recommended to the Minister of Environment \Afader to approve the realization of the
nvestment proposal. As a result, the Minster lsasied EIA Decison No 1-1/2008 for
construction of the Struma Matorway.

> The EIA Decision has been taken after intensivénpreary consultations to fnd the most-
appropriate decision for the route of the Struméoioay in the region of the Kresna Gorge and
for the sections passing in close proximity orulgftoNATURA 2000 sites.

In their report, the Bulgarian govermment considéat Recommendation 98 (2002) concerning
the stages of preparation and the quality of th&® Eéport have been fuffilled, as well as the
determination of the motorway route in the Kresoi@g, where decision making for the realization of
the project has been carried out coherent coltordetween nstitutions, NGO and scientists
aiming to reach an admissible and conserving theendecision.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to recontacBthgarian authorities and ask them for
confirmation of the final decsion on this projeaztheck that it is taken in line with the EIA repas
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well as for a map showing the final routing of tisad. Upon receipt of these positive informations,
the Bureau may recommend to the Standing Comrtiitéeehis case file be closed.

- Bulgaria: Wind farms in Balchik and Kaliakra — Vi a Pontica

In 2006, the Standng Commitee decided to opeava case file on this issue. An on-the-spot
visit was carried out in 2007 and, on the basihefexpert’s conclusions, the 27th meeting of the
Standing Committee adopted Recommendation No. 2307} “on the windfarms planned near
Balchik and Kaliakra, and other wind farm developts@n the Via Pontica route (Bulgaria)”.

The Secretariat wrote to the Bulgarian authorimedanuary 2008 asking for information on
progress concernng the implementation of this Resendation but no information has been
receved.

The Secretariat received a communication fromligrthternational stating that “the situation
has not improved” and that “construction at Kakals continuing”. The NGO and its Bulgarian
partner, BPSP, stress that “there is no evideratetile Bulgarian authorities are undertaking any
actions to implement stronger planning procedues/ind farm developments — either at strategic or
individual project level’. This organisation furthenformed that they have submitted a formal
complaint to the European Commission, in Febru@g82 ‘on the lack of proper protection of
Kaliakra and damage being caused to the site jaf@ments, particularly wind farms”.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to write to thigaBan authorities again and ask for all
relevant information to be receved before the Bexeau meeting. It further asked the Secretariat t
contact the European Commission to find out ttestat progress in develbping guidance on wind
farms currently under preparation by an externasaitant. Depending on progress made in 2008, the
Bureau also considered the possibility of explotimg creation of a working group to address this
issue in 2009.

- France: Habitats for the survival of the Common tmster Cricetus cricetus) in Alsace

At the 27" meeting, the Standing Committee decided to omasa file on this issue, not calling
into question the efforts aready made by the aitig®for the protection of this species, but wnt
to highlight the urgent need for action on the goou

The Secetariat wrote to the French authoritiedanuary 2008 and a report wih updated
information was received, including: actions on identification of priority action zones; contracts
with farmers; definition of the “specffic environntéfor the Common hamster; breeding in captivity
and strengthening of populations; and consideraifame Common hamster in land use planning
documents (the report from the French governmexatiessible as document T-PVS/Files (2008) 3).

The Bureau welcomed the informations from Franat asked the Secretariat to contact the
French authorities again to receive an updatedtreg@r the summer and the cukivation seasan, fo
the Standing Committee in November 2008.

32 Possible fles
- Norway: Windfarms in Smgla Archipelago

At the 27' meeting of the Standing Committee, n Novembei72€i& Norwegian delegation
informed that a new research project will be cotetbauntil 2010-2011 in order to improve
information on wind turbines and their impacts arddband coastal birds population dynamics
concerning both pre- and post-construction phaddse Standing Committee decided to keep this
issue as possible case fie and asked the govermh&orway to submit annual reports to the
Standing Committee, with the possibility of underig an on-the-spot appraisal in 2009, which had
the agreement of the Norwegian delegation.

