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Employment and vulnerable groups – 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe (CLRAE) Recommendation 129 (2003)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 7 April 2004 at the 880th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)
——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined with interest Recommendation 129 (2003) on Employment and vulnerable groups and has brought it to the attention of governments of member states. It has forwarded it to the European Commission, so that it pursues its policy on the social inclusion of vulnerable groups. 
2.
In the wake of the Conference on Access to Social Rights (14 and 15 November 2002, Saint Julians, Malta) the Committee of Ministers gave their full support for the continuation of the Council of Europe's work on promoting recognition of and effective access to social rights, giving preference to integrated approaches. It invited the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS) to take the necessary steps to ensure coherence between these activities and other Council of Europe activities and instructed it to pay due attention to the conclusions of the Conference on Access to Social Rights in its future work. It also encouraged member states to ratify the Council of Europe legal instruments in the social field. As part of the follow-up, in September 2003, the Committee of Ministers adopted Recommendation Rec(2003)19 to member states on improving access to social rights calling on member states to devote particular attention to persons in situations of vulnerability and to establish and actively support appropriate partnership among all those concerned (users, users’ representatives, local authorities, social partners, social protection institutions, NGOs and other actors of civil society) with the development, implementation and evaluation of measures taken to promote access to social rights.

3.
The Committee of Ministers has transmitted this recommendation to the European Committee on Social Cohesion (CDCS) so that it takes it into account in its activities on access to social rights, particularly for vulnerable groups. It notes that the Group of Specialists on Employment for Marginalised Groups (CS-MA) is finalising its work on the preparation of guidelines to remove barriers to employment of very marginalised and disadvantaged groups. It will contain specific recommendations geared to four particularly vulnerable groups, that is: persons in – or having been in – custody, victims of trafficking in human beings, people with drug problems and the homeless. Other vulnerable groups are also concerned: persons with disabilities, previously unemployed persons who have set up businesses, immigrants and ethnic minorities. The Committee of Ministers welcomes the important contribution of the Congress to the work of this group of experts.

4.
The Committee of Ministers has also transmitted the recommendation to the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) so that it considers updating its work on the role of local and regional authorities in employment policies. In this context the CDLR decided to launch in 2004 the consolidation and updating of Committee of Ministers recommendations on public services at local and regional level.  Recommendation R(87)12 on the role of local and regional authorities in employment policy, as well as other relevant Committee of Ministers recommendations, will be examined in this respect and, if appropriate, will be updated and incorporated into the future consolidated recommendation on local and regional services. Recommendation 129 (2003) of the Congress of local and regional authorities on Employment and vulnerable groups will be duly taken into account during this exercise.
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