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Introduction

and approved by the Committee of Ministers. The programme and budget divides the Organisation’s

standard setting, monitoring and co-operation activities into three pillars: Human Rights, Rule of Law
and Democracy. It sets out agreed priorities and objectives and shows the resources needed to achieve them.
It explains the Organisation’s Ordinary Budget allocation and its extra-budgetary resource requirements.

T he Council of Europe introduced a biennial programme and budget, proposed by the Secretary General

mm The Ordinary Budget traditionally finances the functioning of the Organisation’s statutory organs and
other bodies, intergovernmental standard setting, monitoring activities and administrative infrastructure.

mmm Extra-budgetary resources provide the main source of funding for the Organisation’s co-operation programmes.
With increased emphasis on co-operation — a key element of the Secretary General Jagland’s reform — extra-
budgetary resources have become crucial to the overall work of the Organisation. Extra-budgetary resources
include voluntary contributions from member states, the European Union (EU) and from other sources, including
observer states, non-member states, non-governmental or non-sovereign sources.

mm Voluntary contributions are accepted for projects approved by the Council of Europe Committee of
Ministers, within the framework of the Organisation’s Programme and Budget, in order to ensure that activities
and related expenditure are focused on agreed priorities.

mmm This publication provides data and statistics on the extra-budgetary resources of the Council of Europe
in 2015.

1. Based on actual monetary receipts on the Organisation’s bank account between 1 January and 31 December 2015.
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Voluntary contributions -
trends and developments

mm The bar chart below illustrates the evolution of the extra-budgetary resources of the Council of Europe
from 2006 until 2015.

Figure 1 - Extra-budgetary receipts of the Council of Europe 2006-2015
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mm Over the last five years,
> Extra-budgetary receipts increased by 44%, from €36 396 154 in 2011 to €52 260 510 in 2015;
» Voluntary contributions by member states increased by 113%, from €11 032 574 to €23 528 319;
> Receipts from the European Union? (EU) grew by 20%, reaching €25 842 386 in 2015;

» Total contributions from observer states averaged €759 045 per year, with a peak of €1 253 290 in 2012,
since then decreasing to €455 328 in 2015;

> A total of €208 181 824 was received in extra-budgetary contributions.
mmm [n 2015,

> Extra-budgetary receipts reached their highest level at €52 260 510, representing an increase of 23%
compared to 2014;

» Voluntary Contributions from member states accounted for 45% of total extra-budgetary receipts, an
increase of 31% compared to 2014;

> 36 of the 47 member states made voluntary contributions (34 in 2014);

» Receipts in the framework of Joint Programmes between the Council of Europe and the EU increased
by 20% compared to 2014 and accounted for 49% of total extra-budgetary receipts;

» The EU also made a number of voluntary contributions outside of the framework of Joint Programmes
amounting to €2 208 876.

2. Receipts from the EU in the framework of Joint Programmes.
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Sources of extra-budgetary

funding in 2015

mm The overall volume of extra-budgetary receipts (€52 260 510) included voluntary contributions from
member states, from the EU and from other sources, including observer states, non-member states and non-
state actors. In 2015, extra-budgetary resources represented an increase of approximately 18% in the core

Ordinary Budget funding of the Programme and Budget, which totalled €245 067 600.

Figure 2 - Extra-budgetary resources in 2015 by source
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Receipts from member states

mmm |n 2015, 36 of the 47 member states made bilateral contributions to the Council of Europe (34 in 2014)

for a total amount of €21 711 2943

mm Denmark was the largest bilateral donor, with a share of 23% of the total volume of member states’ con-
tributions. The second largest bilateral donor was Norway, accounting for 22% of the total volume of member
states’ contributions, followed by Sweden (14% of the total) and Switzerland (11% of the total).

3. Information on individual donors excludes their contributions to the HRTF and the EEA Grants which are reflected separately (see

paragraph below).



Figure 3 - Bilateral voluntary contributions by member states in 2015
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mm A total amount of €1 198 413 was received from Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Latvia, Malta,
Poland, Romania and the Slovak Republic, in the framework of agreements on projects under the European
Economic Area (EEA) and Norway Grants.

mmm |n addition to their individual bilateral contributions, member states contributed to the Human Rights
Trust Fund (HRTF)* which disbursed €1 491 649 to the Council of Europe in 2015. The EEA Grants® provided a
direct contribution of €325 376 in respect of its strategic co-operation agreement with the Council of Europe.

mm Overall, the total volume of receipts from member states was €23 528 319 which represents 45% of the
extra-budgetary receipts in 2015, including contributions made through the HRTF and in the framework of
the EEA Grants.

mm Further details on individual member states’ contributions in 2015 can be found in the appendices of
this document.

Secondments by member states

mm Member states also support the work of the Council of Europe in the form of the secondment of national
officials to the Organisation. Such secondments are not included in the definition of voluntary contributions
but are nonetheless seen as complementary to cash contributions and information is therefore included in
this document.

mmm |In 2015, 31 of the 47 member states seconded national officials to the Organisation, compared to 32 in
2014. Figure 4 illustrates the secondments in terms of full-time equivalent months in the course of 2015. The
total amount of months of secondments is an equivalent of 80 national officials seconded full-time to the
Council of Europe in 2015.

4. HRTF brings together 6 contributors — Finland, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
5. EEA Grants brings together 3 contributors: Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.
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Figure 4 - Secondments by member states to the Council of Europe in 2015 (in months)
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Receipts from the European Union

mm \With a share of 54% of the overall volume of extra-budgetary receipts, the European Union remained the
largest single contributor to the Council of Europe’s co-operation activities in 2015. Receipts from the EU under
Joint Programmes with the Council of Europe totalled €25 842 386; other voluntary contributions from the
EU, outside of the framework of Joint Programmes, amounted to €2 208 876.

