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1.  The Committee of Experts for the Improvement of Procedures for the Protection of 
Human Rights (DH-PR) held its 62nd meeting in Strasbourg on 3-5 October 2007. The meeting 
was chaired by Mr Vit SCHORM (Czech Republic). The list of participants appears in Appendix 
I and the agenda, as adopted, in Appendix II. 
 
2.  Mr. Jan KLEIJSSEN, Director of the Directorate of Standard-Setting of the Directorate 
General of Human Rights and Legal Affairs (DG-HL) informed the DH-PR of the recent merging 
of former Directorates General I (Legal Affairs) and II (Human Rights). He then warmly 
welcomed the key work carried out by the DH-PR on guaranteeing the long term effectiveness of 
the Convention system at the national and European levels and encouraged the experts with their 
work. 
 
Work carried out by GROUP A – EXECUTION OF JUDGMENTS  
 
Adoption of the draft recommendation on efficient domestic capacity for rapid execution of 
the Court’s judgments 
 
3.  The DH-PR examined the draft submitted to it, paying particular attention to the changes 
introduced in the text by Group A during its last meeting (September 2007). It welcomed all 
changes suggested, including new paragraph (i) in the preamble reproducing paragraph 1.4 of 
Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1764(2006) on Implementation of Judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights.  
 
4.  After some discussion, it was agreed by the majority of the Committee that, for sake of 
clarity, the wording of the third indent of preamble paragraph (b) should also encompass the 
obligation to adopt, where appropriate, the general measures needed to put an end to similar 
violations and not just to prevent them (See Appendix III ). 
 
5.  The Committee adopted the draft recommendation as it appears in Appendix III for 
examination by the CDDH in November. 
 
Development of further practical proposals for the supervision of execution of judgments in 
situations of slow or negligent execution 
 
6.  The DH-PR agreed with Group A that before developing further practical proposals it was 
necessary to identify objective indicators to alert the Committee of Ministers to possible 
problems concerning the slow or negligent execution of a given judgment in the midst of the vast 
number of judgments on its agenda. It also found it useful to have an inventory of tools already at 
the disposal of the Committee of Ministers to react to situations of slow or negligent execution. It 
therefore noted with pleasure that the Department for the Execution of Judgments offered to 
prepare two separate documents on these topics for Group A’s next meeting to help it assess 
whether the existing tools are adequate and sufficient with regard to all situations of slow or 
negligent execution. 
 
7.  As regards more specifically the proposal for which Group A requested approval to 
continue reflection (i.e. the possible setting up of sub-committees within the Committee of 
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Ministers to facilitate the supervision of the execution of certain judgments)1, the DH-PR held a 
lengthy exchange of views. It was grateful to the Italian delegation for having put such a concrete 
thought-provoking proposal forward, which may reinforce the role of the Committee of 
Ministers. The Committee shared the concerns underlying the proposal, i.e. the increase in 
number of judgments to supervise in a given meeting alongside the technical complexity of such 
judgments makes it in practice difficult for Delegations in the Committee of Ministers to get 
involved in other cases but those concerning their own country. It therefore agreed that there was 
a need for “specialisation” of the Committee of Ministers.  
 
8.  However, the doubts expressed and questions raised by Group A were highlighted again.2 
Moreover, Mr. Christos GIAKOUMOPOULOS, Director of the Directorate of Monitoring of the 
DG-HL, informed the Committee that with its current human and financial resources the 
Secretariat would not be in a position to assist frequent meetings of several permanent sub-
committees. However, he suggested that a realistic concretisation of the spirit of the Italian 
proposal could consist in the prerogative of the Bureau of the Chair of the Committee of 
Ministers to decide when and for what cases to set-up a/several sub-committee(s), and with what 
composition. This proposal was endorsed by the DH-PR, which appreciated its flexibility. The 
DH-PR was of the view that it could be tested, if the Committee of Ministers’ so wished, in an 
experimental way over a limited amount of time (e.g. a year and half). If successful in practice in 
gaining increased efficiency in supervising the execution of judgments, the Committee of 
Ministers might ask the CDDH to reflect on whether it would be appropriate to formalise it.  
 
