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1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined with interest Congress Recommendation 182 (2005) on “Public participation in local affairs and elections”.  It recalls that in line with the Action Plan of the Third Summit of the Council of Europe, promoting effective forms of democracy and civic participation, and good governance remains a priority for the Organisation.  
2.
The Committee of Ministers encourages the continued active involvement of the Congress in the preparation, conduct of and follow-up to the Forum for the Future of Democracy which it considers is giving due attention to encouraging public and electoral participation as advocated by the Congress.  It recalls that the first session (Warsaw, 2005) addressed civic participation with the second (Moscow, 2006) centering on the role of political parties in building democracy including their “interaction with other actors in the democratic process” and electoral systems and participation.
 
3. 
The Committee of Ministers refers to the work of the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) which has led, in the past, to Recommendation Rec(2001)19 of the Committee of Ministers on the participation of citizens in local public life; currently it is concerned with the testing and dissemination of the CLEAR tool – which “measures” the degree of involvement/participation of citizens in the life of the local community – among local authorities in several member states.  

 4.  
The Council of Europe Green Paper entitled “The future of democracy in Europe: trends, analyses and reforms” points out a number of reform measures designed to encourage the public to take part in elections. 
The Committee of Ministers endorses the idea that public participation can be improved through the use of information and communication technology and draws attention to its Recommendations Rec(2004)11 on legal, operational and technical standards for e-voting and Rec(2004)15 on electronic governance.  It also highlights the work of the ad hoc Committee on e-democracy (CAHDE), which should present a set of general e-democracy tools based on good practice in member states, and guidelines on the scope and implementation of e-democracy. CAHDE also organised a symposium on e-democracy in April 2007. 

5.  
The Committee of Ministers agrees with the Congress about the importance of the participation of groups less involved in local affairs and elections.  It sets great store by the consolidation of gender mainstreaming in national policies and the promotion of equal participation of women and men in the decision-making process and refers in particular, to Recommendation Rec(2003)3 on balanced participation of women and men in political and public decision making.  With regard to youth participation, the Committee of Ministers points out that one of the themes of the “All different – All equal” campaign is youth participation.  It also notes that a conference on participation, democracy and active citizenship is to take place in Schengen, Luxembourg, in April 2007.

6.
In addition to the European Convention on the Recognition of the Legal Personality of International Non-Governmental Organisations, other activities carried out to strengthen the framework for participation of civil society include the Fundamental principles on the status of non-governmental organisations in Europe (2002) which supplement the convention in respect of national action by NGOs.  The Committee of Ministers has also set up
 a Group of Specialists on the legal status of non-governmental organisations (CJ-S-ONG) which is preparing a draft recommendation on that subject, and should be adopted in the course of 2007.

7.
Finally, the 15th session of the Conference of European Ministers responsible for Local and Regional Government (Valencia, October 2007) will be an important occasion to discuss the theme “Citizens at the heart of local democracy”. As a participant in the conference, the Congress will have an opportunity to contribute to its debates and conclusions. The Committee of Ministers will consider with the utmost attention the conclusions on this theme.
� Future sessions will address the interdependence of democracy and human rights (Stockholm/Sigtuna, June 2007) and possibly �E-democracy (2008).


� In the light of the conclusions of a study carried out in 2004 of legislation and practice in member states regarding NGOs, the content of which was used for “Secretary General's Thematic Monitoring Report on freedom of association”. 
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