The Council of Europe has developed a strategic partnership with the EU. In 2014, the Council of Europe

and the European Commission signed a Statement of Intent to strengthen co-operation. It was followed

by the agreement on a Programmatic Co-operation Framework (PCF) for the Eastern Partnership coun-
tries (2015-17) worth €33.8 million, the EU-Council of Europe Joint Programme Towards Strengthened

Democratic Governance in the Southern Mediterranean (2015-17) worth €7.4 million and more recently,
a Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans and Turkey (2016-19) worth €25 million.

Figure 5 — Receipts from the EU 2006-2015
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Receipts from observer states and other sources® of funds

mm Observer states’ provided a total of €455 328 in voluntary contributions to the Council of Europe, account-
ing for less than 1% of the total receipts. Other partner countries and non-state actors® provided €225 601,
corresponding to 0.4% of the total.

Non-governmental or non-sovereign organisations.
Japan and the United States of America.

A.G. Leventis Foundation, Aga Khan Development Network, European Cultural Foundation, the United Nations, Israel, Charta 77
Foundation and Vaclav Havel Library.

90.\'.0\‘
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Figure 6 - Receipts from observer states and other sources of funds 2006-2015

mmm Further details on voluntary contributions received in 2015 by donor are provided in the appendices.
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Distribution of extra-
budgetary resources in 2015

xtra-budgetary resources support projects approved within the framework of the Council of Europe’s
Programme and Budget and increasingly finance co-operation activities based on strategic action plans
and cooperation documents agreed with beneficiary countries and endorsed by the Committee of Ministers.

mm The total amount of €52 260 510 received in voluntary contributions was allocated as follows:

> 73% to bilateral activities®,

> 27% supported thematic and multilateral activities'.

Figure 7 - Distribution of extra-budgetary resources in 2015

Thematic and
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€13 900 142 Bilateral activities
(27%) €38 360 368

(73%)

mmm In 2015, 38% (€19 813 181) of the receipts were allocated to human rights activities. 32% (€16 877 370)
went in support of activities in the field of rule of law and 16% (€8 159 099) were for activities supporting

democracy. 14% (€7 410 860) were non-specified funding, in support of country specific action plans or
co-operation documents.

Figure 8 - Distribution of voluntary contributions in terms of the Organisation’s three pillars:
Human Rights, Rule of Law and Democracy.
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Action Plan-level and
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14% Democracy

16%

9. Here and throughout this document, bilateral activities refer to country-specific activities.
10. Here and throughout this document, multilateral activities refer to activities benefiting several countries and/or all member states.
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BILATERAL AND COUNTRY-SPECIFIC CO-OPERATION

mmm In 2015, from a total of €38 560 368 allocated to bilateral or country-specific activities:

> 63% went in favour of countries in Eastern Europe' (42% in 2014);

> 24% benefited projects in countries in South-East Europe’? and in Turkey (46% in 2014);
> 10% supported projects in the neighbourhood countries (7% in 2014);

> 3% benefited projects in EU member states (5% in 2014).

Figure 9 - Geographical distribution of voluntary contributions to bilateral and
country-specific activities
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mmm 22 Council of Europe member states provided bilateral voluntary contributions to this region for a total
amount of €13 332 597 (55% of the total). The remaining €10 951 473 (45%) were received from the European
Union.

mm Denmark was the largest bilateral donor to the region, accounting for 21% of the total, followed by Sweden
(12%), Switzerland (7%) and Norway (3%). Contributions from 18 other member states'® represented 12%, of
which 2% were channeled through the HRTF.

11. Eastern Partnership countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and Belarus) and the Russian
Federation.

12. Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” and Kosovo*.

13. Belgium, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, Turkey and the United Kingdom.

*  All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.
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Figure 10 - Distribution of extra-budgetary resources in the region by beneficiary country
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mm Ukraine was the largest beneficiary country in the region. It received €12 404 772, representing 51% of
the allocations to the region, and 24% of the total extra-budgetary resources to the Council of Europe.

mm The second largest beneficiary in the region was the Republic of Moldova which received 13% of the
total in the region, followed by Georgia (10%), Armenia (9%), Azerbaijan (9%) and the Russian Federation (4%).
Belarus benefited from 3% of the voluntary contributions to the region.

Figure 11 - Thematic distribution of extra-budgetary resources in Eastern Europe
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mm From the total of €24 284 070 allocated to this region, 38% (14% in 2014) went in support of activities in
the field of human rights. Projects included inter alia, activities within the EU-Council of Europe Programmatic
Co-operation Framework (PCF) for the Eastern Partnership countries', support to the domestic implementa-
tion of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in Armenia, to Ombudsman institutions in Georgia
and Ukraine, to children’s rights, violence against women, information society and the International Advisory
Panel in Ukraine, to human rights in the judiciary field in the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine and the HELP
programme in the Russian Federation.

mm Projects in the field of the rule of law received 29% (39% in 2014) of the contributions in support of
reforms in the justice sector in all countries benefiting from the EU-Council of Europe PCF framework as well
as of legal aid institutions for vulnerable groups of people and public monitoring in places of detention in
the Russian Federation.

mmm 7% (14% in 2014) of the funding in the region was dedicated to projects promoting democracy within
the PCF, in support of local government reform in Armenia and Ukraine and the school of civic education.

mmm 26% (33% in 2014) of the extra-budgetary resources were non-specified, in support of Council of Europe
country-specific Action Plans (Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine).

Examples of achievements in 2014-2015

» The Council of Europe supports Ukraine in making necessary reforms through an Action Plan 2015-
2017. Co-operation activities included assistance with the implementation of the National Human
Rights Strategy, support to the National School of Judges and National Academy of Prosecutors and
capacity building for the Ombudsperson’s staff and the General Prosecutor’s Office on preventing
human rights violations and understanding investigation obligations. The Council of Europe’s experts
supported the drafting of the 2014 Law on Restoring Trust to the Judiciary in Ukraine and the Law on
Ensuring the Right to Fair Trial and draft constitutional amendments on the judiciary which have
become ones of the most significant texts of the Ukrainian judiciary.

