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Child-friendly justice: hearing 
children in judicial procedures



This session gave the opportunity to reflect and 
discuss on:

• The specific needs of a child in contact with a 
justice system.

• The key outstanding difficulties faced by 
professionals in practice.

• How judiciary build and secure the capacity of 
the child to be a real actor in judicial 
procedures concerning him/her.

Aim of the session



• Speak in a child-friendly manner:

– Understand the situation

• Emotional

• Cognitive

– Understand the consequences of his or her 
testimony.  

Fahima



• Children need to feel safe in justice-situations

– Training of professionals to teach them how to think and 
reflect on the same level

– Child-specialized judges and lawyers
– Multidisciplinary organisation 

Nick



• Take the opinion of the child seriously! 

• The opinion of the child is most important. 

• When the outcome is different from the 
vision/opinion/wishes of the child, the judge 
must explain this to the child.

Nermina



• Need of national guidance for professionals working 
with or for children.

• Trainings on children’s rights and on how to 
communicate better with them.

• Sharing good practices between member states.

• Multidisciplinary approach between professionals.

• Increase efforts on civil and administrative 
proceedings.

Ways forward


	Sofia Session 2 - Conclusions.pptx

