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“Fighting the increasing poverty of women: the responsibility of local and regional authorities” ‒
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 381 (2015)
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 13 April 2016 at the 1253rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers considered carefully Recommendation 381 (2015) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Fighting the increasing poverty of women: the responsibility of local and regional authorities” and communicated it to the governments of member States to take note of and to build on them.

2.
Eradication of poverty and economic difficulties as well as respect of gender equality in this context are essential to build just and inclusive societies. The Committee of Ministers acknowledges the important role of local and regional authorities in combatting female poverty and supports the approach advocated by the Congress, based on the protection of women’s rights and the identification of good practices.

3. 
It encourages member States to redress the potential detrimental effects on gender equality, when making decisions on economic and employment policies as well as social spending. In this connection, it notes the importance of establishing sex and age-disaggregated statistical tools to measure women’s income in relation to poverty thresholds.
4.
The Committee of Ministers recognises the importance of further empowerment of women as individuals, in particular when responsible for children and single parents, and encourages member States to review their legislation in this direction. 

5.
Furthermore, it notes the usefulness of a multisectoral approach at the local and regional level to address the root causes of women’s poverty, and taking into account the needs of specific groups of women who are in particularly vulnerable situations when implementing policies and measures to reduce female poverty, so that their needs are adequately addressed. 
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