> In Georgia, projects under the Action Plan have tackled challenges such as access to health care for
all prisoners, protecting the human rights of persons in need of psychiatric care and preventing and
combating ill-treatment and impunity. The Council of Europe’s support has resulted in improved
general and mental health care in prisons and other closed institutions.

> A project on the right to fair trial in the Russian Federation created a method of providing free legal
aid in civil matters. It provides innovative ways to reach out to vulnerable groups entitled to free civil
legal aid, including those on low income, people with disabilities and orphaned children. The Council
of Europe produced national reports on barriers, remedies and good practice to promote access to
justice for women in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine. It helped
increase the professional capacities of judges, prosecutors and lawyers.

14. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and Belarus.
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South-East Europe and Turkey - €9 035 939

mmm In 2015, similar to the year before, the EU was the largest single donor in this region, providing 72% of the
total volume of the contributions. Contributions from Norway accounted for 13%. The third largest donor was
Switzerland (6%), followed by Turkey (5%) and the HRTF, Poland, the USA, the Netherlands and Liechtenstein
(all together providing 5%).

Figure 12 - Distribution of extra-budgetary receipts in the region by beneficiary
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mm Turkey and Albania were the main beneficiaries in this region receiving respectively 21% and 20% of the
total.“The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” benefited from 15%, followed by Bosnia and Herzegovina
(12%), Serbia (12%), Kosovo™ (9%) and Montenegro (7%). A regional project on media received approximately
4% of the total.

Figure 13 - Thematic distribution of extra-budgetary receipts in South-East Europe and Turkey
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mmm 54% (34% in 2014) of the contributions were devoted to projects in the field of rule of law. This included
action to fight economic crime, money laundering and corruption in Serbia and Turkey; to strengthen effi-
ciency of the justice system in Albania and capacities of law enforcement agencies in “the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia”; in support of mediation practice in civil disputes in Turkey; to promote co-operation
on cybercrime in South-East Europe and Turkey and freedom of expression and information in the region.

mmm Similar to 2014, human rights projects received 41%, including inter alia support to judiciary reform in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, to human rights protection and anti-discrimination in Albania, Montenegro and
Kosovo*, projects reinforcing the criminal justice system and Constitutional Court of Turkey, and a regional
programme improving minorities’ access to rights at various levels of government in South-East Europe’.

mmm Activities in the field of democracy benefited from 5% (25% in 2014) of the contributions and included
support to local government reform in Albania, to the Network of Schools of Political Studies, and activities
in support of women and young political leaders and of the census observation and monitoring mission in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Examples of achievements in 2014-2015

» The Council of Europe supported the establishment of a regional network of self-regulating media
bodies (Media NEThics), which facilitates dialogue and exchange of experience in South-East Europe.
Co-operation included providing tailor-made support for the Audiovisual Media Authority in Albania;
an online platform educating citizens and journalists on ethics and media standards in Bosnia and
Herzegovina; and a new Code of Ethics for journalists in Montenegro.

» A Council of Europe project supporting the reform of the Constitutional Court of Turkey helped estab-
lish a system for reviewing individual complaints. Amendments to the Constitution secured the right
to individual application to the ECHR. The placement of 10 Constitutional Court judges at the ECHR
provided them with rich international experience and intensive training. They then formed the core
group of professionals who prepared the Constitutional Court’s new rules and helped train staff on
the individual application system.

» The Council of Europe supported the development of a comprehensive National Strategy on Development
of the Penitentiary System (2015-2019) in “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’, which aims
for efficient and professional approaches to organising and supervising penitentiary institutions and
for establishing a probation system. The Council of Europe also assisted the development of a General
Offenders Treatment Programme, which improves the rehabilitation of sentenced persons and their
successful reintegration into society.

Neighbourhood - €3 637 574

mm Extra-budgetary funding supported projects in favour of 14 beneficiaries in the Southern Mediterranean
and Central Asia.’® It was provided largely by the EU under Joint Programmes (63%) and Norway (31%). France,
Monaco, Portugal, Turkey and the Aga Khan Development Network also contributed.

mm Morocco and Tunisia were the main beneficiaries, each receiving 40% of the total funding.

mmm Jordan received 9% of the total, followed by the Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan.

mmm Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Libya and the Palestinian National Authority benefited from regional
co-operation activities'".

15. A joint programme of the Council of Europe and the European Union benefiting Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,
Serbia and “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”.

16. Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, the Palestinian National Authority, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Repubilic,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

17. European Union-Council of Europe Joint Programme “Towards Strengthened Democratic Governance in the Southern Mediterranean”
(South Programme II, 2015-17).
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Figure 14 - Thematic distribution of extra-budgetary resources in the Neighbourhood
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mmm A substantial part of the funding to this region (55%) allowed the Council of Europe to promote reforms
in the field of rule of law, including through co-operation with the Venice Commission, constitutional reform
and the setting up of an effective functioning of new governance instances, as well as to encourage freedom
of expression and independence of the media. Co-operation through the South Programme Il includes support
to the reform of justice and the fight against corruption and money laundering.

mmm 14% of the funding was allocated to projects promoting democratic governance, education policies in

democratic citizenship and human rights education, and the Council of Europe network of schools of political
studies (Morocco and Tunisia).

mm Human rights projects received 8%. The South Programme Il activities promote the Istanbul Convention
in the Southern Mediterranean region and support legal and policy reforms in Morocco and Tunisia. Extra-

budgetary resources also supported co-operation activities to combat violence against women, domestic
violence and violence against children.

mm 23% of the contributions received were soft-earmarked, in support of the overall Neighbourhood
Partnerships with Tunisia and Morocco.

