


THE BLACA HERMITAGE 
ECO-MUSEUM
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CAVE MONASTERY 1552

BLACA: ORIGINS



THE DRAGON’S CAVE 
MONASTERY

(ZMAJEVA PEĆINA)



WHY CAVE MONASTERIES
AND HERMITAGES?

1. Ottoman advance
2. Venetian protection
3.  Renaissance ideals



ST. JEROME
(c. 347 – 420 AD)

“Oppido mi carcer, 
solitudo paradiso 
est” 

“For me, a town is 
prison, solitude is 
heaven”



BLACA:
FIRST BUILDINGS COMPLETED 

1570



WATER SUPPLY







RENAISSANCE CHURCH,
LATE GOTHIC VAULT
1588 - 1614



LATE GOTHIC
BELFRY













FIRE 1724

FLOOD 1784

HERMITAGE HIT 
BY NATURAL 
DISASTERS



19th CENTURY REVIVAL

A new business plan



1862 onwards priests 
from the

Miličević family
from Poljica managed 
Blaca for c. 100 years



BLACA: 
OUTLYING

SETTLEMENTS





FARMING









AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENTS, 
INNOVATIONS

Winter garden

Pine resin for turpentine

Pyrethrum as a natural insecticide





DRY STONE WALL 
RENOVATION



WINE PRODUCTION











BEE-KEEPING



APIARY, built 1905







ASTRONOMY































INSIDE THE MUSEUM



WEAPONRY



EVERYDAY LIFE



COOKING



DINING



ABLUTIONS



SLEEPING



EXERCISE



SCHOOLING





CULTURE,
SOCIALIZING







PERSONAGES







PRINTING 
PRESS







STUDY,
ADMINISTRATION



LIBRARY



SACRAL FUNCTION



OUR LADY’S 
ASSUMPTION
AUGUST 15TH







BLACA
THE PAST: Spiritual retreat; 
Centre for study, research, 

education;
Agricultural centre;

Cultural and social centre;
Commercial centre;

Administrative centre  



BLACA

THE FUTURE:
OUR VISION





RENOVATIONS, MAINTENANCE;
WASTE MANAGEMENT; SEWAGE;

FIRE PROTECTION;
SUSTAINABILITY



CONTROLLEDTO
URISM



CULTIVATED & UNCULTIVATED LAND 
AREAS

SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT

PROTECTION



NATURE AND SCIENCE
Side by side in Blaca

For sustainable progress



THANK YOU
for your kind attention



Radoslav BUŽANČIĆ

MINISTRY OF CULTURE
Head of Conservation Department 

21000 SPLIT, CROATIA

radoslav.buzancic@gmail.com
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Vivian Grisogono MA(Oxon)
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