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The fight against trafficking in human beings and their sexual exploitation: the role of cities and regions – 

Recommendation 165 (2005) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 28 September 2005 at the 939th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered Congress Recommendation 165 (2005) on the fight against trafficking in human beings and their sexual exploitation: the role of cities and regions and has forwarded it to member governments so that they may take account of it in their policies for combating trafficking in human beings. 

2.
It thanks the Congress for drawing up this range of proposals designed to apply, at local and regional level, the legal framework established by the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings and to implement on a pragmatic basis the principles it sets out.

3.
Like the Congress, the Committee of Ministers recognises:

- 
the need for pan-European and global action against human trafficking and, in this connection, urges those member states which have not yet done so to ratify and implement the relevant international legal instruments, to which the Congress refers in paragraphs 16.a and b of its recommendation.  Particular importance is, of course, attached to the signature and/or ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings so that it enters into force swiftly.  The Committee of Ministers counts on the support of the Congress in this respect;
- 
the benefits of a concerted local and regional approach for implementing awareness-raising, education, training and victim protection and rehabilitation activities, in close co-operation with civil society.
4.
With regard to the proposals made by the Congress in paragraph 18.a of the recommendation, the Committee of Ministers draws attention to the terms of the Third Summit Action Plan, in which the Council of Europe Heads of State and Government “firmly condemn[ed] trafficking in human beings which undermines the enjoyment of human rights and is an offence to the dignity and integrity of the human being.”  The fight against trafficking in human beings – like the efforts to combat violence against women and assistance to victims – constitutes an important element of the Action Plan and will therefore be one of the Council’s priority areas of action in the coming years, in close co-operation with the United Nations, the European Union and the OSCE.
Internet : http://www.coe.int/t/cm 
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