Examples of achievements in 2014-2015

» The Council of Europe supports anti-corruption reforms and capacity building in North Africa and the
Middle East. In Tunisia and Morocco, co-operation activities included assistance with the creation of
legislative and procedural frameworks to upgrade anti-corruption institutions. In Jordan, the Council
of Europe is supporting the creation of a criminal asset recovery system. In all three countries, coop-
eration aims at strengthening authorities’ capacities for whistle-blower protection, risk assessment,
inspections and investigations, and private sector anti-corruption compliance.

> The Venice Commission brought together presidents and judges from Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to increase their knowledge of the separation of powers and constitutional
control bodies and strengthen interpretation techniques.

» The Council of Europe helped draft legislation to counter human trafficking and violence against
women in Tunisia and Morocco.
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EU member states - €1 602 786

mm Voluntary contributions amounting to €1 602 786 were received in favour of co-operation in EU mem-
ber states. They were provided by eight beneficiary countries'® within the framework of the EEA and Norway
Grants (87%), and by the EU (13%) towards co-operation with the European Commission for the Efficiency of
Justice (CEPEJ).

The EEA and Norway Grants

» Through the EEA and Norway Grants, which represent the contribution of Iceland, Liechtenstein and
Norway, the Council of Europe supports individual EU member states in their domestic efforts to meet
standards set out in core Council of Europe conventions.

» Through the Financial Mechanisms 2009-2014, the Council of Europe works in 10" of the 16 beneficiary
states and provides strategic advice and guidance to the donors and the beneficiary countries.

» The Council of Europe is involved in 21 programmes and 31 Pre-defined Projects. It acts as Donor
Programme Partner in the following areas:

- Children and youth at risk, with a large focus on Roma;
- Local and regional initiatives to reduce national inequalities and to promote social inclusion;

— Capacity-building and institutional cooperation with Norwegian public institutions, local and
regional authorities;

— Domestic and gender-based violence;

— Schengen co-operation and combating cross-border and organised crime, including trafficking
and itinerant criminal groups (and fight against corruption);

- Judicial capacity-building and co-operation;
— Correctional services including non-custodial sanctions.

Figure 15 - Thematic distribution of extra-budgetary resources to EU member states
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mm 59% of the total amount was devoted to co-operation in the field of the rule of law; to promote co-operation
with CEPEJ (all EU countries); to assist with reform of the judiciary (Croatia); to strengthen judicial capacities
and co-operation (Bulgaria, Romania); to reinforce co-operation and combat cross-border and organised crime,
including trafficking (Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Poland); to engage in programmes on prison and police
reforms and improve correctional services including non-custodial sanctions (Bulgaria, Latvia).

18. Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Latvia, Malta, Poland, Romania and the Slovak Republic.

19. Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Hungary (work with the Council of Europe was suspended in May 2013 and will not
resume), Latvia, Malta, Poland, Romania and the Slovak Republic.
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mmm 26% went in support of human rights projects, including support to promoting human rights and minority
protection (Croatia); to victims of trafficking in human beings (Romania); to fight gender based violence and
domestic violence (Bulgaria, Poland, Romania and Slovak Repubilic).

mm Support was also provided to projects for democracy (15%), to protect minorities, children and youth at
risk (Bulgaria, Romania) and promote good democratic governance (Malta).

Examples of achievements in 2014-2015

» In Bulgaria, Poland, Romania and the Slovak Republic co-operation reinforced the capacity of legal
professionals and the judiciary to prevent domestic and gender-based violence and supportits victims.
In Bulgaria, with a specific focus on vulnerable groups including Roma, the Council of Europe helped
develop a solid legal and capacity framework for judges, prosecutors, police officers and social workers
to deal with cases of violence. In the Slovak Republic, assisted with the creation of a Methodical Centre
for the prevention and elimination of domestic violence and violence against women.

> Through the co-operation framework with the EEA and Norway Grants, nine Bulgarian judges were
assigned to the European Court of Human Rights for up to one year. During that time, they contributed
to the processing of over 4 500 inadmissible cases. After their return, they joined a national network
of judges to share knowledge and experience acquired at the Court and supported national justice
reform.

THEMATIC AND MULTILATERAL CO-OPERATION

mm Figure 16illustrates the allocation of extra-budgetary resources of a total of €13 700 142 to thematic and
multilateral co-operation activities, by pillar of the Programme and Budget.

Figure 16 - Thematic and multilateral co-operation activities (Human Rights, Rule of Law and
Democracy)

Rule of Law
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mm Approximately 46% (44% in 2014) of the contributions were allocated to projects in the field of human

rights focusing on the implementation of the European Convention on Human Rights and reducing the Court’s

backlog of well-founded cases. Support was provided through the HELP programme; to promote Roma inclu-
sion, human rights and equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people (LGBTI); as well as

activities fighting discrimination and violence against women and domestic violence. Voluntary contributions

supported the Mediterranean network of co-operation on drugs and addiction (MedNET). Joint Programmes

with the EU included human rights activities aimed at facilitating Roma inclusion at local and regional level. EU

contributions outside the framework of Joint Programmes supported co-operation with European Directorate

for the Quality of Medicines and Healthcare (EDQM).
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mmm 38% (40% in 2014) of the multilateral receipts were allocated to projects in the field of democracy, includ-
ing substantial support to education and youth, to co-operation activities of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe (PACE) and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, for the World Forum of
Democracy, and others. Co-operation with the EU included support in the field of youth, for inclusive educa-
tion and language learning, for free and fair elections, in support of the European Cultural Routes, European
Heritage Days and the implementation of the Bern Convention.

mm 15% (15% in 2014) of the multilateral receipts supported projects in the field of rule of law including the
global action against cybercrime, the fight against organised crime and money laundering, the Council of
Europe’s platform for protection of journalists, and activities within the framework of the EEA and Norway Grants.

mm 1% of the contributions to thematic and multilateral co-operation activities were not earmarked and
supported activities within the co-operation with the EEA and Norway grants as well as the Council of Europe’s
Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism.