The Secretariat wrote to the Norwegian authoritiekanuary 2008 but no new information was
receved.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to remind they &dein government about the need to submit
an annual report before the next Standing Commnitissting in 2008.
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3.3 On-the-spot appraisals

- Italy: Implementation of Recommendation No. 123Z007) of the Standing Committee, on
limiting the dispersal of the Grey squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) in Italy and other
Contracting Parties

At its 27" meeting, in November 2007, the Standing Comnittded the bureau to examine the
possibility of opening a file for a possible breatlhe Convention by Italy on this case. The Stand
Commitee also proposed that an on-the-spot applsiscarried out in collaboration wih central and
regional conservation authorties, which was agogetie Italian authorities.

The Secretariat informed that an independent expert been engaged and that dates have been
agreed with the national and regional authoribesdit the Ticino and Montevecchia Regional Parks
on 13-14 May 2008.

The Bureau welcomed these informations and willaraikther recommendations on this case
after examination of the expert report after thhaaspot appraisal.

34 Complaints in stand-by
- France: Conse wation ofthe European Green Toad(ufoviridis) in Alsace

At its 27th meeting, in November 2007, the Fregafegation confirmed to the Standing
Commitee that the national authorities had takerattion needed to protect existing populations. A
action plan was being prepared for the Green tBadb(virdiy and for the Common spadefoot
(Pelobates fuscluis The Standing Commitee acknowledged the effoiede by the French
Government to preserve the species, but askedd@ nformation next year, confirming progress.
The Standing Committee decided to take no furttt@reon this matter.

The Secretariat wrote to the French authoritiedamuary 2008 and updated information was
received on 17th March 2008. The French Minstrif@blogy has reported that a restoration plan for
the Common Spadefod®¢lobates fusc)snd the Green toaB (fo virdig is under development, at
the inttiative of the regional authorities (DIRENrtaine), and will be operational in 2009. Thigpla
will associate the Centre, Corsica and Alsace msgiand will be co-ordinated by the regional
authorities of DIREN Lorraine.

The Bureau welcomed these informations and askedSttretariat to write to the French
government and ask them for an updated reporti®iistdue before the next meeting of the Standing
Commitee in November 2008 so that it can be diged to Parties.

- Sweden: Natte rjack Bufo calamita) population on the coastal island of Smdgen

In December 2007, the Secretariat received infaormsafrom the Chair of the Bern Convention’s
Group of Experts on Amphibians and Reptiles comogihe threat presented by a residential housing
project in Hasselésund Vaster, Smdgen, to the erortiost population of the worldwide distribution
of the Natterjack toadB{fo calamity, a species listed in Appendix Il of the Bern Ganmon.

The Secretariat contacted the Swedish authoatiegig for information on this issue, including
the measures that would be taken to protect thislgtion ofBufo calamitaThe Secretariat received
a reply from Swedish government informing us thetythad consulted the local authorties and
received relevant information, including the fdwttthe formal plan for the area had been adopted o
13th December 2007. The Secretariat received thmviog documents: Environmental Impact
Assessment; formal plan for the exploitation arémyentory Report on Natural values;
Hydrogeological investigation; and map.

The Swedsh authorties nformed us that an irorgnteport on natural values had been
conducted, clearly showing that the area has vghywalues in its western part, where the breeding
pools of the Natterjack are situated. Strong adsigiven in the report to refrain from buildinguses
on this part with regard to the loss of the Nattde population. The report concludes that if hoases
to be built in other parts of the area, then comgeny and restoration measures should be
impemented. The Swedish government reported tieatatvice from the inventory report was
acknowledged in the EIA and the development ofatfepted formal plan so that houses wil not be
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built in the western part of the area and thatsiiggested compensatory and restoration measures
have been implemented in the plan for the areacdnclusion, and after reviewing the available
documents, the Swedish Environmental Protectioméygeonsiders that the appropriate measures
have been taken in order to secure the survivileoNatterjack population and that the residential
housing project, as presented in the final plalhnei have a negative effect on the population.

