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“Local and regional authorities committed to sustainable consumption” – 
Recommendation 230 (2008) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 22 April 2009 at the 1055th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has given close attention to Recommendation 230 (2008) of the Congress on “Local and regional authorities committed to sustainable consumption”. It thanks the Congress for its analysis of the issues relating to sustainable consumption presented in the recommendation and its suggestions on the subject. The Committee of Ministers has drawn the recommendation to member states' attention so that they can take it into account when drawing up their national policies. It has also forwarded it to the European Health Committee (CDSP), the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional/Spatial planning (CEMAT), the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) and the Standing Committee of the Bern Convention.

2.
The Committee of Ministers recalls the Council of Europe's general commitment to sustainable development, expressed by the Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe’s member states at the Third Summit, in Warsaw in May 2005, a commitment fulfilled through the activities undertaken by the CEMAT in the field of sustainable development and consumption. CEMAT is regularly concerned with the specific objective of sustainable spatial development. In this context, the Committee of Ministers refers to the Guiding principles for sustainable spatial development of the European continent, adopted at the CEMAT's 12th Session in 2000 and recommended by the Committee of Ministers to member states in Recommendation Rec(2002)1, and to the Ljubljana Declaration on the “Territorial dimension of sustainable development”, adopted at the CEMAT's 13th Session in 2003. 

3.
The Committee of Ministers is aware of the challenges associated with sustainable consumption and notes that certain aspects of the question are included in the 2007-2010 work programme of the Committee of Senior Officials of the CEMAT, as part of the preparation for the CEMAT’s 15th Session. This will be held in the Russian Federation on the theme “Challenges of the future: Sustainable spatial development of the European continent in a changing world”. It also notes that the CEMAT has decided to give full regard to the recommendation in the preparation of activities relating to this theme.
4.
From a standard-setting point of view, the Committee of Ministers draws the attention of the Congress to the monitoring machinery and case law of the European Social Charter and Revised European Social Charter under Article 11 (right to protection of health), which refers to the right to a healthy environment and education in environment and health. 

5.
In the latter context, the Committee of Ministers notes the potential role of the Schools for Health in Europe (SHE) Network and will ensure that it receives all relevant information on this subject. The network, which is supported jointly by the Council of Europe, the European Commission and the World Health Organisation, is a model structure whose task is to disseminate educational messages to young persons on the theme of health promotion and prevention. 
6.
The Committee of Ministers also draws the attention of the Congress to the work of the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion in the 21st century: Towards an active, fair and socially cohesive Europe, some aspects of which are relevant to Recommendation 230 (2008) and the implementation of which it is following closely in the Council of Europe's Programmes of Activities. 
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