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“Bringing down barriers to youth participation: adopting a lingua franca for local and regional authorities and young people” –

Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 376 (2015)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 6 July 2016
at the 1262nd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Recommendation 376 (2015) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities on “Bringing down barriers to youth participation: adopting a lingua franca for local and regional authorities and young people”. It has brought it to the attention of member States' governments and has forwarded it to the Joint Council on Youth (CMJ) for information and comments. 

2.
Promoting young people’s active participation in democratic processes and their involvement in the development of inclusive and peaceful societies is one of the Council of Europe’s in the field of youth and education. 

3.
A wide range of Committee of Ministers’ recommendations, including the Council of Europe Charter on Education for Citizenship and Human Rights Education (CM/Rec(2010)7) and the recommendation on ensuring quality education (CM/Rec(2012)13), and also the recommendation on the access of young people from disadvantaged neighbourhoods to social rights (CM/Rec(2015)3), are in line with the measures recommended by the Congress in paragraph 7 of its recommendation. The Committee of Ministers would also point out that, in March 2016, it adopted the Council of Europe Strategy for 2016-2019 on Internet Governance, which is aimed at maximising the Internet’s potential to promote democracy and cultural diversity.

4.
The Committee of Ministers would inform the Congress that the Joint Council on Youth has initiated a mapping exercise as suggested in paragraph 8.a of the recommendation. This involves a general overview of existing materials on youth involvement in decision-making processes at European, national and municipal levels (i.e. research, reports, legal instruments and tools, including those developed by the Council of Europe). Based on the general overview, a case study to identify examples of successful and unsuccessful initiatives to involve young people in decision-making processes should be developed. This work, once finalised, could make a useful contribution to a conference on youth participation, as proposed by the Congress. 
5.
To conclude, the Committee of Ministers wishes to assure the Congress that it has brought to the attention of the member States its request (in paragraph 9) to consider making voluntary contributions to help finance the Congress’ efforts to increase youth participation in its work, while pointing out that the establishment of a new structured dialogue mechanism should not lead to the establishment of a structure that is parallel to the co-management bodies of the Council of Europe Youth Programme nor to the duplication of efforts.
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