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1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 139 (2003) on NGOs and local and regional democracy. It has agreed to forward it to member governments and refer it to the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) to enable it to draw up an opinion on the Congress proposal that the CDLR “consider institutional machinery for fostering partnership between national, regional and local authorities and NGOs”.

2.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the results of the joint NGO-Congress Conference on NGOs and Local and Regional Democracy held in Budapest on 28 February and 1 March 2003, and in particular the Budapest Declaration adopted on that occasion. Events such as the Budapest Conference are in themselves evidence of partnership between NGOs and local authorities at European level in a “quadrilogue” context.

3.
In connection with the recommendations set out in the Budapest Declaration, the Committee of Ministers would inform the Congress that, as part of a future thematic monitoring exercise, it intends looking into a number of matters to do with NGO involvement in the democratic process of member states
. One of the subjects covered might be obstacles to ratification of the European Convention on the Recognition of the Legal Personality of International Non-Governmental Organisations (ETS No.124) and adapting it if appropriate.

4.
The Committee of Ministers attaches great importance to reinforcing the status of national and international NGOs. It would point out that on 19 November 2003 it adopted Resolution Res(2003)8 on participatory status for international non-governmental organisations with the Council of Europe, thus giving formal recognition to the dynamic development of relations between the Council of Europe and INGOs and paving the way for even closer relations. On the same date it adopted Resolution Res(2003)9 on status of partnership between the Council of Europe and national non-governmental organisations, by which it noted national NGOs’ active and constructive role in implementing the Council of Europe programme of activities and acknowledged that co-operation, in particular stressing its partnership nature. It thanks the Congress for its contribution in drawing up those resolutions.

5.
The Committee of Ministers has noted with interest the proposal in the Budapest Declaration to draft a Memorandum of Partnership between local and regional authorities and NGOs defining more clearly the rights and responsibilities of NGOs and local and regional authorities. It will closely follow any work in that area. 

� See decision � HYPERLINK "https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM/Del/Dec(2003)861/2.4d" \o "Relations between the Council of Europe and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) - d. Involvement of NGOs in the democratic process of member States - Possible lines of action of the Committee of Ministers" ��CM/Del/Dec(2003)861/2.4d�.
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