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Item 1: Opening of the meeting and adoption of the draft agenda 
 
1. The CDDH Drafting Group on Human Rights in Culturally Diverse Societies (CDDH-DC) held its 
sixth and final meeting in Strasbourg from 23 to 25 November 2015. The Chairperson Ms Krista 
OINONEN (Finland) opened the meeting by expressing her sadness at the recent tragic events in 
Europe and other parts of the world which highlighted the importance of the work of the Drafting 
Group. She welcomed the participants noting that a new observer representing Morocco had joined 
the Group. The list of participants is contained in Appendix I. The agenda as adopted appears in 
Appendix II. 

Item 2: Finalisation of draft guidelines of the Committee of Ministers to member States on the   
promotion and protection of human rights in culturally diverse societies 

  
2. The Group examined, paragraph by paragraph, the consolidated final version of the draft 
guidelines taking into account the comments received from the CDDH representatives and other 
Council of Europe bodies. It made a number of changes to the text thereby finalising the draft 
guidelines (see Appendix III). The Chairperson explained that she would present the outcome of the 

first to the CDDH Bureau at its meeting on 26-27 November and subsequently to the 
CDDH at its meeting from 7 to 11 December 2015.   
 
3. During the meeting one expert expressed regret that the finalised draft guidelines did not 
provide sufficient practical responses to the very serious political and social changes presently facing 
Europe.  She proposed either to prolong the mandate of the Drafting Group in order for it to hold 
further in-depth discussions or to continue a broad discussion at the CDDH level. The Group 
understood . It was ready, even at this late stage, to consider any concrete 
drafting proposals in this respect. It invited the expert to present such drafting proposals. 
 
Item 3: Finalisation of the draft explanatory memorandum to the guidelines of the Committee of 
 Ministers to member States on the promotion and protection of human rights in culturally 
 diverse societies  
 
4.            The Group discussed the draft explanatory memorandum to the guidelines and agreed on 
the procedure for its adoption. It asked the Secretariat, under the supervision of the Chairperson, to 
finalise the text of the draft explanatory memorandum in light of the comments received and the 
changes made to final text of the draft guidelines.  
 
Item 4: Adoption of the meeting report 
 
5. With the completion of its work on drafting guidelines and having given instructions to the 
Secretariat for finalising the draft explanatory memorandum, the Group considered that it had 
fulfilled its mandate. It expressed its appreciation for the constructive approach shown by members 
throughout its work and thanked the Chairperson and the Secretariat of the Drafting Group for the 
way in which they had conducted the meetings. 

 
Item 5:  Other business 
 
6. The Group was informed that the publication of the compilation of Council of Europe 
standards relating to the principles of freedom of thought, conscience and religion and links to other 
human rights would made available to the CDDH at its meeting in December. The members of the 
Drafting Group would receive copies as well.  
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APPENDIX I 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
Nina GALLE, Attaché, FOD Justitie Directoraat-generaal Wetgeving, Fundamentele Rechten en 
Vrijheden  
 
CROATIA / CROATIE 

Counsellor, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 

 
 
FINLAND / FINLANDE 
Krista OINONEN (Chair/Présidente), Legal Counsellor, Deputy Director, Unit for Human Rights Courts and 
Conventions, Legal Service, Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 
FRANCE 
Rodolphe FERAL, Sous-
des affaires étrangères 
 
GREECE / GRÈCE 
Sofia KASTRANTA, Dep. Legal Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
THE NETHERLANDS / PAYS BAS 
Monique STEIJNS, Ministry of Internal Affairs  
 
NORWAY / NORVEGE  
Liv Inger GABRIELSEN, Higher Executive Officer, the Legislation Department, Ministry of Justice and 
Public Security 
 
POLAND / POLOGNE 
Eliza , Government Co-Agent of Poland before the European Court of Human Rights, 
Department of Proceedings before International Human Rights Protection Bodies, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs  
 