9.  The DH-PR also exchanged views on another practical proposal raised but not discussed 
in detail in Group A, i.e. the possible appointment by the Committee of Ministers of one or more 
rapporteurs to assist its work. The confrontational character of such a possibility did not find 
sufficient ground for support among experts. Moreover, the experts were of the view that priority 
should be given to the proposal referred to in the previous paragraph. It was therefore decided to 
instruct Group A not to pursue reflections on it at this stage 
 
10.  As to past practical proposals, Ms Corinne AMAT of the Department for the Execution of 
Judgments of the Court up-dated the DH-PR on progress concerning the drafting of the 
vademecum on the execution process. She reminded DH-PR experts that they should not hesitate 
to send her any comments/ideas (Corinne.amat@coe.int). Some members highlighted in this 
regard that the outline of the vademecum (see Appendix IV, document DH-PR(2007)003) was 
very detailed and all possible relevant issues seemed to be included in it. Further comments could 
probably be made after having had the opportunity to read the draft vademecum.  
 
11.  Ms Amat also informed the Committee that from a technical point of view the 
developments of the database on the execution of judgments started some months ago are 
completed. The Department for the Execution of Judgments has now started entering in it the 
relevant additional information that the system may now contain. The first concrete result of the 
work will be presented to the Committee of Ministers at its next HR meeting (15-17 October 
2007). It will then be published on the website of the Department for the Execution of Judgments. 

                                                 
1 See paras 11-12 and Appendix IV, document GT-DH-PR A(2007)004 
2 See para. 11, document GT-DH-PR A(2007)004. 
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The DH-PR asked the Secretariat to present these developments to Government Agents as soon 
as possible. 
 
Work carried out by GROUP B – REVIEW OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
12.  Mr. Markus JAEGER, Deputy to the Director, Office of the Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights, informed the Committee of the concrete contribution to the 
review of the Recommendations that the Commissioner would undertake.3 This contribution was 
welcomed unanimously. 
 
13.  The Committee noted that before the end of its terms of reference, Group B would draft a 
“review” in respect of each priority recommendation, comprising a short introductory part on the 
state of play of available information; an analytical core part on the assessment of the actual 
implementation of the recommendations, including shortcomings and examples of good practice; 
a conclusions part on the impact of the measures taken on the long term effectiveness of the 
Convention. The Secretariat would, on its part, prepare “country compilations of information” 
containing in a single document all information submitted by a given State on the implementation 
of the five Recommendations. It was clarified that such compilations would be sent to the DH-PR 
expert of the relevant Countries as soon as ready so that any up-date could be sent to the 
Secretariat in due time. 
 
14.  Finally, the issue of the possible follow-up of the work of Group B was raised to guide the 
Group in its reflection on this. It was recalled that the creation of Group B was meant to launch 
the follow-up of the Recommendations by identifying good practices and areas of shortcomings. 
This task is reaching its end and the DH-PR generally felt that it would not be appropriate for 
Group B to be transformed in a “monitoring” body. It thus encouraged Group B to reflect and 
possibly suggest other means of continuing the follow-up (e.g. targeted bilateral work involving 
the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights and its focal points might be a fruitful 
way forward). 
 
Elections 
 
15.  The DH-PR suggested to the CDDH to re-elect its Chair, Mr Vit SCHORM (Czech 
Republic), for a one-year term of office, not renewable. It decided to re-elect Ms Björg 
THORARENSEN (Iceland) as Vice-Chair for a one-year term of office, not renewable.  
 
Other business 
 
16.  The DH-PR member from the Slovak Republic informed the Committee that her 
authorities were examining the possibility of organising a Colloquy in Bratislava in spring 
2008 on the role of Government Agents and the execution of judgments. The Secretariat 
informed the DH-PR that it welcomed the idea of such a Colloquy and was ready to help the 
Slovak authorities in organising it. 
 