The Secretariat sent these nformations to thé& ©hthe Group of Experts on Amphibians and
Reptiles and no further communication has beerveste

The Bureau welcomed these positive developmentsishwtl the Secretariat to get the views of
the Group of Experts on Amphibians and Reptile®nlgmondiion that this feedback is postive, the
Bureau would not pursue this issue any further.

4. Conservation of habitats: Setting up of ecologit netwo ks
41 Progress on the Bmerald Netwoik

The Secretariat gave a brief progress report onntpéementation of the Emerald Network,
including a small technical meeting held the previday on the process to assess national lists of
Areas of Special Conservation Interest. On thgejsand given the volume and importance of the
work that needs to be carried out, the Bureau ddghes the meeting of the Group of Experts in
October 2008 could propose to the Standing Comentiies following process: a meeting of a smaller
sub-group in 2009 to evaluate the sites and agrékeccriteria that would then be submitted to next
year's meeting of the Group of Experts and thehedstanding Committee.

The Emerald Network has carried out thrty pilajpcts in the last ten years. New pilot projects
are planned n Armenia, Morocco and Turkey. The DBREmMerald programme for the development
of the Emerald Network in six Westemn-Bakan coestwill be completed in 2008, with funding
from the European Envionment Agency (EEA), to tifierthe remainder 20% of sites to be
designated. A visit to Bosnia-Herzegovina will beried out in April 2008 to evaluate the process an
assist in the implementation of the CARDS/Emeratdimamme. Finally, a 3-year project proposal to
extend the Emerald Network in the Caucasus is pgratdithe European Commission, with a decision
expected n summer 2008.

The Bureau welcomed these informations and aske®dretariat to liase wih the European
Commission on two important ssues: the harmooiati the Annexes of the Habitats Drective and
the Resolutions of the Standing Committee of the Benvention concerning the Emerald Network.;
and providing the Council of Europe with the datdhee Natura 2000 sites for EU countries.

4.2 Update on the organisation of intemational cderence

The Secretariat informed the Bureau that a firsttimgeof the “Advisory group on the preparation
of the conference” had been held in Strasbourg3obédcember 2007 (the full meeting report was
distributed ahead of the Bureau meeting: documeRASREP (2008) 01, of 24 January 2008). The
Secretariat informed that so far it had receivedhwibations from paossible host countries for saeoh
“European conference on the devebpment of ecabgietworks” and that the issue would be
revisited at the next meeting of the advisory groome held in Strasbourg on 30 June 2008. The
conference aims at assessing progress in Euromerodwy the mplementation of the CBD
programme of work on protected areas.

5. Follow-up of previous recommendations:

- Re commendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservatiaxi marine turtles in Kazanli
be ach (Turkey)

This file was provisionally closed at the'"2#heeting of the Standing Committee meeting,
akhough the Committee asked the Turkish governneentonthue to report on the situation
concerning this issue

At the 27" meeting of the Standing Committee, in November726Be Turkish delegation
informed the Committee that the situation had iwgdosignificantly in many of the 14 ponts
included in Recommendation No. 95(2002) and tha mesearch and monitoring on marine turtles is
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being carried out. They added that the underwakerop the jetty had been removed to reduce beach
eroson; that greenhouses had been moved fivesrietaed from the beach; that plastic rubbish had
been removed; and that a solution had been foudeawth the toxic waste. An important amount
of financial resources will be spent to treat theste and put it in a safe place away from thessea,
process which will take approximately eight yearsathieve and which includes the very important
step of establishing a non-hazardous waste Idingj fibc lity.

In November 2007, the Standing Committee decidedanapen a file and requested Turkey to
submit a report on progress in the implementatiohev2002 Recommendation to its next meeting in
2008.

The Secretariat wrote to the Turkish authoritielamuary 2008 but no reply was received.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to send a renietiger asking for the report before the next
meeting of the Standing Commitee in 2008.

