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“Integration and participation of young people at local and regional level” –

Recommendation 242 (2008) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

 (Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 22 April 2009 at the 1055th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Recommendation 242 (2008) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on “Integration and participation of young people at local and regional level”, which it has drawn to the attention of the governments of member states, so that they can refer to it when preparing their youth policies at national level.  It has also forwarded the recommendation to the various committees with responsibilities in this field.

2.
With reference to the issues addressed by the Congress in its recommendation, the Committee of Ministers bases itself on the work of the Council of Europe's youth sector, which is jointly managed in a partnership between youth organisations and governments.  Its action is intended to promote youth policies which offer young people of both sexes equality of opportunities and the experience and skills that they will need in order to involve themselves fully in every sphere of society.

3.
The youth sector's programme of activity – whether it be the educational and training activities of the European Youth Centres (in Strasbourg and Budapest), the joint projects carried out with member states or in partnership with the European Commission, or the grants provided by the European Youth Foundation to youth NGO projects and to youth policy-related activities – is intended to enable young people, including disadvantaged groups, to play a more active part in public life and in democratic processes at all levels.

4.
The Committee of Ministers considers the “revised European Charter on the participation of young people in local and regional life”, which it endorsed in Recommendation Rec(2004)13 and addressed to member states, to be an extremely important instrument.  It encourages member states to take account of the principles laid down therein and duly to put them into practice.  It notes the vital contribution that the Congress for its part may make, in its fields of responsibility, to the promotion of the Charter with young people and with local and regional authorities in Europe.

5.
In this context, mention should also be made of the work of the 8th Conference of Council of Europe Ministers responsible for Youth (Kyiv, Ukraine, 10-11 October 2008), which adopted a declaration on “The future of the Council of Europe youth policy: AGENDA 2020”.  In this declaration, the Ministers responsible for Youth in the 49 States Parties to the European Cultural Convention agreed that the following matters should be given priority in Council of Europe policy and activity in the youth sphere:

-
ensuring young people’s full enjoyment of human rights and human dignity and encouraging their commitment in this regard;

-
promoting young people’s active participation in democratic processes and structures;

-
promoting equal opportunities for the participation of all young people in all aspects of their everyday lives;

-
implementing effectively gender equality and preventing all forms of gender-based violence;

-
promoting awareness education and action amongst young people on environment and sustainable development;

-
facilitating the access of all young people to information and counselling services.

6.
The Committee of Ministers included these priority lines of action in Resolution CM/Res(2008)23 on Council of Europe youth policy, adopted on 25 November 2008.  The aims defined in this context are in line with the principles set out in the revised European Charter on the participation of young people in local and regional life, and should therefore help to promote the implementation thereof.

7.
On the subject of the issues raised by the Congress in paragraphs 6.c, e and f of its recommendation, the Committee of Ministers refers to the activities of the Steering Committee for Education (CDED) in the framework of its “Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights” (EDC/HRE) project.  It also notes that data collection and analysis activities such as those suggested in paragraph 6.e could possibly be developed in co-operation with the “European Wergeland Centre – Resource Centre on Education for Intercultural Understanding, Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship”, set up in Oslo by the Norwegian Government, which co-operates closely with the Council of Europe's education sector.  The Committee of Ministers also wishes to draw to the Congress' attention the more detailed comments made by the CDED on all the aforementioned questions (see Appendix to this reply).

Appendix to the reply

Comments by the Bureau of the Steering Committee for Education (CDED) on Congress Recommendation 242 (2008) 

The Bureau of the Steering Committee for Education (CDED):

After taking note with great interest of Recommendation 242 (2008) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe on the “Integration and participation of young people at local and regional level”;

Fully subscribes to paragraph 6.c and points out that promoting the participation of young people in associations and the functioning of democracy as regards decisions in school institutions, continues to be one of the key objectives of its “Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights” (EDC/HRE) project;

Points out, in this context, that several specific instruments concerning the democratic governance of schools and decision making are currently being drafted within the framework of EDC/HRE project which are of particular importance in the context of decentralisation processes of education systems in member states. The first tool, the manual “For a democratic governance of the school”, is aimed mainly at education professionals, especially school heads and teachers. This tool has already been translated into seven European languages and has received widespread dissemination. Another instrument concerning the democratic development of schools and other educational institutions is currently being drafted in co‑operation with the Network of European Foundations. This will be a handbook for NGOs and parents groups on the different ways in which they can contribute to democratic school development. The third tool in preparation, drafted in co-operation with the Steering Committee for Higher Education and Research, will deal with democratic governance within higher education institutions;

Endorses proposal 6.f and believes that teacher training in EDC/HRE is essential for the successful implementation of a programme aimed at encouraging pupils to take an active part in decisions and informs the Committee of Ministers that teacher trainers in member states have been given substantial support through the broad dissemination of the tool on the democratic governance of schools;

Welcomes the proposal set out in paragraph 6.e and wishes to devise more activities in this field in 
co-operation with the “Wergeland Centre – European Resource Centre on Education for Intercultural Understanding, Human Rights and Democratic Citizenship”, set up by the Norwegian Government.
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