                                                 
3 For details, see paras 12-15, document GT-DH-PR B(2007)007. 
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17.  The Secretariat informed the DH-PR that at its up-coming meeting (11-12 October 2007), 
the Bureau of the CDDH would examine the follow-up to be given to a letter addressed to the 
CDDH by an NGO highlighting problems resulting from the lack of its involvement in the 
process of the supervision of the execution of judgments. The DH-PR was of the view that it was 
unfortunate that this letter had been distributed to it and considered it inappropriate to discuss the 
merits of the letter, which had not been addressed to it, or any other issue related to it. Moreover, 
it unanimously considered that NGO submissions of information on the execution of judgments 
should not be addressed to intergovernmental committees but to the Committee of Ministers as 
foreseen by Rule 9 of the Rules of the Committee of Ministers for the supervision of the 
execution of judgments and of the terms of friendly settlements.4 It therefore invited the CDDH 
Bureau, without prejudice to any other decision it may take, to transfer the letter to the 
Committee of Ministers. 
 

                                                 
4 See document CM(2006)90 adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 10 May 2006. 
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Appendix I 
 

List of participants  
 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE  
Apologised / Excusé 
 
ANDORRA / ANDORRE 
Apologised / Excusé 
 
ARMENIA / ARMENIE  
Ms Satenik ABGARIAN, Head of Legal Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic Square, 
Government House 2, YEREVAN 375010 
 
AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE  
Ms Brigitte OHMS, Division for International Affairs and General Administrative Affairs, Federal 
Chancellery, Dpt. V/A/5, Constitutional Service, Ballhausplatz 2, 1010 WIEN 
 
AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN  
Apologised / Excusé 
 
BELGIUM / BELGIQUE  
Mme Isabelle NIEDLISPACHER, Co-Agent du Gouvernement, Service Public Fédéral Justice, Service des 
droits de l’homme, Boulevard de Waterloo 115, B-1000 BRUXELLES 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZEGOVINE  
Ms Monika MIJIĆ, Government Agent, Office of the Government Agent, Ministry for Human Rights and 
Refugees, Kulovića 4, 71 000 SARAJEVO 
 
BULGARIA / BULGARIE  
Mr Andrey TEHOV, Director, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Organisations, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, 2 Alexander Zhendov Str., 1113 SOFIA 
 
CROATIA / CROATIE  
Ms Štefica STAŽNIK, Assistant Minister of Justice, Government Agent before the European Court of 
Human Rights, Ministry of Justice, Dalmatinska 1, 10000 ZAGREB 
 
CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
Ms Maro CLERIDES-TSIAPPAS, Government Agent Representative, Senior Counsel for the Republic in 
Charge of Individual Rights/Freedoms (International Aspect), Legal Service of the Republic of Cyprus, 
Appelli Street, CY – 1403 NICOSIA 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE  
Mr Vit SCHORM, Chairperson of the DH-PR/ Président du DH-PR, Government Agent, Ministry of 
Justice, Vyšehradská 16, 128 10 PRAHA 2 
 
Mr Peter KONUPKA, Office of the Government Agent, Ministry of Justice, Vyšehradská 16, 128 10 
PRAHA 2 
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DENMARK / DANEMARK  
Ms Mette UNDALL-BEHREND, Head of Section, Ministry of Justice, Slotsholmsgade 10, DK - 1216 
COPENHAGEN K 
 
ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
Ms Mai HION, Director of Human Rights Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islandi Valjak 1, 15049 
TALLINN 
 
FINLAND / FINLANDE  
Mr Arto KOSONEN, Government Agent, Director of the Unit for Human Right Courts and Conventions, 
Legal Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, P.O. Box 176, SF-00161 HELSINKI 
 
FRANCE  
Mme Marianne ZISS, Rédactrice à la Sous-direction des droits de l’homme, Ministère des affaires 
étrangères, Direction des affaires juridiques, 57 Boulevard des Invalides, F-75007 PARIS 
 