- Re commendation No. 96 (2002) on consetvation aifdls in affo restation of lowland
in Iceland

At the 27" meeting of the Standing Committee, in November72€@e delegation of Iceland
confirmed that no SEA of afforestation policy relend had been conducted and that no single
afforestation programme in Iceland had ever bedfecuto EIA, as the law had been adopted in
spring 2006. At the same meeting, BirdLife Inteiomail highlighted that Iceland is the most
important country in Europe for breeding waders ratl afforestation had rapidly accelerated since
the Recommendation was adopted in 2002. The NG@ed/dhat unless better regulated, the policy
of subsidising the planting of non-native treeth& lowlands wil have severe impacts on the wader
population.

The Icelandic delegation reminded the Committeet ttiee implementation of this

Recommendation is a long-term task and that thatrgobas the will to implement it as best as
possible.

The Standng Commitee agreed to ask Iceland fepart in 2008, which is to be examined by
the Bureau in order to determine whether to ncthieissue in the agenda of th& 28eeting of the
Standing Committee.

The Secretariat wrote to the Icelandic authoriti€kanuary 2008 but no reply was received.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to wrie toddlandic authorities again asking them to send
their report in advance of the next Bureau meeting.

- Re commendation No. 108 (2003) on the proposed atruction of the “Via Baltica”
(Poland)

At the 27" meeting of the Standing Committee, the Polishgatien informed the Committee
that the SEA for this project had been completedidiNovember 2007 and that they were preparing
public consutation through various hearings. Tétegssed that the results of the SEA would decide
the final route of this trans-European transportidar and that no choice had been made yet, ss thi
depended on the results of the public consutafitne Committee was nformed that there was no
timetable for construction works and that any cbamgthe original route would have to be accepted
by the European Conference of Transport MinsfEhe Polish government informed that the SEA
would cover three sections of Via Bakica and timdg one of them presented problems with protected
areas and Natura 2000 sites. In this area betwiabstBk and Suwalkki, no works were taking place,
just rehabilitation of the existing national road $afety reasons.

The Standng Committee agreed to follow-up thesdn with a report from Poland in 2008.

The Secretariat wrote to the Palish authoritiedanuary 2008. A reply was received from the
Department of Forestry, Nature and Landscape Caiger of the Ministry of the Environment, on
behaf of the General Directorate of National Roadd Motorways, and including the following
information:
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> the work to determine the course of Transport Garili is underway and has not been concluded
to date;

> the draft final document “The strategy for the dagwment of the 1 Pan-European Transport
Corridor (Budzisko-Warsaw). Part I: The Road Canficheeds verification of its functional and
traffic sections, and additional analyses desigmedtimate the impact of the implementation of
the selected alternative routes on the other etenafrthe road network, as well as that of the
chosen methodologies;

» public consulkations and the procedure relatinghéotransboundary impact can be carried out
after complete materials have been prepared;

» the websitewww.viabaltica.scottwilson.com.gias made available to the public opinion the
material which have been callected to date asasell communiqué on the state of progress of
the work.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to contact thshPalthorities again asking for more
information before its next meeting in Septemb@820

- Re commendation No. 113 (2004) on the instalatiomf a new antenna (Pluto 1) in
the Sovereign Base Ar as (Akrotin, Cyprus)

The Standing Commitee regretted the absence eliegation from a United Kingdom at its"27
meeting, N November 2007, and further regrettat ttte UK report on this issue had been received
shortly before the meeting and therefore its Ostion to Parties had been materially impossible.
BirdLife International further regretted the lindterogress made on the SPA designation, which they
reported as having been unjustifiably delayed, a as the continued poaching of brds, and
problems for montoring the mortality of the antare to the lack of access to the area.

The Standing Commitee wished a more completatrépm the UK in 2008. The Secretariat
wrote to the UK authorities in January 2008 andpmnt was received, informing about progress on
each of the paragraphs of Recommendation 113 (2@@2lyment T-PVS/Files (2008) 2).

