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Natural and industrial disasters: local authorities facing emergencies – 

Recommendation 168 (2005) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 7 September 2005 at the 936th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————

The Committee of Ministers has examined Congress Recommendation 168 on natural and industrial disasters: the local authorities facing emergencies, and wishes to provide the Congress with the following information:

The Council of Europe’s EUR-OPA Major Hazards Partial Agreement has been working for 18 years now to raise awareness of the importance of prevention and management of natural and technological disasters among all those concerned: the scientific community, which is called upon to contribute its expertise, public and private decision-makers, and schoolchildren, as future citizens.

Regarding the involvement of the authorities, owing to the very structure of their statutory bodies, their efforts have focused mainly on intergovernmental activities, through the development of co-operation between national agencies in the different member states. Yet a recent comparative study by the Agreement on national legislation relating to management of major risks showed that co-ordinated action by national and local authorities is a crucial factor in the effectiveness of risk prevention and management policies.

This involvement of all players was also identified in the final declaration of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe as one of the preconditions for the success of an overall risk reduction strategy and, in future, will be one of the major areas of work of the UN-sponsored Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction, of which the Agreement is an active member. In line with this, the Agreement will be continuing its work on national legislation in order to produce proposals for “good practices” and will be launching a pilot information campaign in the Caucasus aimed at the population and the local authorities.

The Committee of Ministers therefore congratulates the Congress on its work concerning the local authorities’ role in the prevention and management of natural and technological disasters and urges it to continue on this path, offering the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Partial Agreement as a framework for all future co-operation.  The Agreement will be ready to distribute to its network of associated centres and governmental bodies the handbook recommending that the local authorities incorporate basic ideas relating to risks in their everyday thinking and action.

If the Agreement continues to develop its work on the various actions aimed at preventing the occurrence of disasters (or, failing that, optimising management of the resulting crisis), the Congress can contribute greatly to that by acting as a link with local/regional decision-makers in order to implement effective measures, provide information to citizens and alert the national authorities to localised risks.

Internet : http://www.coe.int/t/cm 
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