GEORGIA/GEORGIE  
Mr Shalva KVINIKHIDZE, Councilor of the International Law department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
02 46 TBILISI 
 
GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE  
Mr Hans-Jörg BEHRENS, Permanent Deputy Agent for Human Rights, Bundesministerium der Justiz, 
Mohrenstr. 37, 10117 BERLIN 
 
GREECE / GRECE 
M. Linos-Alexander SICILIANOS, Professeur associé, Université d’Athènes, Faculté de droit, 14, rue 
Sina, 10672 ATHENES 
 
HUNGARY / HONGRIE  
Mr Lipot HÖLTZL, Head of Department, Agent of the Government, Ministry of Justice and Law 
Enforcement, Kossuth tér 4., H-1055 BUDAPEST 
 
ICELAND / ISLANDE  
Ms Björg THORARENSEN, Professor of Law, University of Iceland, 150 REYKJAVIK 
 
IRELAND / IRLANDE  
Mr Peter WHITE, Assistant Legal Adviser, Department of Foreign Affairs, Hainault House, 69-71 St 
Stephen’s Green, DUBLIN 2 
 
ITALY / ITALIE  
Mr Vincenzo SANTORO, Judge in a military Court of Appeal, Ministry of Justice, Legal Affairs and 
Human Rights, Via Arenula, 70 – 00186 ROMA 
 
Mr Giuseppe ALBENZIO, States’s lawyer, Department on Legislative Legal Affairs (Presidency of the 
Cabinet of Ministers), Via dei Portoghesi 12, 00186 ROMA 
 
M. Nicola LETTIERI, Expert juridique, Représentation permanente de l’Italie auprès du Conseil de 
l’Europe, 3 rue Schubert, F-67000 STRASBOURG 
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LATVIA / LETTONIE  
Ms Ieva BILMANE, Deputy Director of Legal Department, Head of International Law Division, of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Brivibas Bvld 36, RIGA Lv-1395 
 
LIECHTENSTEIN  
Apologised/Excusé 
 
LITHUANIA / LITUANIE  
Ms Elvyra BALTUTYTĖ, Agent of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania to the European Court 
of Human Rights, Ministry of Justice, Gedimino str. 30/1, LT-01104 VILNIUS 
 
LUXEMBOURG  
Mme Andrée CLEMANG, Conseiller de direction 1ère classe, Ministère de la Justice, 13, rue Erasme, 
C.A.P. W., L-2934 Luxembourg 
 
MALTA / MALTE  
Apologised / Excusé 
 
MOLDOVA  
M. Vladimir GROSU, Agent du Gouvernement auprès de la Cour européenne des Droits de l’Homme, 
Ministère de la Justice, 31 August 1989 Street, 82 MD 2012 CHISINAU 
 
MONACO  
M. Jean-Laurent RAVERA, Administrateur, Agent adjoint du gouvernement, Département des Relations 
Extérieures de Monaco, BP n° 522, MC 98015 MONACO Cedex 
 
MONTENEGRO  
Mr Zeljko TOMOVIČ, Advisor of Minister, Ministry of Justice, St V. Karadzića Br. 3, 81000 
PODGORICA 
 
NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS 
Mr Roeland BÖCKER, Government Agent, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dept. DJZ/IR, P.O. Box 20061, 
2500 EB THE HAGUE 
 
NORWAY / NORVEGE  
Ms Kristin RYAN, Acting Legal Adviser, Legislation Department, Ministry of Justice, P.O. Box 8005 
Dep., Dep N-0030 OSLO 
 
POLAND / POLOGNE 
Ms Monika EKLER, Legal Expert, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Legal and Treaty Department, Aleja 
Szucha 23, WARSAW 00950 
 
PORTUGAL  
Mme Ana GARCIA MARQUES, Lawyer, Assistant to the Agent of the Portuguese Government, 
Procuradoria-Geral da República, Rua da Escola Politécnica, 140, P-1269-269 LISBOA 
 