The Bureau wekomed this report and asked thestager to write again to the UK authorities
asking them for updated information before the nee¢ting of the Bureau in September 2008.

- Re commendation No. 118 (2005) on the protectionf dhe Hermann tortoise
(Testudo hermanni) in the Massif des Maures and Plaine des Maure s dalities
(Var), France

In 2007, the French authorities nformed the Sacagtof a global strategy for the conservation
of this species in the French PACA region (Proved@e d’'Azur) and in Corsica. This global
strategy —which is not an action plan — includess#oration plan for the specie and its habitats.

The Standing Committee re-examined this ssuésaith meeting, in November 2007, and
deemed positive the information supplied by theaétreauthorities. The Committee agreed that the
French delegation should make a further statemeiis &28th meeting, both to report on the
implementation of Recommendation No. 118 (2005)@amthe matters raised in the 2007 meeting
(LGV, Balancan waste storage centre, ecologicaidors linking the reserve with other populated
areas outside i, state of progress of the restoracheme), and ako to take stock of the progress
achieved and the results of the projects presented.

The Secretariat wrote to the French governmeiirnary 2008. It received updated nformation
on the following issues:

» The dassification of the Maures plaine as a nati@h nature reserve the public consukation
and local procedure were completed in 2007 andabehas been examned by the committee on
protected areas of the National Council for NaRn@tection ¢onseil national de protection de la
nature CNPN). The commitee will take a decision, tofolbwed by an inter-ministerial
consultation and a request for the advice oiCtbreseil d’Etat The authorities estimate that the
procedure for the creation of a national naturerveswill be completed n the first half of 2009.
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» The national restoration plan for the Hermann tortase: The “restoration plan for the tortoise
in the PACA region and Corsica” was dewveloped i062@nd 2007 and goes beyond
Recommendation 118 as it includes the distrbut@re of the species also outside the Maures
area. The document was submitted to the CNPNgdfacg n December 2007, in particular the
element on “guidance and objectives’. The natigiah for the restoration of the Hermann
tortoise integrates the concept of ecological dorsi linking the various population nodes.

The provisional timetaleincludes the following stages for this year:

+ the examination of the element on “actions and abjperal measures” by the wildlife
committee of the CNPN, in April 2008.

» The consulttation of relevant Mnistries, includihg Minstry of Agriculture, at the inttiative
of the Ministry of Ecology.

» Approval of the national plan by the Ministry ofddogy in 2008, and dissemination of the
document among local and regional authorities aatthan be used as areference at the local
level.

The Bureau welcomed this information and aske &#weetariat to write to the French authorities
again asking them for updated information befoeentixt meeting of the Bureau in September 2008.

- Re commendation No. 129 (2007) on the constructioof a dam and hydro-e lectric
power station in Lesce on the Dobra River (Croatia)

In 2006, a complaint was filed by the NGO Frieotithe Earth Croatia, highlighting the negative
effects of two projects (a dam and a road) on lbialiversity and criticising the content of the
environmental impact studies. The decision to hibddhydro-electric power station had been taken in
1988 and work was aready well under way in 20@i@wagh the last phase of the project, which posed
the greatest threat to nature conservation, wiasastunder construction and the permit had nenbe
issued.

An on-the-spot vist was carried out in 2007 aeddimendation 129 (2007) was agreed on the

basis of the report and recommendations propostxt ipdependent expert (see document T-PVS/Files
(2007) 28).

The Secretariat wrote to the Croatian authoritie3anuary 2008 asking for information on the
implementation of this Recommendation but no infdion was received.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to write to that@n authorities again asking them to send
their report in advance of the next Bureau meeting.

- Re commendation No 131 (2007) on the Planned Moway Vc across the Drava
Marshlands in Slavonia (Croatia)

In 2006, a comphint was fied by the NGO Frieoidihe Earth Croatia, highighting the foreseeable
negative effects of two projects (a dam and a readfcal biodiversity and criic sing the contehthe
relevant envronmental impact studies. Work onntlagorway which would form part of the carridor
linking the Baltic to the Adriatic had started hetsouth and was supposed to contnue in the orth
2008.