PORTUGAL  
Paulo MARRECAS FERREIRA, Juriste au Bureau de Docu
Procureur Général de la République  
 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE RUSSIE 
Maria ORESHINA, Second Secretary, Department for humanitarian cooperation and human rights, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 
Branislav , Ministerstvo spravodlivosti SR 
/Ministry of Justice 
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE  
Oscar SÁENZ DE SANTA MARÍA GÓMEZ-MAMPASO, Head Senior State Attorney at the Ministry of 
Education  
 
SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
Dominique STEIGER LEUBA, 

justice
 
TURKEY / TURQUIE 

 
 

 
 

l’Europe, 23, boulevard de l’Orangerie, F

aemuler@mfa.gov.tr 
 
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME UNI 
Ekim BIREROGLU,
 
UKRAINE 
Larysa DIR, Director of the Ukrainians Worldwide, Cultural and Humanitarian Cooperation 
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 

MAROC 

Abdelaziz KARRAKY, Directeur de la coordination et de la promotion des droits de l'homme, 

Rabat 

 
 

OBSERVERS/OBSERVATEURS 

 
Conference of european Churches (CEC) / Conférence des églises européennes (KEK) 

Maria POMAZKOVA , LL.M., Legal Consultant on Human Rights issues 
 
 

 

Jean-Bernard MARIE  
 
 

SECRETARIAT 
 

DG I   
Council of Europe / Conseil de l'Europe 
 
Alfonso DE SALAS, Secretary to the CDDH / Secrétaire du CDDH, Head of Division / Chef de Division, 
Human Rights Intergovernmental Cooperation Division / Division de la coopération 

  

mailto:aemuler@mfa.gov.tr
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Merete BJERREGAARD, Administrator / Administratrice, Human Rights Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Division / Division de la coopération intergouvernementale en matière de droits de 

, Secretary of the CDDH-DC / Secrétaire du CDDH-DC  
 
Corinne GAVRILOVIC, Assistant/Assistante  
Human Rights Intergovernmental Cooperation Division / Division de la coopération 

 
 
 
INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES 
 
Sally BAILEY-RAVET 
Nicolas GUITTONNEAU (25/11) 
Luke TILDEN 
Grégoire DEVICTOR 
Derrick WORSDALE (25/11) 
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APPENDIX II 
 

AGENDA 
 

Item 1:  Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 
 
 
 
Item 2:  Finalisation of draft guidelines of the Committee of Ministers to member States 

on the promotion and protection of human rights in culturally diverse societies 
  
 
 
Item 3:   Finalisation of the draft explanatory memorandum to the guidelines of the 

Committee of Ministers to member States on the promotion and protection of 
human rights in culturally diverse societies 

 
 
 
Item 4:      Adoption of the meeting report 
 
 
 
Item 5:   Other business 
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APPENDIX III 
 

DRAFT GUIDELINES AS ADOPTED DURING THIS MEETING 
 
 

Recalling the member states’ obligation to secure to everyon
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freedom), including the freedom to hold or not to hold or change one’s religion or belief.  
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freedom to manifest one’s religion or belief (external freedom), which is 

manifest one’s religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance

to manifest one’s religion or belief 

l’individu de ne pas être obligé de manifester sa conf

de ne pas être obligé d’agir en sorte qu’on puisse déduire qu’il a – ou n’a pas –

convictions, d’autant plus si cela est dans le but d’exercer certaines fonctions.

member states’ role as the neutral and impartial organiser of the exercise of various 

The member states’ duty of neutrality and impartiality is
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When exercising their margin of appreciation member states are invited to seek “reasonable 

accommodation”, where appropriate, with a view to guaranteeing equality that is effective, and not 

“information” or “ideas” that are favourably received or regarded as inoffensive or as a matter 

Member states should remember that “hate speech”, will not 
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Member states should fully respect the principle of the individual’s 
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… Les Etats membres doivent s’assurer que dans la société démocratique actuelle basée 

traitement fondée exclusivement ou dans une mesure déterminante sur l’origine ethnique 

d’une personne ne saurait être objectivement justifiée

– –
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called “honour,

commit any of these offences”), as well as violence against 
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