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Faro Talks
The value of cultural heritage 

for society
Towards the 

implementation 
in Austria



 Adopted 2005

 Entry into force 2011

 17 members

 Austria signed 2014, ratified 2015

 Survey by the Federal Chancellery -

österreichische kulturdokumentation

 Workshop 27 January 2016 

How it all began…
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Blochziehen in Fiss

The Rag Procession in Ebensee
(c) Faschingsverein Ebensee

The Carnival Run of Murau
(c) Karl Pürer

"Perchten" in Gastein
(c) Verein Gasteiner Perchten



Recommendations from the survey
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What 
next?

enhance 
exchange 

and networks
awareness-raising 

and capacity-building

provide visibility 
to projects 

(Faro Label)

learning from each 
other – passing on 

knowledge

create project pool 
with examples of 

good practice 

organize 
workshops 
on different 

levels 
(federal, local, 
municipality, 
community)

heritage education 
in school and out-
of-school contexts

international 
cooperation

integration 
in spatial 

and urban 
planning



 New concept of cultural heritage

 Social value

 Community Building, civil society

 Cultural participation

 Common responsibility
 New vision for sustainable development

Why ratify?
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© Österreich Werbung / Horvath

© Österreich Werbung / Pigneter

© Österreich Werbung / Horvath



Major Topics
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Cultural 
diversity 
and social 
cohesion

Environment, 
heritage and 
quality of life 

Cultural 
heritage and  
information 

society

Democratic 
participation

Education 
and 

Research

Information 
society 

Sustainable 
use of 

cultural 
heritage 



International and European Context
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FARO

CoE Landscape 
Convention CoE Cultural 

Routes

UNESCO World 
Heritage 

Convention

UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 

Convention
UNESCO Cultural 

Diversity Convention

EU: Towards an 
integrated approach to 

cultural heritage for 
Europe

UN 
2030 Agenda 

SDGs



 http://www.kunstkultur.bka.gv.at/

site/8070/default.aspx 

The Survey 
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http://www.kunstkultur.bka.gv.at/site/8070/default.aspx
http://www.kunstkultur.bka.gv.at/site/8070/default.aspx
http://www.kunstkultur.bka.gv.at/site/8070/default.aspx


Best-Practise Projects 
in Austria



Superar 
Bringing young people together to make music
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(C) superar 



 encourage, motivate and connect 

young people through music

 for children with little or no access 

to cultural education

 collaborative performances

 Network: 10 locations outside of Austria

(SLK, CH, LIE, RO, BH). 

Superar
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Blochziehen in Fiss

"Perchten" in Gastein
(c) Verein Gasteiner Perchten

© OPEC Fund for International 
Development_OFID_Carlos Opitz

© superar

OPEC Fund for International 
Development_OFID_Carlos Opitz



Cinema of Locations 

11 |The value of cultural heritage for society14.06.2016

(C) superar 

Kino der Orte Ruprechtskirche 
© Matthias Partmann Filmarchiv Austria



 initiated by the Austrian Film Archive

 use public spaces of the history of film 

for the presentation of film heritage

 Culturally rich sites as starting point for 

discussions and guided tours

Cinema of Locations 
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Blochziehen in Fiss

The Rag Procession in Ebensee
(c) Faschingsverein Ebensee

The Carnival Run of Murau
(c) Karl Pürer

"Perchten" in Gastein
(c) Verein Gasteiner PerchtenKino der Orte_Laurenzerberg-Keller

Kino der Orte_Camera Kino

Kino der Orte_Eos Kino



Werkraum Bregenzerwald – 
Handicrafts in the Bregenzerwald

13 |The value of cultural heritage for society14.06.2016

Kino der Orte Ruprechtskirche 
© Matthias Partmann Filmarchiv Austria

Werkraum Bregenzerwald ©AdolfBereuter

Werkraum Bregenzerwald ©AdolfBereuter



 Craft and trade association

 Uniting craftsmen of different guilds

 combine old handicraft traditions 

with innovative concepts

 Common identity

 Sustainable development of crafts

Werkraum Bregenzerwald 
Handicrafts in the 
Bregenzerwald
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Werkraum Bregenzerwald © Peter Loewy



City Agenda in Wels  
The Roman Cultural Heritage in Wels
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(C) superar 

© Johannes Neugebauer_ 
Verein Römerweg Ovilava



 Participation of citizens in sustainable 

development of city

 Paths: eg. Roman Cultural Heritage 

Walk OVILAVA

 Linked by a new information system 

“Citymarks”

City Agenda Wels 
The Roman Cultural Heritage in 
Wels
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© Johannes Neugebauer_ Verein Römerweg Ovilava

© Johannes Neugebauer_ Verein Römerweg Ovilava

© Johannes Neugebauer_ Verein Römerweg Ovilava



for your attention!
Thank you

Dr. Anna Steiner
Federal Chancellery of Austria
European and International Cultural Policy

Concordiaplatz 1
1010 Wien
Tel.: +43 1 531 15-203630
anna.steiner@bka.gv.at
www.bka.gv.at 

http://www.bka.gv.at/