An on-the-spot visit was carried out n 2007 asddRnmendation 131 (2007) was agreed on the
basis of the report and recommendations proposdtieoyndependent expert (see document T-
PVS/Files (2007) 10 revised).

The Secretariat wrote to the Croatian authortielanuary 2008 asking for information on the
implementation of this Recommendation but no infiiom was received.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to write to tihat@n authorities again asking them to send
their report in advance of the next Bureau meeting.
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6. lllegalkillings of birds

The issues of the illegal killing of birds in Cygrand more widely, the illegal capture of brds in
Mediterranean Parties, were discussed at the Stp@dimmittee meeting in 2007, at the initiative of
some Contracting Parties. The Secretariat wrateléwant Parties n January 2008 asking them for
reports on their implementation of Recommendatian ]N(1986) “on the prosecution of persons
illegally catching, Killing or trading in protectdairds” and Recommendation No. 90 (2000) on the
illegal killing of birds in Cyprus. The Secretariaformed the Bureau that no reply had been redeive
from the Cyprus government on Recommendation 56§18&1 that only Turkey had sent a brief reply
to the callfor reports concerning Recommendat®(2000). The Bureau members had also received
copies of the comments sent by Birdlife Internati@md Terra Cypria.

The Bureau asked the Secretariat to write to astevarties again (including questions about the
age of the populations who catch the birds, theniacthat this activity generates, and the costs of
monitoring) and prepare a report for the Septemiseting. The Bureau agreed to discuss this issue at
its next meeting and decide the message to btogbat Standing Committee on this ssue.

7. Strategic development of the Convention

7.1 Enhanced Mo C with the CBD Secte tariat and CBD COP-9

The Secretariat informed the Bureau that plansewsder way to sign the enhanced
Memorandum of Co-operation (MoC) with the ExecuBeeretary of the CBD during the side-event
of the Bern Convention scheduled fof 22ay 2008, international day on biodiversty, a ®BD's
9" Conference of the Parties (COP-9) in Bonn.

72 Closer co-operation with other Conventions and o rgaisatio ns

The Bureau also discussed the preparation of aokgmium of Co-operation between the
Secretariats of the Bern Convention and the Corenoh Migratory Species (CMS) following on a
meeting held in July 2007.

The Secretariat informed that talks were also undey to prepare a Memorandum of Co-
operation in the framework of the existing 1962cagrent between the Council of Europe and the
IUCN (the Intemational Union for Conservation Gitiire).

The Chair mentioned that the CBD Secretariat \gaspreparing a MoC with the Arctic Council
and that such an initiative could also be develdyetie Bern Convention.

8. European Diploma of Protected Areas

The Secretariat informed of the meeting of theu@rof Specialists on the European Diploma
held in Strasbourg on 17-18 March 2008. The maboooe of the meeting was the agreement on 18
draft resolutions for renewals of European Diplgnsasne on the basis of expert visits and other on
the basis of the previous visit report as wellrasual reports. The Secretariat further informed tha
one new candidate site had been received in 200thef Balkan Park in Bulgaria. Concerning the site
in Romania discussed last year, the Group of Sp¢siwvas satisfied with the progress showed since
the last meeting, and decided to award the Europgaloma. The Group of Specialists also re-
examined the non-renewals for Belarus and Polandid®ed kst year, and regretted the lack of
signficant progress conceming the developmeatrnbnagement plan.

The Bureau decided to inform countries about tfaét desolutions agreed by the Group of
Specialists and submit them to the Commitee ofiskdrs for final adoption of the awards and
renewals of the European Diploma. The Bureau fudeeed to send the Belrus and Poland cases to
the Standing Committee, for further discussion.
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9. Procedure for electing the Chair and Vice-Chairof the Standing
Committee: Possible changes?

