
Women’s sport : a challenge for Europe and beyond 

 

Dominique Niyonizigiye 

6 December 2016 





 

 

• The World Economic Forum’s 

latest Global Gender Gap Report 

finding that it will take another 

118 years for women to be 

earning the same as men…. 
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Where are we in Sport? 
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Women still facing discrimination…. 

Male and females are still not treated equally. 

Some of the existing differences at the 

Games: 
 

• Sports equipment and uniforms  

• Competition rules and regulations 

• Competition schedule 

• Competition and training facilities 

• Funding   

• Portrayal of women 
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• 10% of athletes experience physical violence in sport 
(23% among elite athletes) 

 

• 13% of athletes experience sexual violence (26% 
among elite athletes) 

 

• 26% of athletes experience psychological violence (42% 
among elite athletes) 

 

Alarming 
research results:  
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• Girls dropping from sport 

• Stereotypes 

• Personal barriers 

• Lack of time and lack of childcare 

• Access to facilities 

• Social and cultural barriers 

• Harassment and Abuse 

• Female invisibility – media representations 

• and lack of role models in sport 

 

So many 

challenges still 

preventing 

women to 

enjoy sport… 



THE WAY 

FORWARD 



PATHWAY TO SUCCESS… 

 GENDER EQUALITY POLICY 
 

  

GENDER MAINSTREAING      STRATEGY / ACTION PLAN 

 

Culture change  

  

Advocacy/raising awareness  

 

 

 

Sponsorship/investment  Access to scholarships Protection (Violence and Abuse) 
   

        

  
 Equal Prize Money                Child care services/flexibility at work
   

 
      

 STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION      PARTNERSHIP            EDUCATION/SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 



 

WE NEED EQUAL CHANCES! 


