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with engineering constructions such as roads
and bridges connecting the town with the other
settlements and the external world.

After a long interruption, caused by the
constant wars and foreign domination a

new era of urban development in Armenia
begins in the early 19th century. In 1828, as

a consequence of decades of wars between

the Persian and Russian Empires, Armenia is
being joined into the latter. The centuries old
Armenian traditions have merged with the
achievements of the well established Russian
School of the urban construction resulted

in rebuilding of Yerevan, Gyumri, Goris,
Vagharshapat, Nor Bayazet and some other
towns based on the new principles and new
master plans.

The urban development in Armenia in 20th
century was marked by completely new
approaches, harmonizing the global trends with
the best national traditions. All these are mainly
connected with Alexander Tamanian, founder
of the Modern Armenian architecture and his
colleagues and followers.

Today in the era of Globalization we witness
rapid changes not only in our everyday life,

but also in the image of the historical towns.
Therefore, it is a priority to maintain and restore
the centers of these towns as an important
component of preservation of our national
identity.
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NATIONAL FOCUS
OF THE PILOT PROJECT

We can note that the historical towns of Armenia, such as Gyumri, Goris, Echmiadzin
and others are sufficiently provided with the essential urban infrastructure. A centuries-
long development of these towns has been well-researched, their historical and culture
heritage has been enumerated and assessed, a legal basis for the physical protection,
preservation and role in urban development has been created and a number of
documents aimed at their development have already been drafted. However, at the
moment it cannot be stated that necessary conditions for the sustainable development
of these towns and well-being of their inhabitants have already been created.

Such guarantees can be provided only as a result of the multifaceted and detailed
studies aimed at the disclosure of the entire potential of a given town, if corresponding
mechanisms for purposeful utilization of that potential are developed with the
participation of the state, private sectors and civil society and if the environment
conducive for the work of these mechanisms is created.

Today, in the historical towns of Armenia there is a need to get experience in dealing
with and handling the above-mentioned problems, an experience that is based on the
studies of best practices, as well as managerial skills to direct such a kind of activities.
With this regard Armenia’s participation to the “Rehabilitation of the Cultural Heritage
in the Historical Towns” Pilot Programme, which is being implemented by the Council
of Europe and the European Commission in the framework of the Kyiv Initiative is
extremely useful, very important and timely. The program views cultural heritage as an
important economic and social factor, while its implementation envisages creation of
the new local models of development, which will facilitate sustainable development of
the historical towns, eventually ensuring high-quality life for its inhabitants.
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Alaverdi - b el
Sanahin community of the'TorMarz of
R . . the Republi¢ of Armenia )
Sa nah in dl St"(t Altitude: 1020-meabove sea I&I

Distance fromYerevan is - 179km

The town of Alaverdi, situated on the banks of Debed River is one of the mining indusry centres of Armenia.
Sanahin village, a medieval settlement famous with its Monastery Complex, was incorporated to Alaverdi as a
separate district in 1967 thus providing the relatively modern town with rich historical-cultural heritage.
Sanahin District is situated at the foot of the Chatin Mountain, on the Southern limits of Alaverdi and occu-
pies about a territory of 90 hectares.

As a settlement it existed long before 966 when the Monastery Complex was founded. Sanahin becomes the
administrative center of the Kyurikian Kings in 11th and 12th centuries and, at the same time, the residence of
the Bishop. The Seminary established by Grigor Magistros within the Monastery complex, where besides the
theological studies and research manuscripts were being produced and copied, and also the famous library
established in 1063 testify that Sanahin was also a very significant cultural, scientific and educational centre of
its times.

Based on the natural and geographical factors Sanahin village had developed a free territorial planning sys-
tem. It is built mainly with 1 or 2 storey buildings/houses, with tiled roofs and wooden decorated balconies
facing to the South or East.

