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MEINE ABGEORDNETEN

About " Mel ne Abgeor dnet en”

Online since November 2011.

Includes 407 Dossiers of Austrian

politicians:
Nationalrat [ Volksanwaltschaft [
Bundesrat [ Rechnungshofprasident
EU-Parlament Landesregierung
Bundesregierung Landtag
Bundesprasident Landeshauptmann/frau

EU-Kommissar



s+ Offenlegungs/Nebeneinkiinfte
Gesetz.
Changes since 2011

2012: MPs and federal state deputies had
to report additional sources of income
,Nebeneinkinfte* above €1.142,50 per
year. Breaking the law had no
consequences, how much they really
earned was not visible. It was published
In a well hidden .pdf spreadsheet on the
website of the parliament.

" Meine Abgeordneten " startet a media
campaign and by beginning of 2012 the
pdf was linked from the first page.

Many MPs reported ,new jobs“. A public
discussion began.



Offenlegungs/Nebeneinkunfte
Gesetz:
Changes since 2011

June 2012: A new law was passed and
Implemented in 2013. It turned out, that
some mistakes were made. The discussion
started again.



Abgeordnete: Meldung der Einkommenshohe
von Nebentatigkeiten

1. Dienstverhiltmnis/Selbststindig/freiberuflich: Z. Leitende Stellung in AG, GmbH, Sparkasse oder Stiftung:

Meldung ist zwingend

Meldung ist zwingend

Veroffentlichung ist zwingend
Veroffentlichung erfolgt auf Offenlegungsliste

olientiirnung erioffl bel Bl

Genossenschaften zahlen nicht

Veroffentlichung erfolgt auf Wunsch des Abgeordneten

graphie auf Parlamentswel
dazu

Pensionen zihlen NICHT

elen ein
miissen nicht
gemeldet werden

Einkommenskategorie

Birgermeister-, Gemeinderatsfunktionen;

Weder Dienstverhilinis noch "leitende Stellung” : E‘lr;ofgg
noch ehrenamtlich. I.Dt.J”]—E.SDGE KHI!TI.]'I'IE]'TT etc.: Gewiillme TLEJ'_IkH[J!’H—.‘E‘I, I:'1‘.-\.:.+'|
9.501- 7000€ Priisident der Landwirtschaftskammer, zihlen

als "Ehrenamt", wofiir

7.001 - 10.000€ s
"Aufwandsentschidigungen” erhalten werden

mehr als 10.000€

flieRen nicht ein flieffen nicht ein

fallen in diese Kategorie

fliefRen NICHT ein

3. Ehrenamtliche Tatigkeiten:

Meldung ist zwingend
Verdffentlichung der Stellung an sich ist zwingend
Verdffentlichung von Einkiinften durch Aufwandsentschadigung ist freiwillig

MEINE ABGECRDHETEN

www.meineabgeordneten.at
twitter com/meineabg

ﬂ facebook.com/MeineAbgeordneten




Offenlegungs/Nebeneinkinfte
Gesetz:
Changes since 2011

Summer 2013: The law was repaired. Now
also the Leading Positions e.g.

companies or foundations and the income

as Mayor or Representation Allowance for

Honorary Posts in Chambers or economic

Interest groups must be reported.



Offenlegungs/Nebeneinkunfte
Gesetz:
speaki ng of trust?

The Austrian law is far behind the
German, the UK or on the EU parliament
level:

It has no sanctions, if it Is broken.

It is not clear how much is earned Iin

what position.

The last income step is above € 10.000,-
Selfemployed (lawyers, advisors) need
not report their client structure.

eg owning a company does not need to be
reported.



Offenlegungs/Nebeneinkunfte
Gesetz:
speaki ng of trust?

We need to make visible, what Austrian
politicians stand for and do.

.Do" includes their work within the

parliament (eg committees) but also
outside.

We need to do that in a way, people
UNDERSTAND it.
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Background to Transparency Package

- Internal pressure loss of trust (financial scandals,
corruption charges)

- External pressure (GRECO reports)

- Party Laws from 1975 outdated and not meeting
international standards with little transparency on income

and professional and remunerative activities of public

office holders, lack of internal audits

(Laws and transparency package can be found on
www.ris.bka.gv.at and www.parliament.gv.at as well as the
osce page of legislation online).

Transparency package was negotiated at speed, little
consultations, and (election vyear 2013) and later
oversights resulting from hasty drafting and unclear
provisions had to be repaired.
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Definitions of Political Parties
and 1 nportance In Austria

Political parties Act 2012 political parties legally
defined “permanently organised association which
through common activities aims at comprehensively
influencing the national decision making process in
particular by participating in elections for general
representative bodies and the European Parliament”
this addressed a point in Greco report that no legal
definition of political parties (9.12. 2011 p.3)

Parties are obliged to publish by laws (statutes) on
the Internet (still no laws on promoting women for
election, minimum membership or Intra party
democracy, a political party can but does not have to
stand for elections) but include details of executive
bodies, rights and obligations of members, structure
of party and provisions on voluntary dissolution.
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Political Parties Acts and Reform

The law refers to political parties as

above and campaigning parties
(wahlwerbende partei) as group of voters
participating in the election campaign for

a representative body or EP under
distinctive party name drawing up a party
list.

Statement of accounts has to be published
and checked by National Court of Audit but
It has no powers of investigation and
cannot check records of the political
parties
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Ref or ns

The reforms were greeted by experts as a
step in the right direction and brought
Austria into line with modern standards
The parties now have internal audits

First statements will come in Autumn of
2014

Laws did not cover parliamentary groups
(Klubs)
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Qut | ooks

- Transparency package and restoration
of trust was short lived

- Scandals of the past resurged to haunt
the government

- Political and parliamentary culture
lacking adeqguate crisis management

- Increased transparency does not always
bring increase trust levels

- Codes of Conduct at ministerial and
parliamentary level could help plug the
gaps in legislation (grey areas)
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