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The consequences of demographic change for Europe’s regions Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe (CLRAE)
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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 7 April 2004 at the 880th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)
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1.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the attention which the Congress gives to one of the crucial issues to be faced by member states over the coming years highlighting the importance of the regional and local aspects. It has brought Recommendation 136 (2003) on the consequences of demographic change for Europe’s regions to their attention. It has also forward it to the European Commission, drawing its attention to paragraph 14 thereof and has transmitted it to the European Population Committee so that it could bear it in mind when continuing their work on the “active ageing” project.

2.
Furthermore, the European Population Committee (CAHP) will build the regional and local dimensions into both of its research topics in 2004. One of the two sub-topics of the study on "Migrant populations in Europe, challenges of integration and social cohesion" is "Integration of migrants: challenges and policies on the local and regional levels." The other study, on changing family formations in Europe, will include a detailed regional analysis in cooperation with the Congress.

3.
Finally, the Congress will be invited to participate and contribute to the 2005 population conference "Demographic Challenges for Social Cohesion", a major event being co-organised by the European Population Committee and the Parliamentary Assembly. The Conference will include themes related to the challenges concerning ageing population, migration, family formation and vulnerable groups.
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