The buildings are situated on oblique streets leading to the square on the upper part of the village where the
dominating structure is the Sanahin Monastery complex, harmoniously integrated to the surrounding land-
scape. The current population of Sanahin is about 800 inhabitants.

The Monastery complex, together with its 123 different monuments was included in the UNESCO’s World
Heritage List in 1998.

For the sustainable development of the region and the improvement of the social and economic conditions
in Alaverdi and particularly in Sanahin district, the preservation, restoration and use of the cultural heritage,
together with the favorable climatic conditions and natural landscape, could play an important role.
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Administrative Centre of the Aragatsotn Marz of the Republic of Armenia
Altitude: 1075 m above sea level
Distance form Yerevan is 20 km

Ashtarak is one of the oldest settlements in Armenia. The first written reference to it
dates back to 9th century AD as a fortified small town. The most ancient part of Ashtarak
is “Berdatagh” (Fortress quarter), the name deriving from a Cyclopean fortress nearby.
The favorable geographical location of Ashtarak is conducive to its development per-
spectives. Interstate highways pass through the town linking the capital Yerevan with
two other biggest towns of Armenia - Gyumri and Vanadzor.

The Community has a big scientific-research potential, since one of the most important
observatories in the Eastern European and Middle East area — the Byurakan Observa-
tory, is situated in this region.

Ashtarak, being a bearer of centuries-old traditions of winegrowing (viticulture), fruit
growing and wine making, is very famous with its wines and sun-dried fruit production.
The town has its unique architectural image. Reach cultural heritage and historical-
architectural monuments not only provide a solid basis for the further urban develop-
ment of Ashtarak but also serve as a prerequisite for the development of tourism.
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Administrative centre of the Shirak Marz of the Repubiii of Armenia

Gyu m ri Altitude: 1566 m. above sea level

Distance from Yerevan is 126 km.

Gyumri is the second biggest town in Armenia. It is located in the Northwest of the country, on the left bank
of Akhuryan River. Interstate highways connect the town with Georgia and Turkey, as well as with Yerevan and
other towns and communities of Armenia. Favorable geographical location was always conducive to Gyumri’s
economic and cultural development throughout centuries.

The ancient name of Gyumri was Kumayri and with that name the settlement has been known since 2nd
century BC.

The period of the rapid and substantial growth of the town has begun in mid 19th century, when the Russian
Empire took the control over the South Caucasus region. Gyumri, then Alexandrapol, became on of the biggest
economic, trade, cultural and military centers of the South Caucasus.

During the Soviet period Gyumri, renamed to Leninakan, maintained its cultural and economic signifcance,
especially in the fields of textile industry and food processing.

Gyumri is located in a 8-9 magnitude seismic zone and in 20th century the town suffered twice from
devastating earthquakes in 1926 and 1988. The latter one almost completely destroyed the town.

Gyumri has a rich cultural heritage that has been formed throughout the centuries. Some masterpieces from
the medieval period are found in the town and in its vicinities. Nevertheless, the peculiar status that Gyumri
enjoys with its heritage is thanks to its urban architecture of the period of mid 19th to early 20th centuries. The
monuments that define the image of the town form the core of the historical centre of Gyumri. Buildings of
that period are mainly 1-2 storey houses, from the black tuff stone, with distinct facades solutions and unique
architectural style.

The challenges facing Gyumri are the slaw pace of the rebuilding and rehabilitation activities after the 1988
earthquake, the closed Armenia-Turkey border and as the result of the latter, the closed Gyumri-Kars railway
and highway:. It is a serious impediment for the sustainable development of the town.

