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1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully considered Recommendation 177 (2005) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on cultural identity in peripheral urban areas: the role of local and regional authorities. It appreciates the Congress's interest in this important issue and thanks it for its firm commitment in this area. The Committee of Ministers has brought this recommendation to the attention of the governments of the member states, so that they may draw inspiration from it when framing and implementing policies in this area. It has also forwarded it to the Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT) and the Steering Committee for Cultural Heritage (CDPAT), asking them to take account of it in their work.

2.
The Committee of Ministers notes the difficult situation of many peripheral urban areas in the Council of Europe member states. It considers that local cultural life can prove to be a means to strengthen the foundations of solidarity and to overcome feelings of anonymity and isolation, to encourage overall integration in cities and defuse social conflicts.

3.
The Committee of Ministers points out that for several years the Council of Europe has been carrying out a wide range of activities to foster intercultural dialogue, social cohesion and education for democratic citizenship. Targeted consultancy and awareness activities have been undertaken at local and national level to help the member states draw up and implement policies in this area.

4.
In this context, the Committee of Ministers wishes to draw the Congress's attention to a research and action project already carried out, named “Culture and Neighbourhoods” and based on practical activities in 24 neighbourhoods of 11 European towns. The purpose of the project was to make city planners and urban policy makers aware of the cultural needs and realities of neighbourhoods, and to stimulate communication and exchange of ideas between, on the one hand, leaders of local cultural initiatives, international organisations and governments, and, on the other hand, between cities and their citizens.

5.
The Committee of Ministers also refers to the “Shared Cities” project carried out as part of the “Intercultural Dialogue and Conflict Prevention Project”. The aim was to analyse the impact of cultural activities on building or restoring inter-community dialogue in culturally, administratively or politically “shared cities”. It is interesting to note that this activity was conducted in close co-operation with the Congress.

6.
The Committee of Ministers also notes that a conference on “Integrated childhood and youth policies in Europe – Needs for disadvantaged neighbourhoods” was held in Strasbourg from 30 January to 1 February 2006 by the Congress and the Directorate of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe. The Committee of Ministers welcomes this initiative as an excellent example of co-operation between the different Council of Europe bodies and the Congress in this area.
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