The Secretariat recalled that in 2007 the Standgmittee had decided that the Bureau would
discuss the issue raised by the delegation of Noreacerning the elections of Chair and Vice-Chair
of the Standing Commitee and the need to reviseutles of procedure to include a set deadline to
request nominations so that they can be circudiitedd of the meeting of the Standing Committee.

The Bureau held an exchange of views on this issderecalled that the existing rules of
procedure of the Standng Committee request aticele Chair and Vice-Chair at every meeting of
the Committee, but they establish no particular waproceed with the elections so customary
Council of Europe rules have been applied. TheaBusew no reason to modify the existng flexble
procedure.

10. Any other business

The Secretariat called the Bureau’s attentioméocbmplaint received from WWF Switzerland
regarding the development of the Emerald Networkhat country. The Bureau discussed the
possibility of getting the advice of the Group oferts on the Emerald Network but it was agreed to
wait first for the views of the Swiss government.

Upon request by Bureau members and wih the agreéeah the Char, the Bureau asked the
Secretariat to send the meeting's report to ale&®urmembers, for ther information and possble
comments.

The next meeting will be held in Strasbourg orept&mber 2008.
The Chair thanked the participants and intergeted declared the meeting closed.
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BEAN COMVENTION

APPENDIX 1

CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE
AND NATURAL HABITATS

Strasbourg, 9 January 2008
Standing Committee
Bureau meeting

Strasbourg, 28 March 2008
(Room 17, opening: 9.30 am)

AGENDA

Adoption ofthe agenda
Implementation of the 2008 Programme of activiis
Implementation of the Convention : File s

3.1 Specific Sites - Files open

> Ukraine: Proposed navigable waterway in the Byd$isiaary (Danube delta)
> Cyprus: Akamas peninsula

> Bulgaria: Progct to build a matorway through thred¢ta Gorge

> Bulgaria: Wind farms in Balchik and Kaliakra —Viar®ica

> France: Habitats for the survival of the commongtanCricetus cricetup

3.2 Possibk iles
» Norway: Windfarms in Smegla Archipelago

3.3 On-the-spot appraisals

> ltaly: Implementation of Recommendation No. 1230730of the Standing Committee, on
imiting the dispersal of the Grey squirebcurus carolineng)sin Italy and other
Contracting Parties

3.4 Complaints in stand-by

> France: Protection of the European Green TRetb(viridig in Alsace

> Sweden: NatterjaclBlfo calamita)population on the coastal sland of Smdgen
4. Conservation of habitats: Setting up of ecologat netwo ks

4.1 Progress on the Emerald Network

4.2 Update on the organisation of internationialesence
5. Follow-up of previous Recomme ndations:

= Recommendation No. 95 (2002) on the conservatiomasine turtles in Kazanli beach

(Turkey);
= Recommendation No. 96 (2002) on conservation afr@lahabitats and wildlife, specially

birds, in afforestation of lowland (Iceland)
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» Recommendation No. 108 (2003) on the proposedrootish of the “Via Baltica” (P oland)

» Recommendation No.113 (2004) on military antenribaSovereign Base Area of Akrotiri
(Cyprus)

» Recommendation No. 118 (2005) on the protectionhef Hermann tortoiseT éstudo
hemann) in the Massif des Maures and Plaine des Maucedities (Var), France

» Recommendation No. 129 (2007) on the construcficen dam and hydro-electric power
station in Lesce on the Dobra River (Croatia)

» Recommendation No 131 (2007) on the Planned Moyomgaacross the Drava Marshlands
n Slavonia (Croatia)

lllegal kiling of birds

6.1 Cyprus: Possible case file or point for infdior®
6.2 Implementation of Recommendation No. 5 (198@je prosecution of persons illegally
catching, killing or trading in protected birds;

Strategic developmentofthe Convention
a  Enhanced MoC with the CBD Secretariat and CBD COP-9
b.  Closer co-operation with other Conventions andrasgéons

European DiplomaofProte cted Areas

8.1 Report from meeting of Group of Specialists

8.2 Draft renewalk n 2008 (to be presented to the Gtveenof Ministers)

8.3 Outcome of discussions conceming the three cedesises in 2007 (Belarus, Poland,
Romania)

Procedure for electing the Chair and Vice -Chaiof the Standing Commitee:
Possible changes?

