[image: image1.png]****
* /*

* *
* 4 k

COUNCIL  CONSEIL

OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE

Committee of Ministers
Comité des Ministres





Ministers’ Deputies

CM Documents
CM/Cong(2007)Rec200-final    29 March 2007
——————————————

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-HABITAT) draft guidelines on decentralisation and the strengthening of local authorities – 

Recommendation 200 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 28 March 2007 at the 991st meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————


1.
The Committee of Ministers has paid particular attention to Congress Recommendation 200 (2006) on the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) draft guidelines on decentralisation and the strengthening of local authorities. It has drawn it to the attention of governments of member states, and forwarded it to the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR).

2.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the work being undertaken by UN-HABITAT to develop at global level guidelines on decentralisation and the strengthening of local authorities and encourages UN-HABITAT and the states taking part in it to take this work forward and to bring it to a successful conclusion. In this spirit, the Committee of Ministers has accordingly adopted a message to the Governing Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) (Nairobi, 14-20 April 2007). The message appears in the Appendix to this reply.

3. 
The Committee of Ministers also notes that the Council of Europe is at the disposal of the governments of member states to facilitate and contribute to any joint reflection and action they may wish to undertake in respect of this ongoing work in UN-HABITAT.

Appendix to the reply

Message of the Committee of Ministers to the Governing Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) (Nairobi, 14-20 April 2007)
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the work being undertaken by UN-HABITAT to develop at global level Guidelines on decentralisation and the strengthening of local authorities. These are crucial issues which the Council of Europe has worked on over the last five decades and continues to address as part of the Action Plan adopted by the Heads of State and Government of Council of Europe member states in Warsaw in 2005. The Committee of Ministers notes with satisfaction that the draft guidelines appear in several respects to correspond to, and possibly even derive inspiration from, the European Charter of Local Self-Government, which has been ratified by 42 of the Council of Europe’s 46 member states.

The Committee of Ministers for these reasons cannot but encourage UN-HABITAT and the states taking part in it to take this work forward and to bring it to a successful conclusion.

As the Committee of Ministers is not associated with the work of UN-HABITAT, it considers it is for individual member states to take a position on the actual content and eventual adoption of the guidelines, whilst noting that the following aspects may deserve particular attention:

· the elected nature of local councils, except where direct democracy applies, and the democratic accountability of those holding public offices at local level;

· the crucial importance of citizens' participation and involvement in local public life through an appropriate combination of representative and participative democracy;

· respect for public ethics by elected representatives and civil servants alike;

· good governance at all levels of government;

· sustainable development and the role and responsibilities of local government; 

· co-operation and partnerships between local authorities both within the state (intermunicipal) and across the borders (transfrontier and interterritorial).

The Committee of Ministers further takes this occasion to inform UN-HABITAT that in light of the experience accumulated in the Council of Europe on issues of decentralisation and strengthening of local authorities, such as assisting countries with implementation, it is at the disposal of UN-HABITAT to explore together whether and if so how co-operation could be developed.

