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Belvedere approach:
an example of intergrated 
landscape development  with 
cultural heritage 



Examples of preservation by protection



Classic project development 
(Fuck the Context: Rem Koolhaas)



Preservation by 
protection Development

Is there something in between?



Preservation by 
protection Development

Preservation by Development 
& Adaptive Re-use

In between old & new



Classic approach: past and future back to 
back

PAST     <->  FUTURE



Preservation by Development: 
past & future side by side, grasping the axis of 
time

PAST     <->   FUTURE
PAST & FUTURE



Preservation by …

‘Holy’ Ground
Physical 
Object
Conservation
Sectoral
Monument act
Conflict of interests
Economically isolated
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Preservation by …

‘Holy’ Ground
Physical 
Object
Conservation
Sectoral
Monument act
Conflicting interests
Economically isolated

Common Ground
Meaning
Area oriented
Inspiration
Interdisciplinary
Spatial planning
Integrating interests
Functional 
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Preservation by protection 
& 

Preservation by development 
Adaptive Re-use 

are an addition to one another;
Just different strategies



Explaining more

In Netherlands we developed Belverder policy 
which started in 1999

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmPD4UMOum
o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmPD4UMOumo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmPD4UMOumo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmPD4UMOumo


Preservation by Development an urban  example: 
the city walls of Den Bosch



The city walls of Den Bosch in decay
But authenticity alone didn’t pay the bill



78 projects linked at the city walls of Den Bosch;  a 
restoration deficit turned into a economic program with 
several  funders



Fortified walls of Den Bosch connect to the surrounding 
countryside, tourism, waterstorage, parking solutions & nature development



And off course: the restoration of the walls 



Preservation by Development an rural  example: 
the Diefdijk





2. HEDEN Waterlinie omgeving Geldermalsen





Preservation by Development an example: 
the redevlopment of the Liniedijk

Goal of the project

•Improvement of the quality of the dike (dike plays role in protection of 
the land against river flooding)

•Roadsafety (the amount of traffic)

•History: redevelopement of the 19e century New Dutch Water defence 
line in to a Landscape park and Unesco (historical value of the dike)



Advantages of cooperation

•Coorperation between the 3 spatial task  
(dike quality, road safety, heritage) 
•Financial contribution from infrastructure 
investment
•Without making the combination the 
investments in the landscape and heritage 
would not have happened  



Military function in the 19th century



Protection against floods 13th century against river 
Waal



Traffic safety



New infrastructure















Landscape projects









2. HEDEN Waterlinie omgeving Geldermalsen

 Bunker 
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Identity
Beeing different/stand out

city promotion

Tangible 
quality of 
space
Beauty, character

Economic 
value
Property, Vestigingsfactor, 
Tourism, valuecreation

Bridges spatial 
needs & design
Old inspiration for the new

Reaches 
the public
Common values

Quality of live
Wel beeing, meaningfulness 

In touch with 
own roots
Knowledge, information, 
authenticity

Heritage

The power of heritage

Sustainability
Tearing down & build new cost 
more

Regional development
Heritage as catalyst

Innovation
No 2nd best

Preser-
vation
Cultural heritage



National parks: looking for knowledge

National programm on redeveloping national parks

Looking for knowledge on:

•Governance models
•Marketing
•Quality of landscapes
•Economic Models