The Human Rights Trust Fund (HTRF)

mm The Council of Europe’s HRTF supports co-operation and dialogue with member states to ensure national
application of the ECHR. The Fund, which brings together Norway, Germany, the Netherlands, Finland, Switzerland
and the United Kingdom, provides funding to several Council of Europe bodies and their co-operation activities.

mmm From 2008 to 2015, the HRTF collected a total of €13 350 114. In 2015, the total amount of the contribu-
tions to the HRTF was €708 000, compared to €1 750 000 in 2014, €1 818 000 in 2013 and €2 971 000 in 2012.

Figure 17 — Contributions by member States to the HRTF in the period 2008 - 2015
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Examples of achievements of multilateral projects funded by the HRTF

> Since the end of the 1990s, the European Court of Human Rights has managed an increasing number
of cases linked to poor detention conditions. A project in Bulgaria, the Republic of Moldova, Poland,
Romania, the Russian Federation and Ukraine addressed the application of Court judgments, examined
domestic situations, initiated action and improved ways to challenge detention conditions.

» The Fund supports the Court’s information programme “Bringing the ECHR closer to home” which
facilitates accessibility to and understanding of leading ECHR principles and standards and promotes
their implementation. Since 2012, the Court’s Registry has ensured the translation of key case law
(more than 15 000 texts) into more than 30 languages.?®

> With support from the HRTF, the European Programme for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals
(HELP) commissions learning material and training to raise awareness and improve knowledge of the
ECHR and its application, and offers self-learning resources via its website.

20. Source: HUDOC database.
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Strategic programming
and donor relations

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

mm The Council of Europe promotes longer-term framework co-operation agreements and multi-annual
contracts with key partners and donors to facilitate strategic and effective partnerships and ensure predict-
able and flexible funding.

A framework co-operation agreement with the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
(Sida) provides for a financial contribution of approximately €5.3 million for the period 2015-17 in support
of country action plans and co-operation documents in Eastern Europe.

In 2014, the Council of Europe and the European Commission signed a Statement of Intent to strengthen
co-operation between the two organisations. It paved the way for the Programmatic Co-operation
Framework (PCF) for the Eastern Partnership countries (2015-17) worth €33.8 million, the EU-Council of
Europe Joint Programme Towards Strengthened Democratic Governance in the Southern Mediterranean
(2015-17) worth €7.4 million and more recently, a Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans and Turkey
(2016-18) worth €25 million.

During 2014-15, within a framework co-operation agreement, Norway approved approximately
€6.25 million in unearmarked funding in support of country action plans and co-operation documents
for Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine, Morocco and Tunisia. A total of approximately €20 million in voluntary
contributions has been channeled through this agreement since 2011.

mm Figure 18 shows the evolution of the number of multi-annual and annual contracts signed with the Council
of Europe in the period from 2008 to 2015. In that period, the number of multi-annual contracts per year was
multiplied by six, from five in 2008 to 33 in 2014 and 32 in 2015. Since 2012, the number of annual contracts
has decreased slightly - there were 37 annual contracts signed in 2015 compared to 38in 2014 and 40in 2013.

Figure 18 - Number of annual and multi-annual contracts in 2008-2015
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mmm |n the same period, the overall volume of contracts increased by 464% from €2 934 131 to €16 534 852.
Over the last three years, the overall volume of contracts marked an increase of 48%. This included an increase
by 93% in the volume of multi-annual contracts and a decrease by 20% in the volume of the annual contracts
(Figure 19).

Figure 19 - Volume of annual and multi-annual contracts in 2008-2015
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mm The Council of Europe supports specific mechanisms such as trust funds to enable donors to channel
longer-term funding to the Organisation. The Council of Europe’s Human Rights Fund is an example of donors
pooling resources to strengthen the impact of work on agreed objectives.

RESULT-BASED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

mm The Organisation increasingly seeks to deliver on agreed priorities rather than individual projects and
activities. Country action plans and co-operation documents have become the main instruments for describing
strategic priorities of co-operation and the resources needed to achieve them. They are a valuable tool for
pooling voluntary contributions that are not earmarked or only broadly earmarked.

mmm 14% (€7 410 860) of extra-budgetary contributions received by the Council of Europe in 2015 were not
earmarked. Not earmarked multi-annual pledges totaling €13 133 547 were made to the Council of Europe
in the same period.

EFFICIENT, STREAMLINED MANAGEMENT AND
REPORTING OF EXTRA-BUDGETARY RESOURCES

mm Since the beginning of 2016, the Council of Europe has implemented a new project management method-
ology that covers planning, implementation and reporting. It aims to ensure better accountability at all stages

of project implementation and to increase positive results through an amplified focus on target groups and

the introduction of more quality checks in line with real needs. With a significant volume of extra-budgetary

contributions now earmarked at sector or country level rather than project level, annual action plan level

reports are prepared for donors.
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MONITORING AND CONTROL SYSTEMS

mm Oversight, evaluation, audit and lessons learned form an important part of the Council of Europe
co-operation programme cycle. Independent oversight is carried out through internal audit, evaluation and
investigation to support the Secretary General, senior managers and all Council of Europe staff in fulfilling
their responsibilities for the effective management of Organisation resources.

mmm |n line with its Evaluation Policy, the Council of Europe measures the impact of its actions and improves
the quality of ongoing and future activities. It evaluates projects and programmes of the biennial Programme
and Budget, including thematic and cross-cutting evaluation, and regional or country programme evaluation.
It also evaluates the overall functioning of the Organisation.

mm The Organisation’s accounts and financial management are subject to independent, external auditing by
the Supreme Audit Office (NIK) in Poland, for the period 2014-19. The Organisation has received unqualified
audit opinions on its International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS)-compliant financial statements
since 2007.

mm To ensure proper use of funds and resources, and protect its reputation and interests, the Council of
Europe has established a comprehensive policy framework for dealing with fraud and corruption. A Council
of Europe-wide risk management policy is applied as an integral part of day-to-day management to create
and seize opportunities in an organised way and to ensure that objectives are met efficiently and effectively.