Notwithstanding the existing problems and challenges the Government of Armenia, together with the

local authorities is elaborating projects of rehabilitation of the “Kumayri” historical-architectural preserve-
museum and establishment of a techno-park that could contribute to the further development of the
economy and cultural tourism in Gyumri.
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Gnishik

and 2000 m. altitude respectively., :
_ Distance from Yerevan'is 125-130 km.: &7t

Yeghegis

Yeghegis and Gnishik have picturesque nature and natural landscapes, ecologically clean environment, well
preserved wild flora and fauna and very rich historical and cultural heritage. Favorable geographic location of
the villages and mild climate were the main factors that helped to preserve the natural and cultural heritage.
Historical monuments of Yeghegis and Gnishik testify that those villages have been settled since IV-V centuries AD.
We find the first written reference of Yeghegis in early IX century, related to the Arab conquest. The most sig-
nificant fact is that Yeghegis had three neighborhoods populated by Jews, Assyrians and Arabs. Well preserved
tombstones with inscription in Hebrew, Assyriac and Arabic were found in the area. Yeghegis was famous with
its Smbataberd Fortress, which was one of the biggest (15 hectare) and impenetrable fortifications in Historic
Armenia, with the burial vault of the Orbelian Princes, the Zorats Temple, the Jewish Cemetery, old mills and
excavated Hastic district.

Throughout its history Gnishik was destroyed and rebuilt many times. The unique architectural heritage of the
village includes some 39 monuments — 2 churches, many khachkars (cross-stones), tombstones and “Hazarash-
en” type houses.

Leading sectors of economy in those two villages are agriculture and stock-raising. It is worthy to mention that
there is 0% migration.

Exploration and rehabilitation of the rich historical and cultural heritage of Yeghegis and Gnishik, as well as
perspective development of tourism will significantly contribute to the improvement of social and economic
conditions of the two communities.

Village communities in the Vayots Dzor Marzof '
an d the Republicof Armenia, situated at 1400m. - '
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Goris is on of the oldest settlements of Syunik region. First references to it go back to the the 13th century. The
old settlement was founded on the left bank of Vararakn River, in a picturesque area surrounded with hills,
rocks, caves and ravines. For defensive purposes dwellers used to built their homes by carving the nearby
cone-shaped rocks and in the caves. The neighborhoods were formed along the natural paths connecting the
caves.

Since mid 19th century the settlement started to grow rapidly and expand to the elevated wide plateau on the
right bank of the river. The new master plan of Goris was adopted in 1850. Political and economic conditions
of that period, as well as construction of the strategic regional road networks that fostered the trade relations
were conducive to increase of the role of Goris as a town and to its further development. The town entered a
very active phase of constructions particularly in 1870s. Goris officially received status of a town in 1885 and
became the administrative and trade center of the Zangezur province of the Russian Empire. In this period
many administrative, trade and public buildings were built that shaped the current unique image of Goris.
Construction of unique-style traditional one-two-story houses, public, administrative and trade buildings
across the rectangular-shaped street networks shaped the historical center of the town and the town center.
With the construction of the Yerevan-Joulfa rail-road in the beginning of the 20th century, Goris has started
gradually to loose many of its important functions. Despite that fact, Gois continued to grow and its
population and the territory is currently 2-3 times bigger.

Historical center of the town hasn’'t been dramatically affected with those changes.

Favorable geographical location, climate and the unique natural landscape, as well as the rich cultural
heritage and the well preserved local traditions, together with the existing infrastructure and human potential
are the prerequisites for the sustainable development of Goris and improvement of social and economic
conditions of the local population. Therefore the protection, restoration and use of the cultural heritage could
play an important role.
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Thanks to its mild climate and nature Dilijan is one of the exceptional settlements in Armenia. It is situated

in the situated in the Valley of Aghstev River, surrounded by Pambak and Bazum mountain chains. The town
is connected to Yerevan, major regional centers like Vanadzor and Ijevan through interstate highways and
regional roads.

Dilijan through its temperate climate, favorable geographical location, economic potential and rich historical
and cultural heritage has great potential to become a world class resort which will in turn improve the social
and economic situation of its population and develop tourism in the country.

Dense forest, more than two dozens of mineral springs, the unique microclimate and rich cultural-historical
and natural heritage make Dilijan a famous recreational and tourism destination.

