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(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 9 September 2009 at the 1064th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has examined Congress Recommendation 235 (2008) on “Services of general interest in rural areas, a key factor in territorial cohesion policies”. It transmitted the recommendation to the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR), the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Spatial/Regional Planning (CEMAT) and to the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS) and the comments received have been taken into account in this reply.
2.
The Committee of Ministers appreciates the continued attention which the Congress brings to the situation in rural areas in Europe.  In this respect, it would draw attention to its reply to Congress Recommendation 223 (2007) on “Balanced distribution of healthcare in rural regions” and Recommendation 224 (2007) on “Ensuring territorial continuity of social services in rural regions” which refer to a number of issues which are of direct relevance to the present recommendation. 

3. The Committee of Ministers considers that the issue in question is an important one for spatial development policy as reflected in Recommendation Rec(2002)1 on the Guiding Principles for sustainable spatial development of the European continent, the Ljubljana Declaration on the territorial dimension of sustainable development (2003) as well as the Lisbon Declaration on Networks for sustainable spatial development of the European Continent (2006). 

4.
It would also refer to a number of recommendations which have a bearing on the matter in question, namely Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)4 on local and regional public services, Recommendation R (90) 12 on services and infrastructures in rural areas and Recommendation R (97) 7 on local public services and the rights of their users.
5.
With regard to paragraph 10.a, the draft legal instrument on regional democracy mentioned in  Recommendation 240 (2008) concerning the “Draft European Charter of Regional Democracy” is currently being examined by the Committee of Ministers which will communicate its position to the Congress in its reply to that recommendation. 

6.
The Committee of Ministers informs the Congress that the question of essential services is part of the ongoing work programme of the CSO-CEMAT.  A draft resolution on the contribution of essential services to sustainable spatial development of the European continent is currently under preparation for submission to the 15th session of the Ministers responsible for spatial/regional planning in the member states of the Council of Europe, which is planned to take place in the spring of 2010. The Congress recommendation is being taken into consideration in this work.

7.
The attention of the Congress is also drawn to the report of the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion in the 21st century,
 in which these issues are raised and which will guide the Organisation’s work in the field of social cohesion in the coming years.  

8.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers would draw attention to the significance of the Revised European Social Charter, in particular Article 11 providing for the right to protection of health, and Article 14 which provides for the right of everyone to benefit from social welfare services, which form a component of services of general interest, and must be guaranteed in law and in practice.
  

� Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?Reference=CM(2007)175" \o "Report of high-level task force on social cohesion in the 21st century - Towards an active, fair and socially cohesive Europe" ��CM(2007)175�, paragraphs 120-121.


� Social services include in particular counselling, advice, rehabilitation and other forms of support from social workers, home help services, residential care and social emergency care (shelters).  Issues such as childcare, childminding, domestic violence, family mediation, adoption, foster and residential childcare, services relating to child abuse and services for the elderly are primarily covered by Articles 7§10, 16, 17, 23 and 27.  
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