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Youth education for sustainable development: the role of the regions – 

Recommendation 174 (2005) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe
(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 11 January 2006 at the 952nd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has considered Congress Recommendation 174 (2005) on youth education for sustainable development: the role of the regions and forwarded it to the governments of its member states. It would like to give the following information on the action of the Council of Europe in this field.
2.
As regards the Council of Europe’s education sector, the Division for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education (EDC/HRE) co-operates closely with UNESCO and OHCHR in the framework of the Action Plan of the World Programme for Human Rights Education. At the same time, the EDC/HRE project will also seek co-operation with the relevant United Nations agencies in the framework of the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development. A global approach to citizenship has been taken up by many member states during the European Year of Citizenship through Education (2005). 

3.
As for the youth and sport sector, it might be noted that the revised Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life promotes the involvement of young people, in co-operation with the relevant authorities, in developing policies which affect them. The priority programmes of the youth sector for the period 2006 to 2008 foresee the pursuit of work on the participation and the active citizenship of young people. In this framework, efforts to promote and disseminate the Charter will include elements concerning the development by and with young people of policies and practice relating to sustainable development.

4.
As regards the natural heritage and biological diversity field, the Council of Europe has been active in promoting environmental education, communication and information. Most texts adopted by the Committee of Ministers within the environmental field underline the importance of public awareness and education. The main texts guiding Council of Europe's current action in the field of nature conservation (the Bern Convention and the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy) also recall the need to invest in education. The Action Plan of the Third Summit of the Heads of States and Government of the Council of Europe states: “We are committed to improving the quality of life for citizens. The Council of Europe shall therefore, on the basis of the existing instruments, further develop and support integrated policies in the fields of the environment, landscape, spatial planning and prevention and management of natural disasters, in a sustainable development perspective.”
5.
As a follow-up to the Wroclaw Declaration on fifty years of the European Cultural Convention and in conformity with the decisions of the Third Summit, a think tank has been established to analyse what could be the specific approach of the Council of Europe to sustainable development. It is important that activities related to education for sustainable development are taking place in a coherent way on a European level. This is how the Council of Europe is taking part in the implementation of the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE). The goal is to integrate this strategy on a national level.

6.
As regards spatial planning and landscape protection, the Committee of Ministers would like to recall Article 6.B “Training and education”, paragraph c., of the European Landscape Convention: “Each Party undertakes to promote school and university courses which, in the relevant subject areas, address the values attaching to landscapes and the issues raised by their protection, management and planning.” It should also be noted that the Council of Europe organised on 15 March 2005 in Strasbourg an international seminar on “The role of training in the implementation of the policy of sustainable spatial development at local and regional levels in Europe”. The Committee of Senior Officials of the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning (CEMAT), the European Network of Training Organisations for Local and Regional Authorities (ENTO), the Union of Local Authority Chief Executives of Europe (UDITE), as well as the Committee on the Sustainable Development of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe were actively involved in the organisation of this event. The theme of the seminar is actually part of the work programme of the CEMAT.

Internet : http://www.coe.int/t/cm 
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