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1.
The Committee of Ministers shares the concerns of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe concerning the growing violence in society in general. Those concerns led to the launching of the Integrated Project "Responses to violence in everyday life in a democratic society". The aim of this Project is to mobilise all departments and bodies within the Council of Europe, with a view to pooling and co-ordinating their activities in this field, and, on completion of the Project (late 2004), to define principles and general policy guidelines for preventing and combating violence in European society.

2.
The Committee of Ministers also concurs with the Congress that it is of special importance to prevent violence at school, which particularly affects young people but can also, with time, undermine overall social cohesion. The Integrated Project accordingly pays particular attention to violence at school.

3.
Among the principles and general guidelines to be included in the final Project report, the local partnerships and initiatives could be the basis of the recommendations as a whole.  Co-operation with various ministries and services concerned, on a national and regional level, is nonetheless necessary.

4.
As to the Congress's recommendations to the Committee of Ministers:

a.
The Steering Committee for Education (CDED) and the European Steering Committee for Youth (CDEJ), which co-organised the conference "Local partnerships for preventing and combating violence at school", to which the Congress refers, have already taken the necessary steps to distribute the final declaration to those concerned. The proceedings of the conference have been published under the aegis of the Integrated Project.

b.
The final declaration will be communicated to the Steering Committee on the Mass Media and to NGOs having consultative status with the Council of Europe.

c.i.
The Committee of Ministers is preparing joint terms of reference for the relevant Steering Committees with a view to drafting a recommendation of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the prevention of violence at school. These terms of reference will take account of the need to involve the Congress in the drafting process.

ii.
Publications containing the final declaration and the report on the Conference have been brought out by Council of Europe Publishing ("Violence à l'école - un défi pour la communauté locale", ISBN 92-871-5325-6, and "Violence in schools - a challenge for the local community", ISBN 92-871-5326-4). The final declaration is also to be found on the Integrated Project's website and will be widely circulated on the occasion of the final Conference of the Integrated Project.

iii.
A guidebook on implementing local partnerships for preventing and combating violence at school is being produced and a training module, concerned with peaceful conflict management, is being developed for the partners concerned. Both will be published and distributed under the aegis of the Integrated Project.

iv.
A number of observatories of everyday violence, particularly concerned with violence at school and violence and young people, have been involved in the Integrated Project's work. It is clear that the educational dimension should be taken into account in the work which might be done as part of the follow-up action to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1531 (2001) on security and crime prevention in cities: setting up a European observatory. Discussions are in progress on this subject in close liaison with the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe.

v.
The link between the media and violence is a particularly complex one, especially regarding material aimed at young people. A debate has been initiated on this subject, and a number of recommendations will be made in the Integrated Project's final conclusions.

vi.
Specific activities concerning the prevention of violence at school have been launched in the Russian Federation. The educational dimension was addressed at the South-East Europe regional seminar on responses to violence in everyday life, held in Ljubljana on 24 and 25 September 2003. After the completion of the Integrated Project, specific activities could be implemented, inter alia, as part of the future work programmes of the Steering Committee for Education and the Steering Committee for Youth.

Internet : http://www.coe.int/cm 
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