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Tackling terrorism – the role and responsibilities of local authorities
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe Recommendation 134 (2003)

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 19 May 2004 at the 884th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe Recommendation 134 (2003) on tackling terrorism – the role and responsibilities of local authorities. It has transmitted the Recommendation to the governments of member states and has forwarded it to forward the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR), for information, and to the Committee of Experts on Terrorism (CODEXTER), asking it to take into account the work of the Congress on this subject.
2.
As stated in its recent reply to the Parliamentary Assembly's Recommendation 1644 (2004) on terrorism: a threat to democracies, the Committee of Ministers has on several occasions stressed its conviction that strengthening international legal co-operation in the context of a multilateral approach is essential in the fight against terrorism. It wishes to add that it shares the view of the Congress that combating terrorism requires a concerted and coordinated response from governments, international organisations and agencies and from local and regional authorities. 

3.
The Committee of Ministers recalls that, at the Conference organised by the Congress in Luxembourg in the framework of the Luxembourg Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers, on “Tackling terrorism – the role and responsibilities of local authorities”, Mrs Lydie Polfer, who at that time chaired the Committee, stated that something which clearly emerged from the discussions was the need for liaison and exchanges of information at cross-border, regional, European and even international level. She underlined that links exist in various shapes and forms and that it was important that better use be made of these partnerships and highlighted the importance of the operation aspects, in the light of the new security situation. 
4.
The Committee of Ministers is pleased to note the various policy proposals about the role and responsibilities of local authorities in tackling terrorism, derived mainly from the Final Declaration of the Luxembourg Conference, contained in the Recommendation as well as in Congress Resolution 159 (2003). 
5.
With respect to the recommendation that the Committee of Ministers continue and strengthen the work of the Multi-Disciplinary Group on International Action Against Terrorism (GMT) and to take into account in the work of the GMT the activities of the Congress on combating terrorism, following the expiry of the specific terms of reference of the GMT, the Committee of Ministers adopted specific terms of reference for a Committee of experts on terrorism (CODEXTER), placed directly under its authority as Ad hoc Committee and responsible for following the implementation and ensuring the overall coordination of the Council of Europe activities against terrorism in the legal field. As mentioned in paragraph 1 above, the Committee of Ministers forwarded Recommendation 134 (2003) on tackling terrorism – the role and responsibilities of local authorities to the CODEXTER and asked this Committee to take account of the work of the Congress in carrying out its terms of reference.
6.
Moreover, in relation to operational paragraph 5.a of the above-mentioned Recommendation, it should be mentioned that the Committee of Ministers has strengthened the programme of action of the Council of Europe against terrorism by adding additional activities, particularly as a result of the 25th Conference of European Ministers of Justice held in Sofia in October 2003.
7.
The Congress also proposes that the issue of combating terrorism be included as an agenda item at a possible Third Summit of Heads of State and Government. In this respect, the Committee of Ministers wishes to draw the Congress’ attention to document GT-SOM3(2004)10-rev 2, “Agenda and possible results of the Third Summit: priorities for the Council of Europe future action - Joint draft from the Netherlands and the Chair of GT-SOM3”
, from which it appears that terrorism is among the subjects discussed in the context of an action plan, taking the form of a series of concrete measures to be undertaken by the Council of Europe, to be adopted at the Summit.
8.
On the question raised by the Congress with respect to frozen conflicts, the Committee of Ministers recalls that the recent Moldovan Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers emphasised the need of resolving frozen conflicts in Europe, referring to the concerns expressed by the Committee of Ministers in the Communiqué of the 112th Session. A major conference was organised on “Frozen conflicts in Europe: the approach of democratic security and the case of Transnistria” (Chişinău, 11-12 September 2003). Frozen conflicts continue to be high on the agenda of the Committee of Ministers, which regularly discusses issues related to such conflicts in various parts of Europe, with a view to finding solutions.
9.
Finally, as regards the invitation to the Committee of Ministers to encourage member governments to take a certain number of measures enumerated in the Recommendation, the Committee refers to the fact that the various proposals made have been transmitted to member states.

� Issued by the Working Party to prepare the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (GT-SOM3).
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