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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S NOTE

Furopean Universities Committee

=

e informed in document ¢(59)88, the
Second Conference of European Upniversity Rectors and Vice-
Chancellors, which was held in Dijon on gth/15th September 1959,
were asked to make reconnmendations concerning the future

of the Conference and of the Furopean Universities Committee.

As the Council wer

matter, the Conference adopted

After discussion of this
+ of their own Working Party

by a large majority the repor
which is attached herewith.

tsined in the report are now

The recommendations con
by the Council, who are requested:

gubmitted for consideration

(s) +o take note of the revort and transmit it to
the Cultural Committeej;

(b) +to maintain the Europealn Universities Committee
in existence until the new Committee envisaged
in the report can be constituted.

oy
A

g Grogvenor FPlace,
London, S.W.1l.
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON TH® FUTURZ OF THE EUROPEAN

A

UNIVERSITIES COMMITTEZ AND THE CONFERENCE OF
emr————

EURCPEAN UNIVERSITY RBCTCRS AND VICH~CHANCELLORS,

MADE TO THE CONFERENCE IN DIJON ON 12TH SEPTEMBER

1959, BY THE WORKING PARTY AFPPOINTED BY THE CONFERENCE

Membership of the Working Party

Dr. R. ATITKEN

Vice-Chzncellor of the University
(Chairmen)

of Birmingham
Prof. E.J. BIGWOOD University of Brussels

(President of the Buropean Universities
Committee)

Prof. C. CERETI Rector of *the University of Genoa

Prof. H. COING University of Frankfurt am Main

M. A. LOYEN Rector of the University of Poitiers

Dr. H.J. REININK Director-General of irts cnd Intern-t-
ional Cultural Relations, Netherlands
Ministry of Lducation, irts and Sciences
(Vice-FPresident of the Buropean
Universities Committee)

Prof. E. WAALER Rector of the University of Bergen

Introduction

The Working Party has considered the future of the
Conference of European University Rectors and Vice~Chancellors and
of the European Universities Committee, in the light of the report
made to the present Confercnce by the Committee under Professor
Bigwood's chairmanship, and the discussion which ensued at the
gession of the Conference on 10th Sep-enmber.

L. CONFERENCE OI' LURQOPEAN UNIVERSITY RIBCTOR: AND VICE~CHANCELLORS

The Working Porty regards it as essential thot in any Tuturs
organisation the universities and their representatives should
have full freedom to initiate and conduct discussion of asny matter
off concern to Iuromean universities, to publish informantion or
express or publish conclusions, and to consult directly with
vnivergities and othcr bodies without political control.
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I+ therefore recommends that the Second Conference of
Europecan University Rectors and Vice-Chenccllors, meeting in
Dijon, should set up a "Standing Conference of Buropean University
Reetors and Viece-Chancsllors' which shall meet &t least once every
5 yesrs in 2 university city in one of the member countries of
the Conference.

The *Standing Conforence® shall review zll universiiy
mitters for the purpose of:

(1) advising Furopcon unive rsitics on =ll guestions
of common intercst;

(2} holding itsclf covailable for consultation by
Govermments on university matters;

(3) meking recommendntions to national, internztional
and supransztionzl orgnnisntions and ingtitutions on
university matters.

The Confercnce should maintain all necessgary contacts
with national, interanational ond supranntional university
bodies.

IT. COMMITTEE

4t the same timo, the Working Party regards it as advantageous
thet in future a closc associntion of universitiecs and government
revresentatives should be waintained, in ordcr thet universities
moy become more fully acguainted with the problems of governments
and in order that govermments may become more fully acquainted
with the views ond cxperience of universitics and therefor: more
ready to consult them.

The Working Party thercfore recommends:

1. +hat the work of the .present Duropean Unilversitles
Committee should be continued by an advigory Committec
on vniversity guestions;

2, that the Committce should hive the foliowing functions:

a1

(2) tc be o source of =zdvice to Zuropcan governments
and intor-govermmental orgonisations on mnatters
of education and research coming within the

univorsity field and concerning Burope 1in gercrals

(p) +to facilitate consultation ond colianborstion among
the universities of Burope;

(¢c) =t its discretion to collect inform~tion and
pubiish documents bearing on Furcpean university
problems;

3. +tnat the Committce should be constituted by up to
three members nomin-ted by esch country; that not
more than one of these members may be an official or
other nominee of the government of the country; thot
other mewbsrs chould be roctors, vice-choncellors
or professors nomin~ted by the zpvroprl te university
hody 1n the country;
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Final Recommendstion
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4. thet the Committee zhould normally meet once a year % bl
1n a suropcan university eity of their choice: r';“
|
5. that provision should be maode in the procedural bl
Tules of the Committee for mectinss of its academic - | :
members alone when such mectings are considered ' **”*””4““4'ﬂ‘!lﬂ

desirable by the ccademic members. When mecting i
separately the academic members would constitute I
& direct organ of the "Standing Confercnce’, would
act on its behslf, and in particulsr would be

reeponsible for the organisction of the five- B
yearly Conferenccos

similarly, provision should be made for the govern-
mentzl membeors of the Committesz to moet separstely e
if neccssary;

6. <that the Committee should clect its Chairman, who : | F%ﬁ“f
must be an academic person bu* may be either one
of the nominzted membors of the Committce or o b ‘

i L : ; : o
actdemic pcrson invited from outside the Committee Do | i

- . ~ 3 - =) 3 e o ; ot
to cecept the cheirmanship; . L L | e——
§ [ T
7. that the Sscretary of the Committee should be b b —
aprointed on the recommendation of the Committee; P ; | ———
Bt B
" . . . TR o ot s
8. +that the Committoe might appoint o Bureau of not b e e e—
morc than nine mesbors, widely drawn from different . l | ———c
X ; , A o N e o
comtrics, to which it will delegetc sufficient :,,, R
powers to ensure the prompt ond efficient conduct Biowds i i ———-
) . - . - - 1 e A————

0f its business during intcrvals between mcetings., L

Like the full Committce, the Burecau should meet in
any Burowcan university city of its choice.

If, as iz understood, the Council ol fdurope cre considering

setting up an official advisory body on university matters, it
iz very desirable that the Committec hore proposed should fill
this rGle. The Committee, in this cose, should have cqusal
status with the Committee of Cultural Experts of the Council of
Burcpe; and should he recognised by the Committee of Ministers,
as 1z the Drescnt Buropean Univeorsities Committee, as the indep-
endent expert body to be consulted on all guestions concerning
the universities of member countries.

It is recommended that until the new Commitice is constituted,
which it is hoped may be by lst Januzry 1960, Western Europcan
Union should be requested to mnintain the present Committee in
cxlstence; and that, in the interim, the necessary ncgotintions
with the Council of Europe should be carricd out in co-opcration
with the Scceretory-Gencral of Wostecrn Buropean Union by the
present Bureau of the Huropean Univorsities Committee, including
a representative of Turkey or Greccco.
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