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1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken note with interest of the Recommendation 111 (2002) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe on women’s individual voting rights: a democratic requirement and has transmitted it to governments of member states, the OSCE/ODIHR drawing attention to paragraph 20, and to the Venice Commission for information. It also brought the recommendation to the attention of the 5th European Conference of specialised Ministers in the context of its discussion on the question “Democratisation, conflict prevention and piece building: the perspectives and the roles of women”.

2.
The Committee of Ministers would draw attention to the Final Resolution of the 5th European Conference which called for governments to take the necessary measures to recognise and promote the equal and individual rights of women and men to participate in political life, in particular by combating the practice of family voting.

3.
The Committee of Ministers has also instructed the Steering Committee for Equality between Women and Men (CDEG) to consider implementing activities on this issue, in particular with reference to paragraph 17 of the Recommendation.

4.
The Committee of Ministers emphasises that much of the CDEG’s work is concerned with promoting balanced participation by women and men in democracy and in public affairs and a number of activities have been organised and will continue to be organised to this effect, in cooperation with NGOs, with the Stability Pact’s Gender Task Force and other partners. The CDEG has also published a Guide to balancing decision-making: “Report on good practices to achieve gender-balanced representation in political and public decision-making and awareness-raising techniques”.

5.
The Directorate of Youth and Sport, in cooperation with the Equality sector, the Parliamentary Assembly and the CLRAE itself will organise in September 2003 a "Seminar on participation of young women in political life" as part of the Integrated Project " Making democratic institutions work".One part of the seminar will address the issue of voting of young women at elections.
6.
Furthermore, the Committee of Ministers has adopted a Recommendation Rec(2003)3 to member states on balanced participation of women and men in political and public decision making. A key component of this recommendation is the exercise of individual voting rights and the elimination of the practice of family voting. It has also included on the agenda of one of its future meetings, in the context of its monitoring procedure of compliance of commitments, the theme on equality between women and men and will look at the question of what mechanisms exist at national level to secure equal rights between women and men in compliance with relevant Council of Europe instruments.

7.
Lastly, the Committee of Ministers welcomes the important contribution of the Congress to the promotion of democracy, in particular to the Council of Europe’s Integrated Project “making democratic institutions work”, a key focus point of which is to ensure effective electoral rights, including devising strategies against the practice of family voting. To this end, the project has produced the booklet Women’s individual voting rights: a democratic requirement, which combines the CLRAE Recommendation 111 (2002) and its report, as well as country by country reports on family voting, as observed by the Congress, the Parliamentary Assembly and the OSCE/ODIHR. This booklet is published in several languages.  Its aim is to stimulate on the ground activities which can be replicated in several countries.
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