ROMANIA / ROUMANIE  
Apologised / excusé 
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE RUSSIE  
Ms Veronika MILINCHUK, Representative of the Russian Federation at the European Court of Human 
Rights, Vice-Minister of Justice, Ministry of Justice, 14, Zhitnaya, MOSCOW 119991 
 
Ms Maria MOLODTSOVA, Deputy to the Permanent Representation of the Russian Republic to the 
Council of Europe, 75, allée de la Robertsau, 67000 STRASBOURG 
 
SAN MARINO / SAINT MARIN  
Apologised / Excusé 
 
SERBIA / SERBIE  
Mr Radomic KOJIČ, Advisor to the Agent, Agency of Human and Minority Rights of Serbia, Office of 
the States of Serbia, Bulevar Mihaila Pupina 2, 11000 BEOGRAD 
 
SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE  
Ms Marica PIROŠIKOVÁ, Agent before the European Court of Human Rights, Ministry of Justice, Župné 
nám. 13, 813 11 BRATISLAVA  
 
SLOVENIA/SLOVENIE  
Mr Lucijan BEMBIČ, State Attorney General and Agent of the Government, State Attorney’s Office, 
Šubičeva 2, 1000 LJUBLJANA 
 
SPAIN /ESPAGNE 
M. Ignacio BLASCO LOZANO, Abogado del Estado-Jefe, Agent du Gouvernement - Chef du Service 
juridique des Droits de l’Homme, Ministère de la Justice, Calle Ayala, 4, E - 28001 MADRID 
 
SWEDEN / SUEDE 
Ms Charlotte HELLNER, Deputy Director, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Department for International 
Law, Human Rights and Treaty Law (FMR), Malmtorgsgatan 3, SE-103 39 STOCKHOLM 
 
SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
M. Adrian SCHEIDEGGER, Office fédéral de la justice, Agent suppléant du gouvernement suisse, 
Bundesrain 20, CH-3003 BERNE 
 
"THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA"/  
"L'EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE MACEDOINE "  
Apologised / Excusé 
 
TURKEY / TURQUIE  
Ms Aslihan ÖZDEMIR, Legal Human Rights Expert, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ziyabey Caddesi, 3. 
Sokak, No 20, 06150, BALGAT-ANKARA 
 
UKRAINE  
Mr Yuriy ZAYTSEV, Government Agent before the European Court of Human Rights, Ministry of 
Justice, 13, Horodetsky str. 01001 KYIV 
 
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI  
Ms Kate JONES, Assistant Legal Adviser, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, King Charles Street, 
LONDON SW1A 2AH 
 

* * * 
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PARTICIPANTS  
 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY / ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE  
Apologised / Excusé 
 
OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE COMMISSIONER FOR HU MAN RIGHTS / 
BUREAU DU COMMISSAIRE AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME DU CONS EIL DE L’EUROPE  
Mr Markus JAEGER, Deputy to the Director / Adjoint au Directeur 
 
All other participants: excused / tous les autres participants: excusés 
 

* * * 
 

OBSERVERS/OBSERVATEURS 
 
All excused / Tous excusés 
 

* * * 
 
SECRETARIAT  
Directorate General of Human Rights and Legal Affairs / Direction Générale des droits de l'homme 
et des affaires juridiques, Council of Europe/Conseil de l'Europe, F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
 
Mr Jan KLEIJSSEN, Director of the Directorate of Standard-Setting / Directeur de la Direction des 
Activités normatives 
 
Mr Christos GIAKOUMOPOULOS, Director of the Directorate of Monitoring / Directeur des monitorings 
 
Mr Jeroen SCHOKKENBROEK, Head of the Human Rights Development Department / Chef du Service 
du développement des droits de l’homme 
 
Mr Fredrik SUNDBERG, Deputy Head of the Department for the Execution of Judgments of the European 
Court of Human Rights / Chef Adjoint du Service de l’exécution des arrêts de la Cour européenne des droits 
de l’homme 
 
Ms Gioia SCAPPUCCI, Administrator / Administratrice, Human Rights Intergovernmental Cooperation 
Division/Division de la coopération intergouvernementale en matière de droits de l’homme, Secretary of 
the DH-PR / Secrétaire du DH-PR 
 
