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1.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes Recommendation 119 (2002) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe on the state of regional print media in Europe – Pluralism, independence and freedom in regional press.  It agrees on the necessity of a free, pluralistic and independent print media sector, in particular at the regional level, as underlined in its Declaration on freedom of expression and information of 1982.  Like the Congress, it emphasises the importance of transfrontier co-operation in this context.

2.
The Committee of Ministers has forwarded the recommendation to the governments of member states and drawn their attention in particular to paragraph 14; to the European Commission and the European Parliament, drawing their attention in particular to paragraphs 16 and 17 and to the Steering Committee on the Mass Media for information.

3.
It recalls its Recommendation Rec(99)1 on measures to promote media pluralism, in which it noted, inter alia, that the existence of a multiplicity of autonomous and independent media outlets at the national, regional and local levels enhances pluralism and democracy.  It refers to the list of measures to promote media pluralism suggested in the appendix to the recommendation, and recalls that, among these, the introduction of direct or indirect financial support schemes for both the print and broadcast media may be one means of promoting media pluralism at the regional and local levels.

4.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers would like to take this opportunity to once again stress that states should promote political and cultural pluralism in the media by developing their media policy in line with Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which guarantees freedom of expression and information, and with due respect for the principle of the independence of the media.
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