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1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered with attention Recommendation 118 (2002) and in particular the specific requests addressed in paragraph 8. 

2.
The Congress is aware of, and fully involved in, the work being currently undertaken by the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) in pursuance of the terms of reference given to it by the Committee of Ministers as a follow up to the conclusions of the 13th session of the Conference of European Ministers responsible for local and regional government (Helsinki, 27-28 June 2002).  The Congress is therefore well placed to express the views and interests of all regions, including those with legislative powers, in the context of the discussions which will take place within the CDLR or its subordinate bodies. The Committee of Ministers will examine the result of this work. The Conference of European Ministers responsible for Local and Regional Government will take stock of developments at its 14th session in Budapest in 2004.The CLRAE will have the opportunity to participate there too.

3.
The Committee of Ministers intends to continue to comply with the practice of consulting the Congress on any draft European legal instrument which affects issues of concern for the Congress. It will then be for the Congress to adopt the most appropriate internal procedure, in the light of the subject matter of the draft instrument. As regards the prerogatives of the regions with legislative powers, it will be for the states concerned to follow the prescribed constitutional or legal requirements prior to, or following, the adoption of European legal instruments within the Council of Europe. 

4.
As the Congress is invited to take part in most of the Conferences of specialised Ministers, its representatives will be in a position to raise any issue of specific concern to the regions with legislative powers either during the open debates or during the “colloquy” between the ministers and the Congress, as the case may be.

5.
The Committee of Ministers is aware that many member countries have engaged in reforms of their administrative structure including decentralisation and the reform or establishment of a regional tier of government. As regards the devolution of powers to local self-government units or regions as a means of preventing or solving conflicts, the Committee of Ministers recalls its recent reply to Recommendation 70 (1999) (797th meeting of the Deputies, item 10.3). 

6.
The Committee follows the work of the CLRAE with interest and takes this opportunity to encourage the CLRAE to continue to work in synergy with the Directorate of Co-operation for Local and Regional Democracy, which is responsible for carrying out Council of Europe democratic stability activities in the field of local and regional democracy.

7.
The Committee of Ministers would also like to inform the Congress that it has forwarded the Recommendation to the European Commission and to the Convention on the Future of the European Union, for information.

Internet : http://cmline.coe.int (password access)

Intranet : http://cmline.dctnet.coe.int 
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