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“Promoting an entrepreneurial spirit among young people in Europe’s regions” 
Recommendation 198 (2006) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 16 September 2008 at the 1036th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1. 
The Committee of Ministers has noted with interest Recommendation 198 (2006) on “Promoting an entrepreneurial spirit among young people in Europe’s regions”.  It has brought it to the attention of member state governments and forwarded it to the competent Council of Europe bodies for information.

2. 
The Committee of Ministers attaches great importance to the undertaking given at the Summit of Heads of State and Government in Warsaw to reinforce the unique position of the Council of Europe in the youth sphere, and to continue providing assistance to member states in this area, especially at local level.  It also reiterates its determination to ensure that a youth perspective is incorporated in all of the Council’s activities, including social cohesion.  The introduction of a mainstreaming approach of this kind should help to address many of the expectations and suggestions put forward by the Congress.

3. 
The Committee of Ministers further recalls its Recommendation R (87) 12 on the role of local and regional authorities in employment policy, whereby it encourages member states to ensure that local and regional authorities have, as far as possible, suitable financial resources to enable them to carry out their functions in respect of employment policy, including in the youth sector.  Local and regional authorities should, however, be encouraged to limit their activities to those which respond to local market and population needs.  These principles remain entirely valid today.  

4. 
As regards the need to develop entrepreneurship among young people, the Committee of Ministers draws the Congress’s attention to the guidelines on local initiatives for employment developed as part of the revised Strategy for Social Cohesion.  These guidelines give considerable emphasis to promoting entrepreneurship and call, in particular, for ready access to financing for those enterprises which need it, evaluation and monitoring of programmes for entrepreneurs, and training to help anyone wishing to set up their own business.     

5. 
As regards support for minority groups and strategies to prevent gender and ethnic inequalities, the Committee of Ministers reiterates its commitment to the crucial task of working together to identify ways of combating poverty and exclusion, ensuring equitable access to social rights and protecting vulnerable groups.  It refers here to its reply to Congress Recommendation 129 (2003) on “Employment and vulnerable groups”. 

6. 
Promoting equal opportunities is also an important aspect of the Council of Europe White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue which was officially launched on 7 May 2008, at the 118th Session of the Committee of Ministers.  The White Paper underlines the constructive role that positive action measures could play to redress the inequalities stemming from discrimination experienced by members of disadvantaged groups and recommends that public authorities ensure that the provision of public services respects the legitimate claims, and be able to reply to the wishes, of all groups in society.
� Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR), European Steering Committee on Intergovernmental Cooperation in the field of Youth (CDEJ), Steering Committee for Equality between Women and Men (CDEG), Committee of Experts on Integration and Diversity (MG�ID) and the Council of Europe Development Bank. 
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