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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 15 June 2016
at the 1260th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers shares the concerns expressed by the Congress in its Recommendation 383 (2015). It agrees with it about the importance for good governance at local and regional level of having local and regional elected representatives who reflect the diversity of the populations they serve and establishing the conditions in which such representatives can perform their important function as efficiently as possible. In this context, it points out that Article 7 of the European Charter of Local Self-Government, which has been signed and ratified by all 47 Council of Europe member States, provides in particular that the conditions of office of local elected representatives must “allow for appropriate financial compensation for expenses incurred in the exercise of the office in question as well as, where appropriate, compensation for loss of earnings or remuneration for work done and corresponding social welfare protection”.

2.
The Committee has decided to forward Congress Recommendation 383 (2015) to the member States and invite them to consider the expediency and the means of implementing the measures recommended in paragraph 11 of the recommendation.
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