Any Othe r Business
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APPENDIX 2

CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE
AND NATURAL HABITATS

CONVENTION RELATIVE A LA CONSERVATION DE LA VIE SAWAGE
ET DU MILIEU NATUREL

Standing Committee / Comité permanent

Meeting of the Bureau / Réunion du Bureau

Strasbourg, le 22 mars 2006
Pakis de 'Europe, Salle 16

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS /
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

CzECH REPUBLIC /REPUBLIQUETCHEQUE

Mr Jan PLESNIK, Chair of the Group of Experts om BEmerald Network, Agency for Nature
Conservation and Landscape Protection of the CXepublic, Nuselska 39, 140 00
PRAGUE 4

Tel: +420 241 082 114. E-majkn.plesnik@ nature.cz

FRANCE / FRANCE

Ms Véronigue HERRENSCHMIDT, Responsable de la rarssiternationale, Direction de la
nature et des paysages, Ministére de lécologduetiéveloppement durable,, 20, avenue de
Ségur, F-75302 PARIS 07 SP

Tel : +33 608 05 43 93. E-mail/herrenschmidt@ hotmail.com

| CELAND /ISLANDE .
Dr Jon Gunnar OTTOSSON, Director Genreral, Icelnbhistitute of Natural History,

Hlemmur 3, 125 REYKJAVIK
Tel: +354 590 0500. Fax:+354 590 0595. E-njad@ ni.is (E)

INTERPRETERS /INTERPRETES

Ms Ingrid CATTON-CONTY, 26, rue de I'Yvette, F-73DPARIS, France.
Tel: +33 14050 04 22. Fax +33 1 40 50 80 &mail:ingrid.catton@wanadoo.fr

Ms Starr PIROT, Chemin des Toches CH-1261 LONGIR®Mise.
Tel :+41 22 368 20 67. Fax +41 (22) 368 20 Bmail:s.pirot@aiic.net

Mr William VALK, 2, rue des Jardins, DuntzenheimpF270 HOCHFELDEN, France.
Tel: +33 388 70 59 02. Fax +33 3 88 70 50 #Bmail:wiliam.valk@wanadoo.fr
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SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT

Council of Europe / Conseil de I'Europe, Directora¢ of Culture and Cultural and
Natural Hertage / Direction de la Culture et du P&imoine culturel et naturel,
F-67075 STRASBOURG CEDEX, France

Tel:+33388412000. Fax:+33388413751

Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Head of the Bilogcddiversity Unit / Chef de I'Unitéa de la
Diversié biologique
Tel : +33 383841 2259. Fax:+33 38841 37 &mail :eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe. int

Ms Carolina LASEN-DIAZ, Administrator of the Biol@gl Diversity Unit / Administrateur de
I'Unité de la Diversité biologique
Tel : +33 39021 56 79. Fax:+33 38341 37 Etmail .carolina.lasen-diaz@coe.int

Ms Flore CHABOISSEAU, Admiistrative assistant sigante administrative, Biological Diversity
Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologigue
Tel: +333 884122 64. Fax:+33 388 41 37 Elmail :flore.chaboisseau@coe.int

Ms Maribel RODRIGUEZ-VALERO, Administrative assistd Assistante administrative, Biological
Diversty Unit / Unité de la Diversité biologique
Tel: +333 9021 42 45. Fax:+33 388 41 37 Elmail :marbel.rodriguez-valero@coe. nt

Ms Véronique de CUSSAC, Biological Diversity Unlhité de la Diversité biologique
Tel : 43338841 3476 Fax:+33 3884137 Etmail :veronique.decusac@coe.int