Mme Corinne AMAT, Administrator / Administratrice, Department for the Execution of Judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights / Service de l’exécution des arrêts de la Cour européenne des droits de 
l’homme 
 
Mme Virginie HECK, Lawyer / Juriste, Human Rights Intergovernmental Cooperation Division/Division 
de la coopération intergouvernementale en matière de droits de l’homme 
 
Mme Michèle COGNARD, Assistant / Assistante, Human Rights Intergovernmental Cooperation 
Division/Division de la coopération intergouvernementale en matière de droits de l’homme 
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* * * 
 
 
Interpreters/Interprètes 
Mme Chloé CHENETIER 
Mme Cynera JAFFREY 
M. Robert SZYMANSKI 
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Appendix II 
 

Agenda 
 

Item 1: Opening of the meeting and adoption of the annotated agenda  
 
Working documents 
- Draft annotated agenda DH-PR(2007)OJ002 
- Report of the 3rd meeting of the GT-DH-PR A (3-5 September 2007) GT-DH-PR A(2007)004 
- Report of the 9th meeting of the GT-DH-PR B (6-7 September 2007) GT-DH-PR B(2007)007 
- CDDH Interim report: sustained action to ensure the effectiveness 

of the implementation of the ECHR at national and European levels 
(7 May 2007) 

CM(2007)53final 

- Report of the 64th meeting of the CDDH (10-13 April 2007) CDDH(2007)011 
- Report of the 61st meeting of DH-PR (28-30 March. 2006) DH-PR(2007)003 
 
Item 2: Work carried out by GROUP A – EXECUTION OF JUDGMENTS 
 
a.  Adoption of the draft recommendation on efficient domestic capacity for rapid 

execution of the Court’s judgments 
 
Working documents 
- Draft recommendation on effective means at domestic level for the rapid execution 

of the Court’s judgments as adopted by Group A during its 3rd meeting (3-5 
September 2007) 

Appendix III and §§ 3-5, 
GT-DH-PR A(2007)004  

- Working document of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights: 
“Implementation of judgments of the European Court of Human Rights – Issues 
currently under consideration” 

Part C, AS/Jur (2007) 49 

 
Information documents 
- Collection of information submitted by member states on the execution of 

judgments at national level  
DH-PR(2006)007Bil rev 

- Proposals for the draft recommendation submitted by some 
members/participants of Group A 

GT-DH-PR A(2007)001 Bil 

- Elements prepared by the Secretariat for possible inclusion in the draft 
recommendation 

GT-DH-PR A(2007)002 

- Avenues for reflection on the effective means at domestic level for the rapid 
execution of the Court’s judgments: Note from the Department for the Execution 
of Judgments of the Court 

GT-DH-PR A(2006)003 

- Parliamentary Assembly Resolution 1516(2006) and Recommendation  
1764(2006) on “Implementation of judgments of the European Court of Human 
Rights” and the Jurgens’ report, of 18 September 2006, doc 11020 

       http://assembly.coe.int/main.asp?Link=/documents/workingdocs/doc06/fdoc11020.htm 

 

- Report by the Ministers’ Deputies to the 116th Session of the CM (12 May 2006) CM(2006)39 final 
 
b.  Development of further practical proposals for the supervision of execution of 

judgments in situations of slow or negligent execution 
 
Working document 
- Practical proposals to be further explored Appendix IV and §§ 6-12, 

GT-DH-PR A(2007)004  
Information documents 
- Working methods for supervision of the execution of the European Court of CM/Inf/DH(2006)9 rev 3 
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Human Rights’ judgments  
- Report by the Ministers’ Deputies to the 116th Session of the CM CM(2006)39 final 
- Practical suggestions from the CDDH to the Ministers’ Deputies to address 

situations of slow or negligent execution of judgments of the European Court of 
Human Rights 

