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Outline

• The fairer sex?

• THB as a gendered phenomenon

• Corruption and implementation failure in 

anti-trafficking policies



The gender gap in criminality

Males 3 to 10 times more likely than females to 

be offenders  everywhere (self-reported 

offending, arrests, convictions, prisoners etc)

Gender gap has narrowed somewhat  over time  

but is persistent

Psychological and sociological determinants



The gender gap in corruption

• Mixed results of research studies  (Sung, 2003;          

Esarey & Chirillo, 2012)

• Hypothesis derived from criminological 

literature: females less inclined to engage in 

corrupt practices to the extent that these are 

de facto criminalised



Gender and THB globally





Gender and THB in EU





Corruption and anti-trafficking efforts

• Cases reported in several CoE/GRETA country 

reports (esp. In Central and Eastern Europe)

• Qualitative studies (Gounev & Bezlov, 2010 )

• Quantitative analyses (Zhang & Pineda, 2008; 

Van Dijk & Klerx, 2013)



Corruption and types of prostitution





Scores on P R G Corruption Index 2012 (high scores indicating 

good performance) by 3P Anti-Trafficking Index 2009 (high 

scores indicating good performance) (source: Van Dijk  & Klerx, 

2013)


