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Regional typical products and globalisation – 

Recommendation 184 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 2 May 2007 at the 994th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken due note of Recommendation 184 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on regional typical products and globalisation and forwarded it to the governments of member states and to the Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT) and the Steering Committee for Education (CDED) for information.
2.
Like the Congress, the Committee of Ministers considers that culinary traditions are part of the historic heritage of Europe's regions and an important aspect of modern day-to-day culture. More generally, attention should be drawn to the substantial potential of cultural activities and means of cultural expression as a vehicle for transmitting positive values and political messages in daily life, particularly in connection with diversity and identity, dialogue, tolerance and respect. 
3.
In particular, the Committee of Ministers welcomes the Council of Europe's work on the publication “Culinary Cultures of Europe – Identity, Diversity and Dialogue”, referred to by the Congress.  This publication, which was a great media success, contains a study of culinary traditions and their history, providing insight into the far-reaching social, political and economic changes in our society.
4.
The Committee of Ministers would also like to draw the Congress's attention to the important role of the  Kyiv Initiative as a new stage in the achievement of democracy through culture, and particularly to the “cultural tourism and wine routes” activity (Thessaloniki, Greece, 1-5 November 2006).  The idea is to produce a joint study with a view to the introduction of quality cultural tourism and a quality labelling process, by means of co-operation among representatives of the wine-growing and tourist industries in the countries taking part in the initiative (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova). 

5.
As for the recommendation that a European Year of Regional Products be launched, the Committee of Ministers notes the socio-cultural and economic advantages of such an activity but wishes to inform the Congress that it is not one of the Organisation's priorities. 
Internet : http://www.coe.int/t/cm/