CDDH(2006)008,  
Appendix IV 

- Responses in the event of slow or negligent execution or non-execution of 
judgments of the European Court of Human Rights: Information document 
prepared by Directorate General II – Human Rights 

CM(2003)37 rev 6 
 

 
Item 3: Work carried out by GROUP B – REVIEW OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Working document 
- Report of the 9th meeting of the GT-DH-PR B (6-7 September 2007) GT-DH-PR B(2007)007 

 
Information documents 
a)  With regard to all recommendations 
- Replies to the new questionnaire DH-PR(2006)004 Bil rev 3 
- Questionnaire on the implementation of the five recommendations (27 July 2006) DH-PR(2006)002 
- Report by the Ministers’ Deputies to the 116th Session of the CM (12 May 2006) CM(2006)39 final 
- Comments/supplementary information from NGOs and NHRIs on the CDDH 

Activity report 
DH-PR(2006)005Bil 

- CDDH Activity report (7 April 2006) CDDH(2006)008 + Addenda 
- Text of the recommendations and their explanatory reports or appendices DH-PR(2005)012 
 
b)  With regard to the three priority recommendations 
- Working document: The effectiveness of the ECHR at national level (Rapporteur: Mrs 

Marie-Louise Bemelmans-Videc), 21 June 2007 
AS/Jur (2007) 35 rev 

 
- Conclusions and reports of the Athens Round Table on “Implementing human rights 

and the rule of law in Europe: the co-operation between Ombudsmen, National Human 
Rights Institutions and the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights”, 12-13 
April 2007 

        http://www.coe.int/t/commissioner/Activities/event_files/070412NHRIroundtable_en.asp 

 

- Background paper: Effective Protection of Human Rights in Europe: Enhanced Co-
operation between Ombudsmen, National Human Rights Institutions and the Council of 
Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, April 2007 

CommDH/Omb-
NHRI(2007)1 Rev 3 

 
c)  With specific regard to Recommendation Rec(2004)6 on improvement of domestic remedies  
- Preliminary analysis of replies concerning Rec(2004)6 GT-DH-PR(2007)001 Bil 
- Study 316/2004 on the effectiveness of national measures  in respect of excessive 

length of proceedings (22 December 2006) 
CDL-AD(2006)036 

- Replies to the Questionnaire on excessive length of proceedings (15 February 2007) CDL(2006)026 
- Report on length of court proceedings in the member states of the Council of Europe 

based on the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights (8 December 2006) 
CEPEJ(2006)15 

 
d)  With specific regard to Recommendation Rec(2004)5 on verification of compatibility of standards 
- Preliminary analysis of replies concerning Rec(2004)5 GT-DH-PR(2007)002 Bil 
 
e)  With specific regard to Recommendation Rec(2000)2 on the re-examination or reopening 
- Preliminary analysis5 of replies concerning Rec(2000)2 GT-DH-PR(2007)004 Bil  
- Suggested revision of the summary table concerning Rec(2000)2 (document 

prepared by the Department for the Execution of Judgments of the Court) 
GT-DH-PR B(2006)007 

 
Item 4:  Any other business  

                                                 
5 Table of good practices to be prepared by the Execution Department, within limits of time and resources. 
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- Election of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the DH-PR 
 
Item 5:  Adoption of the conclusions of the meeting 
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Appendix III 
 

Draft recommendation on efficient domestic capacity for rapid execution of judgments of 
the European Court of Human Rights  

(as adopted by DH-PR at its 62nd meeting, 3-5 September 2007) 
 
a.  Emphasising High Contracting Parties’ legal obligation under Article 46 of the European 

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (hereafter referred to as 
“the Convention”) to abide by all final judgments of the European Court of Human Rights 
(hereinafter referred to as “the Court”) in cases to which they are parties; 

 
b. Reiterating that judgments in which the Court finds a violation impose on the High Contracting  

Parties an obligation to: 
- pay any sums awarded by the Court by way of just satisfaction; 
- adopt, where appropriate, individual measures to put an end to the violation found by the Court 

and to redress, as far as possible, its effects; 
- adopt, where appropriate, the general measures needed to put an end to similar violations or 

prevent them. 
 