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE AND OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

Since July 2014, the Council of Europe has been included on the OECD Development Assistance Committee
list of international organisations eligible for Official Development Assistance (ODA), with a co-efficient

of 40% applicable to member states’ contributions to the Ordinary Budget. Voluntary contributions for
country-specific action plans or projects, in countries or territories that are ODA-eligible, continue to be up
to 100% reportable as bilateral ODA.
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Conclusion

of funding for the Organisation’s co-operation activities. The Council of Europe’s co-operation work aims
to support member states and non-member states in implementing the Organisation’s standards through
targeted programmes and in close coordination with main international partners.

E xtra-budgetary contributions remain an essential resource for the Council of Europe and the main source

mm Ensuring long-term availability of resources on a predictable basis enables the Organisation to plan and
implement programmes more efficiently and effectively. Framework co-operation agreements and multiannual
contracts with key partners and donors will continue to be actively promoted.

mm The Council of Europe’s country-specific action plans and co-operation documents, which set strategic
priorities of co-operation with beneficiary countries and the resources required to achieve them, will continue
to facilitate pooling of extra-budgetary resources. As non-specified funding provides the necessary flexibility
to react to new developments, or to pursue thematic or country-specific work, the Organisation will continue
to encourage thematic or country-specific financing, in preference to the funding of individual projects.

mm The Council of Europe Office of the Directorate General of Programmes (ODGP) coordinates these activities,
and develops and oversees the implementation of country-specific action plans and framework co-operation
documents.

For more information on how to contribute to the Council of Europe,
please contact the Secretariat:

Resource Mobilisation and Donor Relations Division
Office of the Directorate General of Programmes
RMDR@coe.int - www.coe.int/en/web/programmes

» Mr Matthew Barr, Head of Division » Ms Jennifer Trudeau

Tel. +33 (0)38841-2165 — Matthew.Barr@coe.int Tel. +33 (0)38841-2156 - Jennifer.Trudeau@coe.int
> Ms Sylvia Ivanova > Ms Frédérique Privat de Fortunié

Tel. +33 (0)39021-5293 - Sylvia.lvanova@coe.int Tel. +33 (0)38841-2835

P ABE BN ey frederique.privat-de-fortunie@coe.int

Tel. + 33 (0)38841-3974 > HRTF website:
Alberto.Maynar-Aguilar@coe.int www.coe.int/humanrightstrustfund

» Mr Guray Vural
Tel. + 33 (0)38841-2172 — Guray.Vural@coe.int
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Member states 2015
- Albania

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

'. Andorra

Voluntary contribution:
€35011

Member state ranking:
31/47

Ranking per capita:
6/47

€30 000

- Armenia

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute
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= Austria

Voluntary contribution:
€39 000

Member state ranking:
29/47

Ranking per capita:
29/47

€14 000

€25 000

Azerbaijan

Voluntary contribution:
€13374

Member state ranking:
32/47

Ranking per capita:
34/47

€13374

I ] Belgium

Voluntary contribution:
€82 500

Member state ranking:
22/47

Ranking per capita:
26/47

€16 500

€66 000
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Member states 2015

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:

Did not contribute

i Bulgaria

Voluntary contribution:
€466 411
Member state ranking:
9/47
Ranking per capita:
12/47

€113 164

€295 896

@. Croatia

Voluntary contribution:
€177 032

Member state ranking:
14/47

Ranking per capita:
14/47

€174 032
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Member states 2015

« | Cyprus

Voluntary contribution:
€4 220

Member state ranking:
35/47

Ranking per capita:
28/47

i Czech Republic

Voluntary contribution:
€175 556
Member state ranking:
15/47
Ranking per capita:
19/47

€38 000

€110193

. Denmark

Voluntary contribution:
€5043819

Member state ranking:
1/47

Ranking per capita:
4/47

€418 392

€4 184 262
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5 Estonia

Voluntary contribution:
€61 807
Member state ranking:

Voluntary contributions
per pillarin 2015

Voluntary contributions 2010-2015

24/ 47. ) 70 000
Ranking per capita:
13/47 60 000
50 000
_€1 000 40000
€26 807 30000
B Human rights Locco
M Rule of law 0
Action plan-level and 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
non-specified funding
" Democracy
Voluntary contribution:
€801 122 . —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillar in 2015
6/47 800 000
Ranking per capita: €20 000 700 000
10747 600 000
€101 000 500 000
€527118 ' 400000
\/‘ 300 000
= 200 000
M Human rights 100000
M Rule of law 0
ﬁ;ﬂi’;g'c?géﬁ‘f’slng?:g 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
' Democracy
Voluntary contribution:
€689 506 —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillar in 2015
7/47 800 000
Ranking per capita: 700000
23/47 600 000
€463 365
500 000
400 000
= 4 300 000
200 000
B Human rights 100 000
B Rule of law 0

Action plan-level and
non-specified funding
" Democracy
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Member states 2015
K EX i
Georgia

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

. Germany

Voluntary contribution:
€685 125

Member state ranking:
8/47

Ranking per capita:
25/47 €200 000

€400 000

E Greece

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute
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e Hungary

Voluntary contribution:

