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——————————————
1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken note with interest of Congress Recommendation 171 (2005) on “Consultation of Local Authorities” – Implementation of the European Charter of Local Self-Government, Articles 4.6, 5, 9.6 and 10. It thanks the Congress for the useful overview contained in the recommendation of the situation in member states with regard to the consultation of local authorities. It echoes the satisfaction expressed by the Congress in paragraph 3 at the increasing tendency towards appropriate consultation of local authorities by central bodies in central and eastern European countries, and in paragraph 6 at the fact that the consultation process is becoming more one of negotiation between the governments and local authorities. 

2.
The Committee of Ministers also takes note of the request made by the Congress in paragraph 20 of the recommendation, to a number of states with diverse democratic backgrounds and practice, asking them to introduce legislative guarantees of consultation for local authorities at the different legislative stages, including concerning financial matters. It notes, finally, the specific encouragement given to the Azerbaijan authorities to speed up the process for setting up a national association of local authorities with the Council of Europe’s assistance and to the Georgian authorities to support the development of the newly established national association and to make it an institutional partner in relations between central government and local authorities. In this context, it welcomes the programme of co-operation between the Congress and Norway, with the assistance of the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities, and notes with satisfaction the recent creation in Azerbaijan of national associations of local authorities (for information:  the Association of Large Towns set up on 30 November 2006, the Association of Small Towns set up on 15 December 2006 and the Association of Villages set up on 27 December 2006) and called for further co-operation of this kind to ensure the proper functioning of the newly created associations and effective co-ordination between them.
3.
Strong in the conviction that local authorities must be effective partners of central governments in upholding good governance and democracy, the Committee of Ministers reaffirms the importance of the Council of Europe’s assistance to local authorities in attaining a high level of local and regional governance. It recalls Chapter I.3 of the Warsaw Summit Action Plan, in which the Heads of State and Government decide: “to take the necessary steps, including through the establishment within the Secretariat of a centre of expertise on local government reform, to implement the Agenda for delivering good local and regional governance, adopted at the 14th session of the Conference of European Ministers responsible for local and regional government (Budapest, 24-25 February 2005), by promoting standards and good practices and by assisting member states with capacity-building at the local and regional level, in close co-operation with the Congress […].” 

4.
To this end, the Committee of Ministers supported the creation in 2006 of the Centre of Expertise on Local Government Reform within the Secretariat, and continues to support its activities. It also draws the attention of the Congress to the intergovernmental projects “Sound institutional framework for local and regional democracy” and “Quality local and regional governance” in the Programme of Activities for 2007 as approved by the Deputies. The objectives of these projects are to improve the institutional framework and legal structure of local and regional democracy and the quality of local and regional governance.  In the implementation of these projects, the Committee of Ministers has devoted particular attention to the provision of legislative and capacity-building assistance in the development of local democracy in the three countries of the Caucasus, and it also supports the Congress’s own work in this region.
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