c.  Recalling also that, under the Committee of Ministers’ supervision, the respondent State remains 

free to choose the means by which it will discharge its legal obligation under Article 46 of the 
Convention to abide by the final judgments of the Court; 

 
d.  Convinced that rapid and effective execution of the Court’s judgments contributes to the long term 

effectiveness of the European human rights protection system; 
 
e.  Noting that the full implementation of the comprehensive package of coherent measures referred to 

in the Declaration “Ensuring the effectiveness of the implementation of the European Convention 
on Human Rights at national and European levels”, adopted by the Committee of Ministers at its 
114th Session (12 May 2004), is inter alia intended to facilitate compliance with the legal obligation 
to execute the Court’s judgments; 

 
f. Recalling also that the Heads of State and Government of the member states of the Council of 

Europe in May 2005 in Warsaw underlined the need for an accelerated and full execution of the 
judgments of the Court; 

 
g.  Noting therefore that there is a need to reinforce domestic capacity to execute the Court’s 

judgments; 
 
h.  Underlining the importance of early information and effective coordination of all state actors 

involved in the execution process and noting also the importance of ensuring within national 
systems, where necessary at high level, the effectiveness of the domestic execution process; 

 
i.  Noting that the Parliamentary Assembly recommended6 that the Committee of Ministers induce 

member states to improve and where necessary to set up domestic mechanisms and procedures – 
both at the level of governments and of parliaments – to secure timely and effective implementation 
of the Court’s judgments through co-ordinated action of all national actors concerned and with the 
necessary support at the highest political level; 

                                                 
6 Recommendation 1764(2006) « Implementation of the judgments of the European Court of Human Rights  
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j.  Noting that the provisions of this Recommendation are applicable, mutatis mutandis, to the 

execution of any decision7 or judgment of the Court recording the terms of any friendly settlement 
or closing a case on the basis of a unilateral declaration by the State; 

 
RECOMMENDS that member states: 
 
1.  designate a coordinator - individual or body - of execution of judgments at the national level, with 

reference contacts in the relevant national authorities involved in the execution process. This 
coordinator should have the necessary powers and authority to:  
- acquire relevant information, 
- liaise with persons or bodies responsible at the national level for deciding on the measures 

necessary to execute the judgment and  
- if need be, take or initiate relevant measures to accelerate the execution process; 

 
2.  ensure, whether through their Permanent Representation or otherwise, the existence of appropriate 

mechanisms for effective dialogue and transmission of relevant information between the 
coordinator and the Committee of Ministers; 

 
3. take the necessary steps to ensure that all judgments to be executed, as well as all relevant 

decisions and resolutions of the Committee of Ministers related to those judgments, are duly and 
rapidly disseminated, where necessary in translation, to relevant actors in the execution process; 

 
4.  identify as early as possible the measures which may be required in order to ensure rapid 

execution; 
 
5.  facilitate the adoption of any useful measures to develop effective synergies between relevant 

actors in the execution process at the national level either generally or in response to a specific 
judgment, and to identify their respective competences; 

 
6.  rapidly prepare, where appropriate, action plans on the measures envisaged to execute judgments, 

if possible including an indicative timetable;  
 
7.  take the necessary steps to ensure that relevant actors in the execution process are sufficiently 

acquainted with the Court’s case-law as well as with the relevant Committee of Ministers’ 
recommendations and practice; 

 
8.  disseminate the vademecum prepared by the Council of Europe on the execution process to 

relevant actors and encourage its use as well as that of the database of the Council of Europe with 
information on the state of execution in all cases pending before the Committee of Ministers; 

 
9.  as appropriate, keep their parliaments informed of the general situation concerning execution of 

judgments and the measures being taken in this regard; 
 
10.  where required by a significant persistent problem in the execution process, ensure that all 

necessary remedial action be taken at high level, political if need be.  
 

                                                 
7 When Protocol No. 14 to the ECHR has entered into force. 