Toponym Dilijan is mentioned for the first time in the records of the famous French traveler Chardain in

1666. But the existing neighboring monastery complexes Haghartsin (XII-XIII centuries), Goshavank (XII-XIII
centuries), Matosavank (XIII century) and Joukhtak Vank (XIII century), Akhnabat bridge (XI century), ancient
settlements and cemeteries testify that the Aghstev Valley has been inhabited since the early Middle Ages.
Dilijan through its temperate climate, favorable geographical location, economic potential and rich historical
and cultural heritage has great potential to become a world class resort which will in turn improve the social
and economic situation of its population and develop tourism in the country.

The architectural style of houses used in the late 19th century played a decisive role in formation of unique
urban construction image of Dilijan. Through the synthesis of different elements of architectural styles used
in Tiflis (current Thilisi) and other parts of the Russian Empire the so- called “Dilijan Style” of construction of
houses emerged with its peculiar features: tiled roofs, wide and nicely decorated closed balconies and external
walls whitened by lime. The main sectors of the local economy are the processing industry, in particular food-
processing and mineral water bottling, services and tourism.

The Government is implementing a project with an aim to turn Dilijan into a regional financial centre. One of
the first steps of it - the construction of the Central Bank building is underway.
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The town of Ecmiadzin /Vagharshapat/ is situated in the Ararat Valley, on the left bank of the Kasakh River.
Since ancient times it has served as a religious and cultural centre for Armenia.

In the 2nd centiry AD King Vagharshak I (117-140) built fortification walls around Vardgesavan settlement,
situated in the picturesque valley dominated by the magnificent Ararat and Aragats mountains and renamed it
into Vagharshapat (the town of Vagharshak).Shortly after, in 163 Vagharshapat was declared as the capital of the
Armenian Kingdom. Back then, the town had powerful walls, surrounded by moats, had several entrances, and
on the site of the current St. Ejmiadzin Cathedral there was the fortified citadel and the Royal Palace.

King Trdat (Tiridates) III the Great with the efforts of Gregory the Illuminator declared Christianity as a State
religion in 301 AD, thus making Armenia the first country in the world to do so. The same year the foundations
of the Holy Echmiadzin Cathedral were laid, together with the chapels over the burial sites of Christian virgins
Hripsime, Gayane and Shoghakat. The town had experienced unprecedented development and growth in the
7th century when the churches of St. Hripsime (618), St. Gayane (630) and Zvartnots (640) were built. These
new constructions heavily influenced the future architectural style and structure of the churches not only in
Armenia but in the whole region.

Throughout its history the town went through the phases of revival and decline. A new period of urban
development has begun in the second half of the 18th century. The Monastery complex has been gradually
reconstructed and enlarged, the new buildings, such as the Gevorgian Seminary and other auxiliary were built.
In the beginning of the 20th century Vagharshapat was a town of mainly 1-2 storey clay and stone houses, with
wooden decorated balconies, dominated by the Cathedral and other churches.

The town was renamed Ejmiadzin in 1945. Extensive construction and development works have been
conducted in 1960-70s, which unfortunately in some parts have damaged the traditional harmonious urban
structure of the town.

The rich cultural heritage of Ejmiadzin is an important part of the world heritage. The Ejmiadzin Cathedral,
together with the other churches and the Zvartnots archeological site was included in the UNESCO’s World
Heritage List in 2001.
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Town in the'Syunik Marz of‘the Rebublicof Armenia

M eg h ri Altitude: 625.m.Above sealevel

Distancefrom¥erevan is 385 km:

Meghri is a historical settlement and the southernmost town of Armenia. Its geographical location greatly
influenced the economic development of the town. Situated on the Iran-Armenia interstate and the North-
South highways Meghri has a big strategic and geo-political importance for Armenia.

The area has been inhabited since 3rd Millennium BC that is proved by many archeological excavations and
findings of the Bronze and Iron Ages.

