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Water management: a European contribution to the 4th World Water Forum – 

Recommendation 190 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 2 May 2007 at the 994th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken note with interest of Recommendation 190 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities on water management: a European contribution to the 4th World Water Forum, and forwarded it to the governments of the member states.  It has also sent it, for information, to the Council for the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (STRACO), the Committee for the activities of the Council of Europe in the field of biological and landscape diversity (CO-DBP), the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional Planning (CEMAT) and the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR). 

2.
The Council of Europe is actively involved in campaigning on water. It regularly draws attention to water resource-related issues, attempting to ensure that water, which is indispensable for life, is recognised as a decisive factor in the preservation of the planet’s natural resources. The Committee of Ministers agrees with the Congress that it is essential to devise a comprehensive, integrated approach to water resource management based on shared responsibility and the joint participation of parliaments, governments, local and regional authorities and civil society. Consequently, it encourages the member states to draw up a joint, integrated strategy for the management and protection of water resources.

3.
In this connection, the Committee of Ministers calls to mind and welcomes the European Water Week held in Strasbourg in October 2005 in co-operation with government institutions and civil society, particularly the World Water Council, Solidarity Water Europe and the Bas-Rhin regional authorities. Ideas, projects and examples from this week were used as contributions to the 4th World Water Forum, held in Mexico City in March 2006.  

4.
The 4th World Forum triggered a major political development. The Ministers who took part recognised the important role played by parliamentarians and local authorities in many countries where it came to increasing access to water and sanitation services and promoting integrated water resource management. Effective co-operation with and between these stakeholders is one of the keys to meeting challenges and achieving objectives concerning water. In this connection, the Committee of Ministers recalls the message it addressed to the 4th World Water Forum (CM/AS(2006)Rec1731-finalapp1).

5.
The Committee of Ministers would like to draw the Congress’s attention to Recommendation Rec(2002)1 on the Guiding Principles for sustainable spatial development of the European continent and the Ljubljana Declaration on the territorial dimension of sustainable development, adopted by the 13th session of the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional Planning (CEMAT) in 2003. The importance of integrated strategies for water resource management is emphasised in section 6 (39) of the Guiding Principles under the chapter heading “Principles of a planning policy for sustainable development in Europe”. In addition, natural hazards, particularly floods and drought, are dealt with in the Ljubljana Declaration. 

6.
The Committee of Ministers would also like to inform the Congress of other relevant work planned or already being carried out by the Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT, and described in the opinion sent to it by the Chair of this Committee (see appendix). 

Appendix to the reply
Opinion of the Chair of the Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT in the name of the Committee of Senior Officials concerning Recommendation 190 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional authorities of the Council of Europe on water management: a European contribution to the 4th World Water Forum

With regards to Recommendation 190 (2006) on water management: a European contribution to the 4th World Water Forum, the Chair drew attention to the Committee of Senior Officials’ Opinion on Recommendation 1731 (2005) of the Parliamentary Assembly on “Europe’s contribution to improving water management”, which was set out in Appendix 2 of the Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 24 May 2006 at the 65th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies (Document CM/AS(2006)Rec1731-final 29 May 2006). 

She also said that, a summary of the national reports on the follow-up to Resolution N° 3 on “the prevention of floods and better coordination of all activities designed to minimise the risks and consequences of disastrous floods” (adopted at the 13th Session of the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional Planning (CEMAT), in Ljubljana, on 17 September) had been presented at the 14th Session of the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional Planning (CEMAT) in Lisbon on 26 and 27 October 2006 (Documents 14 CEMAT (2006) 3: national reports on floods, and 14 CEMAT (2006) 4: CEMAT activities reports 2004-2006, part 3). The summary also took stock of existing national policies and laws on water management in Council of Europe member states. 

The Chair said that water was a finite resource, which was essential to life.  One of the major challenges of the future would be to guarantee its availability both in terms of quantity and quality. She therefore proposed that the issue of water in relation to spatial planning, and in particular in relation to climatic changes, should be part of the work programme of the Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT, which, in accordance with the decision taken by the Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning in Council of Europe member states, would concern “Challenges of the Future: Sustainable Spatial Development of the European Continent in a Changing World” (Resolution N° 4 on the organisation of the 15th Session of the European Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional Planning adopted at the 14th Session). 

The Chair said that she would suggest to the next Chairperson of the Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT, who would be elected in early 2007, that this subject could be included in its future work programme.
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