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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 12 October 2011 at the 1123rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

1.
The Committee of Ministers has taken note of Congress Recommendation 292 (2010) on “Landscape: a new dimension of public territorial action”. It recognises the importance of public action to protect and promote the landscape and acknowledges the experience acquired by the local and regional authorities in this regard. It points out that the purpose of the information system on the implementation of the European Landscape Convention, currently being developed, is to present policies that have been drawn up at national, regional and local level. 

2.
The Committee of Ministers encourages member states which have not yet done so to sign and ratify the European Landscape Convention. It also points out that it is important for States Parties to the Convention to incorporate the concept of landscape in all national legislation and sectoral policies having a direct or indirect impact on the quality of the living environment, in accordance with the principles laid down by the Convention, including that of subsidiarity.

3.
In addition, the Committee of Ministers would inform the Congress that issues of citizens’ democratic participation, their involvement in local affairs and their right to a better living environment, as referred to in its recommendation, have been and will continue to be taken into account in the work of the competent committees. Similarly, the representative bodies of civil society have been broadly involved in the Convention monitoring process and are regularly invited to attend related meetings. 
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