Being a typical mountainous town, with unique nature, Meghri is being divided into few climatic zones — from
sub-tropical to alpine. These very climatic conditions influenced a lot the unique architectural construction
and urban planning of the town with its worship, military-defensive and public buildings. The town has a
staircase-like construction — from the mountains to the valley.

On the top of the surrounding rocky hills still stand the 6 towers of the ancient Meghri fortress, with two types
of building technique — round and rectangular.

Meghri River divides the town into to parts — the Large and the Small Quarters. From the cultural heritage
viewpoint one of the most significant achievements is the architectural style of the houses in the Small
Quarter built in the 19th century, with arched gates, wooden balconies, peculiar windows and niches, and the
specific interior design reflecting cultural uniqueness of the Meghri Region.

The urban architectural heritage of Meghri is significant, since here we have preserved not separately
surviving buildings or houses, but an entire quarter and its further preservation is an urgent issue.

The leading sectors of Meghri’s economy are agriculture and food-processing industry.
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Village community in the Gegharkunik Marz of the Republic of Armenia
Altitude: 1995 m. above sea level
Distance from Yerevan is 98 km.

Noratus is located on the Southern shore of Lake Sevan, at the foot of the Gueghama Mountain Chain. The
important highway Yerevan-Gavar-Vardenis passes through the village.

Noratus is one of the oldest settlements of Armenia. As an evidence that in Middle Ages it was a vibrant and
flourishing settlement is the St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Mother of God) church, built in the centre of the village by
Prince Sahak of Syunik in 9th century, as well as the St. Gregory the Illuminator church, in the South-East part,
built in 13th century.

But Noratus is most famous with its Old Cemetery, where more than 600 khachkars (cross-stones) carved

with unique patterns and other tomb-stones are found. They date from 9-19th centuries. The Old Cemetery
of Noratus is like a open museum, a rear site where one can get acquainted with the masterpieces of the Art of
Khachkar, a unique feature of the Armenian Cultural Heritage.

The significance of the Noratus Cemetery and the interest towards it has grown rapidly since the UNESCO
included the “Culture of Khachkar” in the List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2010.

Protection, restoration and use of the heritage of Noratus are urgent issues. The Old Cemetery got a new fence
in 2010 and currently the restoration works of the St. Astvatsatsin church are underway.

Regional development programmes adopted by the Government include projects aimed at the rehabilitation
of the local craftsmanship traditions and development of cultural tourism in Noratus, a community whose
main occupation has been agriculture and cattle raising.

Successful implementation of those projects could have a positive impact on the social-economic situation of
the village by modernizing and enlarging local service and tourism infrastructure, creating new jobs and laying
grounds for the sustainable development for the community and the region.
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illage community in the Atagatsotn Marz of
the Republic of Armenia

Altitude: 850 m. above sea level

Distance from Yerevan is 25 km.
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Oshakan has been an important settlement throughout the history of Armenia. Famous with its fertile soil and
flourishing gardens it has been a Royal summer residence during the Artaxiad and Arsacid Dinasties (1st cen-
tury BC-4th century AD). The current image of the village has been formed in 3rd century AC. The first written
records about Oshakan date back to the 5th century AD.

The settlement had an important geo-strategic location. The ruins of an Urartian fortress are found on the top
of the Didi Kond Hill, many Antic era crypts have been excavated in the area. One of the pearls of the medieval
bridge construction in Armenia is the five-arched bridge over the Kasakh River in the middle of the village.
Oshakan is a holy site for the Armenians since here is the burial place of St. Mesrop Mashtots, inventor of the
Armenian Alphabet and the founder of the Armenian School (404 AD). A basilica church was built over his
tomb in the 5th century AC and the current church was erected in 1875 on the ruins of the former.

The core of the local economy is agriculture. At the same time, the targeted and proper use of the cultural
heritage could trigger the development of the other sectors of economy with a tangible improvement of the
social conditions.
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