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1.
The Committee of Ministers took note with interest of Recommendation 123 (2003) on the perspectives for a third Council of Europe Summit, adopted by the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe on 21 March 2003.  It welcomes the support which the Congress is providing through this Recommendation for the forthcoming organisation of a third Summit and its valuable contribution to the preparatory work for this event.

2.
The Committee of Ministers first wishes to inform the Congress on the recent developments on this item.  Following the decision of principle taken at the 111th Committee of Ministers’ Session (November 2002) to hold a Third Council of Europe Summit in the near future, and the conclusions adopted at the 112th Session (May 2003), on 2 July 2003 the Ministers’ Deputies: 

-
decided to set up an ad hoc working party to prepare the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (GT-SOM3);

-
taking into account the invitation of the Polish government to hold the Third Summit in Warsaw during the forthcoming Polish Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers, agreed to appoint Ambassador Krzysztof Kocel, Permanent Representative of Poland, as chair of the GT-SOM3.

3.
On the basis of these decisions, GT-SOM3 held an initial meeting on 17 September at which it had an exchange of views with the Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly and began discussing the possible objectives, themes and results of the Third Summit
.  Discussion continued at the second GT-SOM3 meeting, on 13 October, at which an exchange of views took place with the Presidents of the Chamber of Regions and the Chamber of Local Authorities of the Congress.  

4.
On this occasion a number of points emerged as between the ideas currently being considered by the Committee of Ministers as part of the preparation of the Summit and the elements proposed by the Congress in its Recommendation 123, including:

-
the importance of discussing the future partnership between the Council of Europe and the enlarged European Union (the Committee of Ministers notes here that the Congress backs the European Union’s accession to the European Convention on Human Rights);

-
the enhancement of the Council of Europe’s central role in setting European standards (in this context the Committee of Ministers agrees with the Congress on the importance of the European Charter of Local Self-Government); 

-
the importance of the processes conducted by the Council of Europe with a view to monitor compliance with member states’ commitments, and the role played by the Congress in this respect, in its field of competence;

-
the promotion of an “open dialogue” between European states at continent-wide level, and the Council of Europe’s role as a “platform” in this respect, with a view to constructing a Greater Europe without dividing lines;

-
the Council of Europe’s capacity for developing joint responses to the main challenges facing European societies, including management of migration flows, promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity, sustainable development, urban environment (quality of life, social cohesion and security in towns);

-
the necessity to reinforce participatory democracy as well as to promote decentralised and transfrontier co-operation (in this connection the Committee of Ministers recalls the new political priority that has been given to such matters since the Vilnius Declaration in May 2002, and invites the Congress to link up its action with the follow-up to this Declaration
).

-
the importance of enhanced dialogue and co-operation between Europe and its neighbouring regions, particularly through intercultural and inter-faith dialogue.
5.
In the light of work carried out, the Chair of GT-SOM3 prepared a progress report for the 113th Session of the Committee of Ministers (Chisinau, 5-6 November 2003)
.  The Third Summit was indeed one of the two main themes of the Session (along with co-operation between the Council of Europe and the European Union), and the President of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe was able to give his point of view on this matter before the Ministers.

6.
At the end of the Session, the Ministers adopted the following conclusions with regard to the Third Summit:

“The Ministers emphasised that ten years after the Vienna Summit, significant progress in fulfilling the political mandate assigned to the Organisation to bring together all European democratic states on an equal footing within permanent structures has been achieved. It would be for the Third Summit to lay down the guidelines for the future action of the Council of Europe in the context of profound changes in the continent, and its interaction with other international organisations. The Ministers agreed that the common responsibility for the future of Europe, commitment to the strategic goal of building one Europe without dividing lines and the desire to meet the aspirations of all Europeans should guide the preparations for the Summit. They emphasised that the objectives of consolidating democracy and the rule of law, promoting human rights - including the rights of persons belonging to national minorities - and strengthening social cohesion should retain paramount importance in the Council of Europe’s future agenda.  At the same time, the Council of Europe could make a meaningful contribution to working out common European policies and standards to meet the new challenges faced by European societies.

The Ministers took note of preparatory work undertaken since their last Session in May 2003, while welcoming the important contributions made by the Parliamentary Assembly and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe.
Taking into account the conclusions of their previous session, the Ministers welcomed Poland’s offer to host the Summit in Warsaw in 2005, during its future Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers. Consultations on a date will take place in the meantime with a view to a decision by the 114th Session of the Committee of Ministers in May 2004, provided that a substantive agenda and possible concrete results thereof have been identified by their Deputies. They therefore instructed their Deputies to intensify their work on possible results of the Summit and to report to them at their next meeting in May 2004.”

7.
The Committee of Ministers will most certainly continue its dialogue with the Congress - according to the modalities deemed most appropriate to both sides - in order to involve the Congress and, through it, the local and regional authorities which it represents in the preparation of the third Summit.  It is convinced that the quality of this internal dialogue will be one of the keys to the success of the future Summit and will consequently do its utmost to make it as fruitful as possible.
�  The summary documents drawn up for this occasion by the Committee of Ministers Secretariat (� HYPERLINK "https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=GT-SOM3(2003)1" \o "Work on the 3rd Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe: progress report" ��GT-SOM3(2003)1� et 2) were declassified and are consequently available to the members of the Congress.





� This might be the appropriate context to implement the proposal to conduct a transverse project to promote good neighbourly relations in Europe in the field of intercultural dialogue, social cohesion and sustainable local development on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities in 2005.


� See document � HYPERLINK "https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM(2003)148" \o "113th Session (Chişinău, 5-6 November 2003) - Third Summit of the Council of Europe - Progress report of the Chairman of the Working Party to prepare the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (GT-SOM3)" ��CM(2003)148�, declassified and therefore available to members of the Congress.
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