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1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered Recommendation 140 (2003) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on local democracy in Armenia.  It agreed to transmit it to the governmental and parliamentary authorities of Armenia and to bear it in mind in the context of its thematic monitoring on local democracy, as well as in its co-operation programmes.  The Committee of Ministers also transmitted this recommendation to the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) for information.

2.
As regards support for legislative reform and training of local elected representatives and staff (paragraph 17a of the recommendation), the Committee of Ministers wishes to recall that a specific action plan, comprising both legislative reform and ‘capacity building’ at local level, was agreed upon by Armenia and representatives of the Council of Europe at the round table held in Yerevan on 
14-15 October 2003.  Its implementation will take place within the framework of the current Joint Programme for the Caucasus, until its expiry, and the Council of Europe's programme of assistance thereafter.  The Committee of Ministers would welcome any voluntary contribution by member states enabling it to complete the implementation of the action plan in 2005.

3.
Furthermore, as regards paragraph 17b, the Committee of Ministers points out that its Monitoring Group GT-SUIVI.AGO is giving close consideration to the implementation by Armenia of its commitments with regard to local self-government reform.  In this context, the Committee of Ministers agreed to communicate Recommendation 140 (2003) to the GT-SUIVI.AGO so that the Group could take account thereof in its future work.”
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