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The Committee of Ministers has considered Congress Recommendation 125 (2003) on Fostering Transborder Co-operation in the Kaliningrad Region: a requirement of social cohesion, and has brought it to the attention of the Russian Federation, Poland and Lithuania. 

The Committee would like to inform the Congress on the recent developments under each of the Congress’ proposals. In this context, the Committee of Ministers has noticed that the proposals do not touch upon the questions of social cohesion, despite the title of the Recommendation. Consequently, social cohesion questions are left aside in its reply.

1.
To take into account the recommendations of the Congress when replying to Recommendation 1579 (2002) of the Parliamentary Assembly 

The Committee of Ministers has recently replied to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1579 (2002) taking into account Congress Recommendation 125.

2.
To step up its efforts to review the 1957 European Agreement on Regulations Governing the Movement of Persons between Member States of the Council of Europe in view of a mutual abolishment, in future, of visa regulations between Russia and the European Union 

With respect to the invitation to the Committee of Ministers to step up its efforts to review the 1957 European Agreement on Regulations Governing the Movement of Persons between Member States of the Council of Europe (paragraph 19.b), it wishes to underline that at its 113th Session (Chisinau, 5-6 November 2003), the Ministers instructed their Deputies to continue their work and to evaluate the relevance of possible measures in the framework of the Council of Europe in this field, taking into account the recommendations of the Parliamentary Assembly on this subject. It should be noted in this context that the 1957 European Agreement provides a possibility which may serve the purpose of facilitating transfrontier movement of persons in Europe.

3.
To pay particular attention to the development of the Kaliningrad region and in particular: 

3.1.
To entrust the Committee of Advisors for the development of transfrontier co-operation in central and eastern Europe to provide legal assistance to enhance transborder co-operation and support activities on the field and setting-up partnerships with other Euroregions that could provide expertise and transfer of know-how, and to make the best possible use of the Special Account for Regional Co-operation, created following the Committee of Ministers meeting held in Vilnius, in developing regional co-operation in the Kaliningrad area

In recent years, the Committee of Advisers has paid special attention to the Kaliningrad Region. Two meetings were organised in Kaliningrad in 2001 and 2002 with the participation of representatives of the Russian Federation, Poland and Lithuania, at interstate and local government level, to discuss the objectives and modalities of enhanced co-operation between the countries concerned, at transfrontier level. The role of existing Euroregions (Baltica, Saule and Nieman) was particularly emphasised in this connection.

The Committee of Advisers recommended the preparation of an expert report on Kaliningrad, which was published in September 2003 under the title “Kaliningrad in Europe”. The report has been communicated to the countries concerned, with a view to taking steps towards the implementation of the recommendations contained in it. The study “Kaliningrad in Europe” was publicly presented by the representatives of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe and discussed at the 20th conference "Europe of Regions", held in Saint-Petersburg (Russian Federation) on 8-9 October 2003. 

An analysis of the situation of the Kaliningrad Oblast had been presented to the International Conference on the consequences of the European Union enlargement held in Cracow (Poland) on 
2-3 October 2003 at the initiative of Poland, as Chair of the Central European Initiative, and the Council of Europe.

The Kaliningrad region remains a special focus of the activities of the Committee of Advisers also having regard to the need to follow the enlargement of the European Union and its consequences for cross-border co-operation.

In the framework of the follow-up to the decisions taken at the Vilnius Session of the Committee of Ministers, research work on legal frameworks of Euroregions involving Lithuania has been commissioned and is being drafted by an expert. In co-operation with the Lithuanian Government, a conference will be held in Lithuania on 1-2 July 2004 at which the possibilities for enhanced regional co-operation between Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Belarus and the Russian Federation, with special emphasis on Euroregions, will be discussed.

3.2.
To encourage the Committee of Experts on Transfrontier Co-operation (LR-CT) to present and discuss the conclusions of the on-going study "measures to address some of the problems of the Kaliningrad region" at the Saint-Petersburg Conference (Session III: Kaliningrad in the European co-operation: Prospects for transborder co-operation in the Kaliningrad area)

The Committee of Experts on Transfrontier Co-operation has been informed of the study “Kaliningrad in Europe” and of the conclusions of the Cracow conference. It will soon decide what specific activities it could launch in order to address some of the issues confronting Council of Europe member states as a consequence of European Union enlargement. 

3.3.
To encourage possible transborder projects related to the Kaliningrad region submitted to the Confidence-Building Measures Programme of the Council of Europe

The Confidence-Building Measures Programme (CBM) will give special consideration to projects submitted by civil society partners which are relevant to cross-border co-operation in the Kaliningrad region if such projects would be submitted. The last project dealing with the Kaliningrad region was submitted to the CBM in 1997.

3.4.
To invite the Youth Directorate to consider all appropriate means to promote and develop youth exchanges in the region and to encourage the participation of young leaders from the Kaliningrad region in the Democratic Leadership Programme activities

Within the three-year co-operation programme with the Russian Federation (2003-2005), one of the seminars which will be organised on the topic “Partnership and co-operation between NGYOs and the public authorities responsible for youth” could take place in the Kaliningrad region.  In this context also; a seminar on the topic “Russia-Europe/Europe-Russia: how to overcome mutual stereotypes” could equally be held in the Kaliningrad region.  Finally, it should be underlined that some youth leaders from Kaliningrad are involved in the Democratic Leadership programme implemented by the Directorate of Youth and Sport with the Russian Federation.

3.5.
To invite the Secretary General to develop transfrontier co-operation activities in education specially designed for the Kaliningrad area

A project “Civic and human rights education integrated in secondary education”, which started in January 2004 and will continue until December 2005, also covers the Kaliningrad region and comprises awareness-raising, dissemination activities and teacher training activities, in the field of the Council of Europe’s work on education for democratic citizenship.

3.6.
To encourage the Russian Federation and Poland to sign and ratify the Additional Protocol to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities

As a general point of information, with regard to the Congress’s invitation to the Russian Federation and Poland to sign and ratify the Additional Protocol to the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities, this has not yet taken place. The Committee of Ministers cannot but encourage its member states to sign and ratify this instrument.

A European Commission/Council of Europe Joint Programme for the North West Region of the Russian Federation, including Kaliningrad Oblast’ was signed in December 2003. The programme, worth 1.3 million euros, began early in 2004, and will run for 24 months. It includes events aimed at promoting citizen participation at the local level and cross-border co-operation. Further details of activities can be found by consulting the public access website dedicated to European Commission/Council of Europe Joint Programmes at the following address: <<http://jp.coe.int>>.

Internet : http://www.coe.int/cm 
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