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“City diplomacy” – 
Recommendation 234 (2008) of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

(Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 9 September 2009 at the 1064th meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 

——————————————

1.
The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Recommendation 234 (2008) on “City diplomacy”, which it has brought to the attention of governments of member states and transmitted to the relevant bodies (North-South Centre, European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR), European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS)). It notes with interest the growing evolution of the concept and functioning of city diplomacy in the international context.

2.
The Committee of Ministers notes that city diplomacy may have the potential – through its efforts to promote social cohesion, to prevent and assist in resolving conflicts and in post-conflict rebuilding – to bring a specific contribution to the development of solidarity and peace in Europe. Measures taken by local authorities in such a framework, and complementary to national initiatives, could be valuable in bringing a new dimension to international co-operation, through their support for local communities.  In this respect, the Committee of Ministers has noted with interest the ambitions outlined in the Hague Agenda on city diplomacy, adopted at the First World Conference on city diplomacy in June 2008 in The Hague.
  It considers that it is a clear indication of the commitment of local authorities to the objectives of city diplomacy and of the growing momentum being given to the concept.  The Committee of Ministers also pays tribute to the efforts made by Local Democracy Agencies in this field. Moreover, it draws attention to the possible role that civil society could have in the development of city diplomacy.  

3.
The Committee of Ministers welcomes the fact that the North-South Centre has contributed to the drafting of the city diplomacy report through an exchange of views between the President of its Executive Committee and the Congress’ Standing Committee in Malaga (Spain) in March 2008. The Centre has also endorsed the city diplomacy initiative which was launched at the 2nd Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations (Istanbul, 6-7 April 2009). The Committee of Ministers encourages the Centre to continue its action in this field by drawing on its quadripartite formation and its flexible work methods. 

4.
As the Congress rightly states, city diplomacy is a complex activity, and one that is relatively new. Whilst the mutual assistance between towns and cities may be intensifying at international level, the Committee of Ministers considers it premature to prepare a draft recommendation on city diplomacy at present.  It will, however, continue to follow developments in this area and would encourage member states, where considered appropriate, to provide support to city diplomacy initiatives which contribute to strengthening the core values of the Organisation.
5.
The Third Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (2005) identified intercultural dialogue (including its religious dimension) as a means of promoting awareness, understanding, reconciliation and tolerance, as well as preventing conflicts and ensuring integration and the cohesion of society.  Therefore the Committee of Ministers considers that, whilst there is no direct reference to city diplomacy in the White Paper, it could be a useful tool for proponents of city diplomacy and would encourage its dissemination to that end.
6.
Finally, and as underlined by the Congress, the Committee of Ministers considers it appropriate in this context to draw member states’ attention to the particular relevance of Article 10 of the European Charter of Local Self-Government which guarantees freedom of co-operation between local authorities across national borders.  

� Organised by United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) and other partners.
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