€44 701
Member state ranking: —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
28/47 per pillarin 2015 G
Ranking per capita:
30/47 120 000
€10 000
€9 666 90 000
. €25035 ' o
% Democracy 0 —
& Action plan-level and 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
non-specified funding
B Human rights
Voluntary contribution:
€58603 —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillar in 2015
75000
25/47
Ranking per capita:
9/47 60 000
€53 603
45000
30000
15000
1 Democracy o - L
® Human rights 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Voluntary contribution:
€166 374 —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillar in 2015
250 000
16/47
Ranking per capita:
16/47 200 000
€122759 150000
€43615 100000
- ] %
. 50 000
B Human rights 0 —_
— 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Action plan-level and
non-specified funding

Page 34 » Voluntary contributions 2015



§J taly

Member states 2015

Voluntary contribution:
€54 869

Member state ranking:
26/47

Ranking per capita:
35/47

= Latvia

Voluntary contributions
per pillarin 2015

€54 869

L—— " Democracy

Voluntary contributions 2010-2015

400 000

320000

240000

160 000

80 000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Voluntary contribution:
€67 355

Member state ranking:
23/47

Ranking per capita:
17/47

Voluntary contributions
per pillarin 2015

Voluntary contributions 2010-2015

Voluntary contribution:
€128 948

100 000
80000
€52355
60 000
€15 000
40000
= 20000
L mRuleof law 0
Action plan-level and 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
non-specified funding
N . h .
]
B Liechtenstein
—— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
per pillarin 2015
150 000

Member state ranking:
18/47

Ranking per capita:
1/47

€9 358

€24 688

€69 221

W Human rights

M Rule of law

Action plan-level and
non-specified funding
' Democracy

120 000

90 000

60 000

30000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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. Lithuania

Voluntary contribution:
€10 000

Member state ranking:
34/47

Ranking per capita:
32/47

= Luxembourg

€10 000

Voluntary contribution:
€366 093

Member state ranking:
11/47

Ranking per capita:
5/47

€275 000

El Malta

Voluntary contribution:
€38716

Member state ranking:
30/47

Ranking per capita:
11/47
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Member states 2015

‘, Republic of Moldova

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

5 Monaco

Voluntary contribution:
€97 255

Member state ranking:
20/47

Ranking per capita:
2/47

. Montenegro

€62 244

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute
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Member states 2015

= Netherlands

Voluntary contribution:
€354995
Member state ranking:

—— Voluntary contributions

Voluntary contributions 2010-2015

12/47 per pillarin 2015 400000
Ranking per capita:
18/47
600 000
€174995
€80 000 400 000
€100000
E/ 200000 e
M Human rights
Action plan-level and 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
non-specified funding
M Rule of law
Voluntary contribution:
€4702797 ) —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillar in 2015
2/47 6000000
Ranking per capita: 5000000
3/47
€1882785 4000000
€305 983
€986 324 3000000
€1527705
- 2000 000
. 1000 000
B Human rights .
) 0
e Action plan-level and 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
non-specified funding
% Democracy
M Rule of law
Voluntary contribution:
€147 209 —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillar in 2015
17/47 150 000
Ranking per capita:
31/47 120 000

€32 894
€20 000

€57529 | €36786

W Human rights
Action plan-level and
non-specified funding

" Democracy

M Rule of law
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] Portugal

Member states 2015

Voluntary contribution:

€106 500
Member state ranking: —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
19/47 per pillarin 2015 S
Ranking per capita:
24/47 160000
€106 500 120000
L - 80000 -
— 40000
—— 1 Democracy 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Voluntary contribution:
€276 796 Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillarin 2015
13/ 47_ ) 800 000
Ranking per capita:
21/47 €54290
: 600 000
€143 165 €43616
B : 400 000 s
- 4
200 000
M Human rights
L = Action plan-level and
non-specified funding
1 Democracy 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
HRule of law
Voluntary contribution:
€49 548 —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Member state ranking: per pillarin 2015 B
27/47
Ranking per capita: 100 000
36/47
80000
€49 548
60 000
40000
20000
—— M Rule of law 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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E San Marino

Voluntary contribution:
€1300

Member state ranking:
36/47

Ranking per capita:
15/47

Serbia

Voluntary contribution:
€12 000

Member state ranking:
33/47

Ranking per capita:
33/47

€12 000

em Slovak Republic

Voluntary contribution:
€86 968

Member state ranking:
21/47

Ranking per capita:

20/47
€60 000

€11 000

€15 968
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Member states 2015

Slovenia

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

. Spain

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

. Sweden

Voluntary contribution:
€3 026 054

Member state ranking:
3/47

Ranking per capita:
7/47

€2 663 200

€351 604
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Switzerland

Voluntary contribution:
€2429 251

Member state ranking:
4/47

Ranking per capita:
8/47

€968 639

(€260 612

€1 200 000

- “The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

. Turkey

Voluntary contribution:
808329 €

Member state ranking:
5/47

Ranking per capita:
22/47

255896 €

452433 € 100 000 €
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Member states 2015

. Ukraine

Voluntary contribution:
None

Member state ranking:
Did not contribute
Ranking per capita:
Did not contribute

: United Kingdom

Voluntary contribution:
€402137
Member state ranking:
10/47
Ranking per capita:
27/47

| €387137

- European Union

Joint Programmes:
€25842 385

Other

voluntary contributions:
€2208 876 :
€9954511

€4870216
TOTAL:

€28 051 261 . €13 226 &534

» Page 43



: Canada

Voluntary contribution:
None

Observer ranking:

Did not contribute

Holy See

Voluntary contribution:
None

Observer ranking:

Did not contribute

® Japan

Voluntary contribution:
€45 000

Observer ranking:

2/5

€45 000

Page 44 » Voluntary contributions 2015




Observers 2015
Mexico

Voluntary contribution:
None

Observer ranking:

Did not contribute

E_ United States of America

Voluntary contribution:
€410328

Observer ranking:
1/5

€73423

€336 905
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Other sources 2015

A.G. Leventis Foundation

Voluntary contribution:
€104 616

Other sources ranking:
3/9

€104 616

Aga Khan Development Network

Voluntary contribution:
€50 000

Other sources ranking:
4/9

€50 000

Charta 77 Foundation

Voluntary contribution:
€7 500

Other sources ranking:
8/9
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Other sources 2015

European Economic Area (EEA) Grants’

Voluntary contribution:

€325376 —— Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
Other sources ranking: per pillarin 2015

500 000
2/9

400000

€50 075

€83 459 300000

€116 842 | 95 000 : SRGTT

~ l'/ »
m"’ : 100 000 F

B Human rights
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* Contributor countries: % Democracy
Iceland, Liechtenstein, M Rule of law

Norway

European Cultural Foundation (ECF)

Voluntary contribution:
€36 000
Other sources ranking: Voluntary contributions Voluntary contributions 2010-2015
illarin 2015
5/9 per pillar in 20000
35000
30000
€36 000 2560
20 000
15000

10000
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= Democracy
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Human Rights Trust Fund (HRTF)”

Voluntary contribution:

€1 491648 _
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€1474921 2000000
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s |
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* Contributor countries: Finland,
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Other sources 2015

Israel

Voluntary contribution:
€7 985

Other sources ranking:
7/9

United Nations

Voluntary contribution:
€12 000

Other sources ranking:
6/9

€12 000

Vaclav Havel Library

Voluntary contribution:
€7 500

Other sources ranking:
8/9
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Tables



2.1.Voluntary contribution receipts 2006-2015
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2.1.Voluntary contribution receipts 2006-2015
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2.2.Voluntary contribution receipts in 2015

Contributor Total (€)
European Union 28 051 261.73
Denmark 5043819.73
Norway 4702 797.55
Sweden 3026 054.15
Switzerland 242925193
Human Rights Trust Fund’ 1491 648.81
Turkey 808 329.90
Finland 801122.18
France 689 506.75
Germany 685 125.30
Bulgaria 466 411.27
United States of America 41032828
United Kingdom 402 137.03
Luxembourg 366 093.74
Netherlands 354 995.00
EEA Grants? 325 376.00
Romania 276 796.68
Croatia 177 032.83
Czech Republic 175 55591
Ireland 166 374.77
Poland 147 209.79
Liechtenstein 128 948.07
Portugal 106 500.00
A.G. Leventis Foundation 104 616.00
Monaco 97 255.19
Slovak Republic 86 968.76
Belgium 82 500.00
Latvia 67 355.07
Estonia 61 807.89
Iceland 58 603.50
Italy 54 869.50
Aga Khan Development Network 50000.00
Russian Federation 4954813
Japan 45 000.00
Hungary 44 700.97
Austria 39 000.00
Malta 38716.40
European Cultural Foundation 36 000.00
Andorra 35011.19
Azerbaijan 13 374.71
United Nations 12 000.00
Serbia 12 000.00
Lithuania 10 000.00
Israel 7 985.00
Vaclav Havel Library 7 500.00
The Charta 77 Foundation 7 500.00
Cyprus 4220.00
San Marino 130037

GRAND TOTAL € 52260510.08

1. Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, United Kingdom.
2. Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway.
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2.4.Voluntary contribution receipts in 2015 per beneficiary

Beneficiary country 3 %
Multilateral 13900 141.70€ 26.60%
Ukraine 12404 772.81 € 23.74%
Republic of Moldova 321461942¢€ 6.15%
Georgia 2514153.04€ 4.81%
Armenia 227003247 € 4.34%
Austria 217144531 € 4.16%
Albania 1866 603.24 € 3.57%
Turkey 1857 474.77 € 3.55%
Tunisia 145242372 € 2.78%
Morocco 143197659¢€ 2.74%
“The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” 1377 563.16 € 2.64%
Serbia 1107 907.97 € 2.12%
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1066 904.82 € 2.04%
Russian Federation 939164.53 € 1.80%
Kosovo® 778 267.82 € 1.49%
Azerbaijan 769 882.82 € 1.47%
Montenegro 671 640.66 € 1.29%
Bulgaria 44951075 € 0.86%
Eastern Europe Southern Caucasus 400 000.00€ 0.77%
Croatia 378 404.51 € 0.72%
Jordan 340 976.36 € 0.65%
Kyrgyz Republic 238 224.57 € 0.46%
Romania 23318091 € 0.45%
Czech Republic 110193.50€ 0.21%
Tajikistan 62 598.40 € 0.12%
Kazakhstan 61925.96 € 0.12%
Slovak Republic 60 000.00 € 0.11%
Latvia 52355.07 € 0.10%
Uzbekistan 31368.10€ 0.06%
Malta 2871640€ 0.05%
Turkmenistan 18 080.70 € 0.03%
GRAND TOTAL €52260510.08 100%
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www.coe.int

Extra-budgetary contributions are an essential resource for

the Council of Europe and the main source of funding for the
Organisation’s technical assistance and co-operation activities.
The steady increase in extra-budgetary resources in recent years
has enabled the Council of Europe to increase the impact of its
work in the member states and beyond.

In 2015, donors contributed a record high of €52.2 million to the
Council of Europe’s work. This brochure gives an overview of

the 2015 receipts and a profile of each donor. An analysis of the
funds and their use shows how the Organisation has been able to
achieve concrete results through partnerships with donors.

Contact at Council of Europe Secretariat:
Resource Mobilisation and Donor Relations
Office of the Directorate General of Programmes
Avenue de I'Europe

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

RMDR@coe.int

The Council of Europe is the continent’s

leading human rights organisation.

It comprises 47 member states, 28 of which

are members of the European Union.

All Council of Europe member states have signed up to

the European Convention on Human Rights, a treaty designed
to protect human rights, democracy and the rule of law.

The European Court of Human Rights oversees

the implementation of the Convention in the member states.
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